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money Bills. There is no need to raise that
issue on the present occasion, because the
amendment to which the message refers is
one of absolutely no importance. It was
moved by Mr. Nicholson and provided that
inter-departmental. receipts should not be tax-
able. Thle Leader of the Rouse informed us
that it was not the departmental practice to
tax such receipts. The amendment would ap-
ply to a receipt given by one department of
a firm like lBoaas, to another department for
goads which aire to be sent out in one con-
siganent to a customer. In such instances
the department does not require a stamped
receipt. Mr. Nicholson me ely nroposed to
tnal'e thant nroetice local. In ordler to con-
servo the rights and privileges of this Houie
regardinig the pressing of amendments to
money Bills in future, I propose to move arn
amendment.

Hont. A. Sanderson- Do you say we pressed
such an amendment?

Ron. A. LOVEKlN: Yes, but the amend-
meat I propose to move now will not further
press it. I move-

That a, message be transmitted to the
Assembly in reply to its Message No. 56
that, having now been advised that thle
amendment suggested in M~es-zage No. 36
and pressed in Message No. 40, would
merely legalise an already existiniZ depart-
mental practice, it sees no reagon to further
press its amendment.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: 1 am amazed that

we should have ever sent alone such an
amendment. and I should' like to know who
was resnoasible for pressing it. If that
is the kind of thing we are rt'shed into at
the close of the session, it is all the more*
reason for insisting upon goia-z slowly. It is
a ridiculous position in which we find our-
selves.

Hon. H. Stewart:- It was Mr. Nicholson's
aion 0 nielit.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Ia the absence of
tie hon. membler, one does not wishb to say too
nmuch. Poss;ibly the best way out of this
i-idienlons povition is to be found in thle
plain statemeont we have just heard. What
aoi'sen*e to have pressed such a request onl
another placri Truly, we have been malting
ourselves ridiculous! At all events, I have
the consolation of knowing I was not here at
the tiple. 'Mr. Loelin has given us a clear
explanation of the position, but I protesit
Avaiasf the rais4ing of these- iminortant con-
stitutional) issues and so finding ourselves in

snii untenable position.

.Amendmnent Put anti passed; and a 'Mes-
sange accordingly returned to the Assembly.

House adjourned 11.25 P-rm.
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91 ESTIQN-SAILW' A&Y COAL.

E'quitable Prices, Collie and Newcastle.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What is the equitable pt-ice of
Collie coal in relation to Neweasile coal (at
present prices operating to thc Railway De-
partnent) on the basis laid down by, the
late Chief Mechanical Engineer (Mr. Hlume)
and the Woolnough Royal Cornmission 's re-
port (both separately) on all railways other
than the Geralilton and Northern portion?
2, If the Riliway Department have now a
different basis of comparison froml the flume
anti Woo Inough basis, what are the figures
of that basis?

The MIINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: I and 2, It is not practicable to fix
an equitable price of Collie coal in relation
to Newcastle coalt on the hasis laid down by
the late Chief Mechanical Engineer anti
Woolnouigl Royal Conmmission report. be-
cause that basis was fixed at the tinto when
Newcastle coal was extensively ustl, and
thus contracts ut satisfactory rates could be
arranged. Now, however, the present Com-
missioner in accordance with the policy of
the Government, uses almost exclusively
Collie coal so long as it is obtainable, excep t
in certain portions of the agricultural area,
for a very short period of the year. The
quantities uised far twelve Month% ended
27th Nov-ember le st were-Newcastle, 9,066
tons, Coflie, 234.783 tons. Any Newcastle
coial obtained under these conditions, being
in small quantifies and at spas - ie periods
of the year, must be at a relatively higher
price. The department, therefore, has no oc-
casion to itre a basis of comparison. The
equitable price of Collie coal being a
national asset used for a national purpose,
should be the cost of production, har-d on
fair rates and conditions to those employed
in the industry, and a fair margin of proft
on the capital invested therein, irresnectivo
of the price of Newcastle, Welsh, American,
or any other coal.
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BI1LL-tINSPECTION OP MACHINERY.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted upon amendment No. 1 and that
it proposed a new amendment as an alter-
native to No. 4 to which the Assembly had
disagreed, now considered.

In Commnittee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for

Mines in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 1.-Add the words ''pro-

vided that such proclamation shall not issue
before the first day of July, 1922'':

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The short
title provides that the Bill shall come into
operation onl a date to he fixed by proclama-
tion. The amendment by the Legislative
Council proposes that the date of such pro-
clamation shall not be before the 1st July,
1922. T do not quite follow the purpose
of the Legislative Council.

Mr. Munsie: The amendment prevents
you fromt getting the inspectors out and
collecting revenue this year.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: That may
be the intention. If so, it does not matter
much, because by the time the Act is as-
sented to and the regulations and so on are
fixed, there will lie little time to collect re-
venue this year. In the circumstances, 1L
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed, the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 2. Clause 4.-Add a paragr-aph to

stand as (7) :-Of any mnachinery driven by
oil or petrol of which the power is less than
eight horse-power. Alternative amendment
of the Council to its original amendment No.
4:-of any machinery driven by' an oil or
petrol engine not exceeding six horse-power,
and which is used exclusively by an agricul-
turist, pastoralist, or pearler in pursuit of
his calling aq such:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The al-
ternative amendment now proposed by the
Council is muc-h different from, that sowZ
gested at thle outsget by the U~pper House. it
is only proposedi to exempt a plant driven
by an oil or petrol engine not exceeding
six horse power and used only by the owner,
not by labour engaged by the owner, in con-
nection with his calling only. As the amend-
mient is not serious enough to risk the loss
of the measure, I move-

That the amndment be agreed to.
Question put and passed, the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reportcd, the report adopted,

and a Message neordiugly returned to
the Council.

BILL-LAND ACENTS.
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of 15 amendrieats made by the
Council, further considered front the 6th
January.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs iii the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
No. 4. Clause 5, Subelause (3).-Strike

out "'as on the fifteenth dlay of January then
last passed.'' (Partly considered):

The PREMIER: If the words are
omnitted, the register can be printed when-
e'-er tsired. The amendment is a good one:
the public should know when any great
changesi are made. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councils,
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 5, Subelanse (4).-Strike
out ''on the said fifteenth day of January.''

No. 6. Clause 5, Subelause (5).-Strike
out ''was not registered on the date afore-
said,'' and insert ''is not registered.''

No. 7. Clause 6, Subelnuse (2).-Strike
out ''subsections one and two of section
four,'' and insert ''section four (except as
-ogards the pay' ment 6f the license fee)."'

On motions by the Premier, the foregoing
amendments were agreed to.

No. S. Clause 8.-After the word 4'lad,''
in line two, inmert "'or in respect of rents
collected by him.''

The PREMIER: This proposal goes a
little further than was contemplated origin-
ally, but I have uo objection to it. I move -

That the namendmuent be agreed to.
Tfhe CITRMAN: Is it a valid amend-

nlent in a Lauds4 Agents HUH9

'Phe PREMIER: Yes.
Mr. Munsie: It relates to the application

of trust moneys.
fl1ep-'ion pu~t and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 9. Clause 8, Subelause (2).-Strik-

rut the lubelausn, and insert ''For every
breach of this section: Penalty, fifty
pounds.''I

The P'REM IER: The clause already pro-
vides for a penalty not exceeding 150, and I
do not think the (Council 's amendment wvill
make any differen--e.

The 'Minister for Mines: It is governed
by the Interpretation Act.

The PRE'IIlR: I move-
That the amndmnlnent be agreed to.

Question put andl passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 9, Subelause (2).--trike
out this subelause, and insert '"For every
lrea~h of this section: Penalty, ter
pounds.''

On motion by the Premier the foregoint±
amendment wag agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 12.-Strike out ''on or
after the first day of January,'' andl insert
''after the thirty-first day of March.''
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The PREMIER: This amendment is
necessary because the Bill was not passed
before the end of the year. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 12. Clause 13.-Strike out '"on or

after the first day of January,'' and insert
''after the thirty-first day of M.%arc.''

No. 13. C*lease 13 in line four-Strike
out ''is liable to a fine not exceeding fifty
pounds,'' end insert ''shall be guilty of an
offence. Penalty, fifty pounds.''

No. 14. Second Schedule, in line four.-
Strike out ''Five,'' and insert ''Two.''

No. 15. Third Schedule, in line three.-
Strike out the words ''any part of.''

On m~otions by the Premier, the foregoing
amendmients were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordiagly returned to the
Council.

MOTION-]'UBL1C SERVICE HOUSING.
Debate resumed from the 16th November

on the following motion by Mi-. Macallun,
Smith: -

That a select eomumittee be appointed
to consider the housing of the Civil Ser-
vice Departments in one central building.

The PEE2.I[ER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northani) [4.571: We all know that it
would he desirable to have civil servants
housed in one convenient building, as it
would make for economy in the adininistra-
tion of the affairs of the country. There
are ninny Government departments scattered
over the city. We have the Works Depart-
ment quite near to Parliament House and
away down at the other end of Mfurray-
street we have the Colonial Secretary's office.
Again, we have one or two offices in Welling.
ton-street. It would be very much more eco-
nomnical to rihi our departments if they were
in one central pilace. This quesition has oc-
cupied the attention of every Government
during the last 15 years, but to carry out
this scheme wouldl mean a %cry considerable
sun, of money. In the years to come,
I have no doubt that the building
now occupied in Barrack-street Will
become very valuable, and probably
we will be able to get enough rent from it,
if Parliament so desires, to pay for the ee-
tion of more suitable buildling.%. The Bar-
rack-street block is splendidly constructed
and is centrally stituated, and although it is
quite inconvenient for Government offices, it
m~ight he very useful for other purposes. It
would he quite wrong to pull down such a
huilding, because the land would not he snf-
ficient in area to house the Government de-
partments. I do not think members realise
how much land would be required to house

our Government departments and to provide
the storage and other things required. The
member for North Perth is anxious that we
should have an inquiry into the matter. It
is a simple thing for the House to determine
whether it is desirable that this aecommoda-
tion should be provided, but it is importanit
also that we should remember the finanicial
p~osition, and what money costs at the pres-
ent time. The holl. member might well be
satisfied if I tell him that during recess this
matter can be gone into by departmental
officeis, and the House informed of the result
later. Nothing can be gained by doing more
than that now.

Hfon. P. Collier: Has it not already been
gone into?

The PRE'MIER: Yes, front tihre to time,
but under totally different conditions.

Hon. T. Walker: Do you think we shiall
be a State long enough to require lip to date
public offices?

Mr. Lambert: Don't say that.
The PREMIER: The hon. member has

asked a simple question. I assure him that
we will be a State long after we have passed
away and are forgotten. At least, I hope
so and it is what the hon. member hopes as
well.

Hon. T. Walker: I hope so too, but I
dread the trend of things.

The PREMIER: Already the Government
have put uip offices which meet with require-
loeats, and wliei the old post office and the
adjacenlt buildings are handed back to the
State onl the completion of the new post
office, we shall be fairly well provided with
uildiugs, although those buildings may not
liconv-emiently situated. The question to

he decided is whether it is advisable to have
this inquiry made except in the mannier I
have indicated. I do not think it is. It will
be sufficient if we do as I suggest, and if
the hll. inemnber who moved the motion Were
here, I would ask him to withdraw it. I do
not know that anything is to be gained by
diseussiig the matter at any length at this
stage. Any inquiry would have to be made
by expert tuien, but the question of site, of
(-ourse, would be determined by the House.
I think, ton, there should be sonie measure of
deeatrnlisation. Although we ire federated,
andl although the Federal people have taken
over sonic of the departments, we still have
dt great deal to do, though there are not so
ninny departiucuts as there were formerly.
I caninot say when the old post office will be
vacated, balt I hope it will be within thre
,next 12 months. The great question to be
considered is the difficuilty of supervision
when the departments are so scattered, and
When the officers of the service are housed
in so many roomis, as is the case in the Lands
Departmuent where there are 50 or 60 roons.

Mir. Lambert: Rabbit warrens.
The PREMIER: In these conditions, it is

irniis.ilile for anyone at the hlead to watch
things closely. V However, these are details
that can recei ve attention at a, later stage.
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Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.5]: 1 re-
gret that other members have not spoken on
this suhject. Of course we know that the
state of the finances will not allow uis to
emtbark upon any' big building scheme. At
the same time economies could be effected in
every' department, fromt the admnfistraitive
and working costs ;o0ilit Of viYw, if the Goy-
e-rnment tortnulated and carried out a
s.heme for centrally housing the Service. In
the Leads flepartiuent there are a lot of
small roms, while at the old barracks, where
the Minister for Works presides, the staff
wo.rk in rabbit warrens. Eivery separate
uinder-study is in one of these warrens, and
he apj ears to require his own particular
typist.

The Minister for Mines: Would not you?
.%lr. LAMBERIT: I am not referring to my

oa-n desires or inclinations in the least. I
ain dealing with a matter that should 5cr,.
ously exercise the wnind of Parliament,'
whether we are going to allow separate de-
partments to be dotted all over thle city with
a jooli b-alt here and a poohi balit there, %with
his own set of typists and a separate set of
departmental machinery. The Premier would]
he well advised, irrespectiv'e. of the present
'Offditioa of the finances, to make £250,000
available for the purpose of commencing the
hhildertakillg in this direction. The member
for Kanownia (Hon. T. Walker) apparently
thinks that the Federal Government are
going to absorb us. Possily , if we show we
are so lacking in our knowledge of the re-
gireaients, of the administration of import-

anit departments, they may absorb us.
lion. WV. C. Angwin: I do not think that

will mke any difference.
Mr. LAMBERT: The one thing to be

considered is that we have land available at
the present time. Take the site of the pre-
sent Observatory. There is no doubt that
the Observatory is a function of the Federal
Government, and wye should no longer con-
ine it ats a State department. For the

moment it certainly can be classed as a
luxury, and while it may be fitting for 'is to
have a national Observatory, it is not within
the scope of the State finances to permit its
to do so. The site onl which the Observatory

kbuilt is ain admirable ou e oil which to moke
a connuenteent with a block of buildings.

lion. TU. Walker: It is too high up, too
Jig a climb for the ordinary citizen.

Lion. W. C. Anuwin: Tlie officers would
hea onl the verandahs alt the time admiring
the view.

Mr. TLAMBERT: Take the position of the
Federal Parliament House in Melbourne.
That and the Government offices are situ-
itid it the tojl of Collins-street. No busi-
ness mil inl the c-ity could conduct his office
iii the manlier in which the civil service is
carried on. The existing state of affairs is
not fair to -Minlisters or to the State. I re-
gret that the Premier should have dealt with
the matter in such a light and airy- fashion,

'fThe fiancies will not stand it; let things
dritt, andl let civil servants remain in the

rabbit warrens with their own separate typ-
ists,'' That in effect is what the Premier
says, bat it is not the way to tackle a ques-
tion of this description. If we hadl in like
the present Under Treasurer, and probably
one or two others, to adv-ise us, men whom
we could instruct to ascertain as far as
possible what economies would be effected
by a centrally situated block of buildings
inl which to house the whole of the admninis-
trative staff, sonmethiug tangible might re-
stilt. The Premier could then approach Par-
liuncnt and ask for a first instalment of a
qu arter of a million.

Mr. Iarrison: Are many offices being
rented at the present tine?

Mr. LAMB1ERT: I an' not concerned abuout
that.

The Minister for 'Works: We are not rent-
ing tiny offices.

lion. NV. C. Angivin: What about the
Wheat Scheme in the A.MIP. buildings?

Mr. LAM BERT: The point is not whether
we are or we are not renting offices.

Nlr. SPEAKR: The point is whether a
select committee shall be appointed.

MY. LAMB3ERT: The question is whether
we can save interest and sinking fund on the
mnoney necessary to be expended to give us
housing accommodation for the whole ser-
vice. F hope consideration will be given to
the question on the line, I have indicated.

]Iot. WV. C. AN'GWINX (North-East Fre-
mantle) I15.151: 1 ala in accord with the
Premier as regards our present public offices.
Whether it is my m~isfortune or not I do not
know, bit I am unable, as thle last speaker
is able, to see that the Government canl put
their hands into any hole or corner and find
half -a-million of money there. This question
is one of finance. -Moreover, except as re-
gards one or two departments, the position
is not so bad as it has been painted. The
Labour Government p-repared plans for, and
actually started out to do, what is now pro-
posed; but Parliament objected and the
work had to be stopped. We could bring all
our permanent departments under one roof,
'mliting them with the Auditor General 's De-
partiett and withI onr banking institutions.
Then practically all the work of the Public
Strvice could I e done in one set of offices.

Th. Minister for Works: That was pro-
posed 25 Years ago.

]fail. WV. C. AXG4WIN: When I was Min-
ister for Works I had the necessary plans
1're,'ared, and cleared up the offices in Bar-
rark-street, and actually started to dig a
cellar at the rear with a view to the estab-
lishm~ent of a strong room. However, oppo-
sition was raised, and the Government of the
flay could not secure the necessary funds.
Still, time public offices are not so had as the
ininler for Coolgardie (.%r. Lamb~ert) says
they are. Every little office has not a typist
of its own. In the Public Works Depart-
levelt, for instance, all the typists are to-
gether in One room, and if ant officer wants
to sued a letter hie obtains a typist from that
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loomu. The State Sawmills have an arrange-
muet of their own, and similarly in the ease
of other branches. Until we get hold of the
present General Post Office site for the erec-
tion of newv offices, it would be a hare-
brained policy to embark on such a project.
A new building would have to be erected;
the old1 offices probably would not stand
nit-l alteration. However, the General Post
Office building inih lt perhaps be converted
into large roomus. If we had the money avail-
able, I would say to start onl the project
right away; but we have to exercise
care with record to our finances. At the
tioae the Labour (Government embharked on
their project, mioney was obtainable at four
l'r cent.; and even; then the matter was coil-
sidered too expcnsive. At that time only
the AgriculturalI Bank "-as occupying rented
offices. The Minister for Works has reviewed
the project; and, I suppose, as soona as an-
other Ministry gets into power there will be
another proposal for the erection of palatial
offices. WVe grumble albout the buildings in
which the public servants are housed in
P erth ; but throughout the country public
siervants are to be found inl iron shanties,
and there is no complaint. The only real
objection to the public offices in Perth is that
the rooms are too smvall. Our principal con.
sideration to-day is whether there is not ad-
ditional cost involved through having the
public offices split uip into too many room~s.
Ave should as soon as possiblec house in thle
fleneral Post Office building as nmany of' our
departments as we canl.

The Miinister for Works: . think there is
1-o0,m for the whole lot of them there.

Hot. WV. C. )ANCWIN: The Public Health
Department have splendid offices in Murra Y-
street 11ow, and there is no occasion whateve,
to shift that department. Throughout the
country there is a strong feeling in favour
of subdividiug this State into small areas
for public service purposes. Personally 1
ani opposed to the division of the State into
,core parts than two.

Mr. SPEAK ER: That matter hardly
conies within the scope of the motion.

Mr. Harrison ;A good deal of money hasbeen spent recently in placing our public
offices in a state of repair.

Iron. AV C. ANOWI N: As matters stand
to-day, we should doa wrong, if we embarked
upon the erection of palatial public offices.
The Premfier has got hald of the old cry
about clecentralisation. But, in the matter
of public offices, there must be ceatralisation.
lh-eentr-alisation is a r-inciple which, uinfor-
tnately. finds no application among British
communities. Every British community,
flirmihiout the world, has centralisation;
atid no remedy has yet beet, found for such

Mt. 0 toghlen: Ceutralisation means too
notch wealth and power in the capitals.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Even a man who
las lived all his life in the country is glad
to come and reside in the capital eventually.
1 trust the motion will be defeated. To ap-

point a select committee at this stage of the
session would be ridiculous.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.26]: No
doubt a vry considerable saving would result
from consolidating our State offices and
building them on anl uip-to-date systemt, much
as the Minister for Works has done fin eon-
ne.-tion with the Education and 'Mines De-
partmnents. Important improvements could
be effected in the General Post Office build-
ing now occutpied by the Commonwealth; and
it is by no mneans imiprobable that, when the
building is vacated by tlte Oorxonwealth,
we -ould[ provide in it adequate accommnoda-
tion for all our public departuments. Presuan-
ably the Federal Governmient n-ill leave that
building for the newv General Post Office at
an early (late, and I think the State Govern-
inent should see that provision is mnde for
the rtentioni of a post± ollice in St. George's
terrace-:, matter of impmortance for the bus-
iness comumunnity of Perth. I htope the '[in-
iter for Works will inquire what can ho done
wi th the pr-esent Getneral Post Office building.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister for Works
will not have an opportunity of replying.
The hall. member mtust confine himself to the
question of the appointment of a select earm-
in ittee.

Hon,. P. Collier: If we appointed a select
commnittee tiow, they could deal with the mnat-
tei- to-mlorrow.

Mr. PICKCERING: T do not think so.
Holl. P. Collier: All the information is

a' nilble.
Mr-. P[rCRERIN\G: I regret that discus-

sion of the motion has been so long delayed.
Had the quiestion: been. dealt with during an
early stage of the session, good work might
have been, accomplished. The point I spec-
fully wish to imake is the absolute necessity
for seeing that adequate postal facilities are
ptrovided in St. George's terrace when the
General Post Office is remtoved from its pre-
sent site.

Mr. SAMI'SON (Swau) [5.29]: The mo-
tion appeals to have been somewhat lost 'sight
of during thke course of this debate. -The

suggestion is not that the work in question
should lie taken in hand immediately, but
irerelly that a select committee should ascer-
taim, whether it is advisable and practicable
and economical to proceed with the plan
which the uilver advocates. We know that
at present the State public offices are littere-I
all over thle City. Indeed, it requires a good
knowledge of the topography of Perth, and
an alert attention, to keep in touch with the
erer-charging locations of the various Gov-
emnient offices.

lion. W. C. Angwia: There is only one
thing we are short of.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; and I suppose there
always will be throughout the world a short-
age of mouey. It is not suggested that this
work should be carried out now, but a com-
ilittee could at least lay down a method by
which the Government offices could be housed.
I am not1 going to say that the American
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systemt of one large room with glass parti-
tions is the best. The most able men require
certain lprivaey fit which to carry out their
work.

Mr. SPEAKER: That ig a matter for the
commlittee to go into. The question now is
whether a coarmittee be appointed.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the motion will
be agreed to. The committee could be con-
dueted without expense.

The Minister for Mines: Do you know it
is costing 14s. a page for what you are say-
ing now?

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the motion will
be agrced to.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.
The PREMIER: I move-

That Orders of the Day Nos. 3, 6, and 7,
Commonwealth Powers (Air Navigation)
Hill, Permanent Reserve Bill (No. 3) and
the Dredging License Bill, be diseharged
from the Notice Paper.

Mr. LAMBERT: I should like to know
whether the Dredging License Hill is being
discharged at the request of those people
seeking the license.

The PRENITER: No, it is only because
I do not propose to go any further with it
this session.

Motion put and passed.

1BLLI-RAILWVAY SIDING
FREMANTLE).

(NORTH

Returned from tile Council without ameud-
nient.

MfOTION-RAILWAYS, LEASE OF
SECTION.

Responsibility of (Comnmissioner.
Hon. 1'. COLLIER (Boulder) [u5.361: I

"love-

That this House is of opinion that the
(ounis~ionlr of Railways, by his action
in agreeing to lease a portion of the Gov-
ernment railways to the Kurrawang Fire-
wood Company for a rental inadequate for
the service to be rendered, hasl proved
himself incompetent in his office and should
ho removed forthwith.

Tme leasing of the section of the Government
railways between Coolgardie and Kurrawang
was v'ery fully discussed on the consideration
of the Railway Estimates. At that time the
file relating to the proposal was not on the
Table, andi conisequiently its contents weore
not hnowi, to menmhers. Since that discus-
sion~ the l'rcmier hag tabled the file, and upon
examlinafiun of the file it appeared to Me the
1
'Im'i'T-i'itncr o& Railways had a=ted in such

a rar-ts, casual manner that it was
nt-r-t,,iv for us to take sonme notice of it.

In submitting the motion, I am not actuated
by ally p~erson~al feelings against the ('au-
missioner. I have known that gentleman for
many years, since the time when I happened
to be at the Railway Department, and I am
.%imply moving the motion because I consider
the (ozuinissioner, by the mannmer in which
hie handled this question, and having regard
for the responsible office he holds, was negli-
gent of the poublic interest. So far as is ,dis-
closed by the file, the matter arose on the
14th October, 1921, in at minute from the
Commnissioner to the Chief Engineer of Way
,,id Works as follows:-

Mr. W. N. Hedges came to see me this
morning. His company proposes to run
out a. timber line south-west from Cool-

-gardie somewhat parallel to the Coolgar-
die-Widgenmoltha tine but to westward
thereof. He wants to run his firewood
from Coolgardie to Kurrawang and thence
to Kamballie with his own engine. To
enable him to do this he wants to know
whether this department can arrange to
lease him the running rights over the south-
ern of the two tracks which will be part
of the line which will be disused and
available for removal as already arranged.
Mr. Hedges was not very clear as to the
details of tlhe scheme, nor, of course, could

[give hi,, any direct answer, but I sail1
I would arrange for the district engineer,
Kalgoorlie, to see Mir. Cleland or r.Les-
lie and go into the matter with them nld
see what the department could do, if any-
thing, to facilitate the company's suply
of firewood to the mines. A feature of the
situation is that the continuance of mining-
operationsi depends to somne extent upon
the price of fuel, and for this reason it :s
incumbent upon the department to do any-
thing within its power to keep that price
as low as possible. I should be glad it you
would instruct the district engilneer, Kal-
goorlie, to get in touch with either of thle
gentlemen aimed and to report on the
propiosition. Mr. Hedges is notifying then,
of our arrangement. The matter would
he dealt with under Section 54 of the (loy-
erment Railways Act.

That is how the matter opened. There is
somieting peculiar about the minute. First
of all the ('oinissioner says 'Mr. Hedges
Waited upon1 himl and inile a request to lease
the railway fromi Coolgardie to Kurrawang,
hut was not very clear as to details. Any-
body who knows Mr. Hedges will he much
surprised to learn of that-geutlesnan going to
the Commissioner with a definite propositionl
andl y et not being (-]ear as to details. Av(tti-
ally there were no details to dise,,ss. it
was% a question of leasing or refusqijigr to
lease a section of the line. There could Is-
no details except, perhaps, the questioin ot
the rent, or of the chares to he mad. filr
thc kae Yet we are told Mr. Tierlgs wa
not very clear as to details. Another point:
The (ommisqioner 's minute is addressed to,
the Chiief Engineer of Way and Works. and
it asks that officer to instruct the district en-
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gineer to report. The only thing the engineers
could report upon would be the engineering
aspect of the case. It seems extraordinary
that the district engineer should be asked to
report upont such a matter, because even a
laymen knows that if the Commissioner de-
ciiied that it would be a good thing to lease
the section of the line, there would be no
engineering- question about it.

The Minister for Works: The engineer
would have to give his opinion as to the cost
of maintenance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There are no instrue-
tious as to what he is to report upon.

The Minister for Works: He would under-
stand.

Hon, P'. COLLIER: Yes, of course, but
how would hie understand', He had no know-
ledge of the conversation between 11r.
Hedges and the Commissioner, no knowledge
of what was in the mind of the Commis-
sioner when lie asked for a report. In the
absence of definite instructions, the engineer
would report exclusively on engineering gnat-
tors.

Mr, 'Mann:, Is it not considered dangerous
on account of falling logs to have a wood
line adjavent to passenger tralffic?

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is a possibility
of accidents, but I have never heard of any.
The next page is really a precis from the
Forestry Department 'a file, as follows-

Mr. Hedges writes Hon. -Mr. Seaddan
referring to conversation re wood line from
Coolgardie into bush to south and south-
West. No formal application could be
made for permit until arrangements made
re carriage of wood between Coolgardie
and Kiirrawng. An agreement could lie
.arrived at which would benefit both Cool-
gardie and] Kurrawng. A large number
of the company's meii arc comfortably
located there with good gardens and water
laid on to their homes. Company's work-
shops could be used as at present. The
new line would give Coolgardie a much
needed lift towards prosperity.

21/9/21.-M.%r. Hfedges forwards a lithe.
to the Conservator of Forests showing the
peueral direction of a proposed timiber
tramway south-west of Coolgardie, and
inakes application for a trans9fer of per-
its to the South and south-west Cool-

gardie where firewood is available.
22/9/2k-floe. MrI. Scaddan asks Con-

servator of Forests if permit can be
granted to cut in the area suggested as it
is useless to discuss the leasing of one of
the Government lines, between Coolgartdie
and lKurrawang untill it is decided to grant
the hush in which to cut firewood.

3/11/21.-Conservator of Forests ad-
vises Hon. Mr. Scaddan that there is no
obijection from a forestry or legal stand-
point to the granting of a permit to the
conipaiiy to operate over the country ap-
plied for. 'Mr. Hedges has already maide
a tentative application for the tramway
lit'ruit which he p'roposes to conflim wheni

he has negotiated the leasing of the second
line of the Government railways between
Coolgardie and Kurrawang.

On the 17th November, 1921, the Minister
for Railways minuted to the Commissioner
And said-

InI connection with the application I
understand that -Mr. Hedges is making on
behalf of W.A. Goldfields Firewood
Supply, in which I understand your de-
partment is interested, 1I submit these
papers for your consideration. The Chief
Engineer for Way and WVorks on 20th
October, 1921, forwarded a copy of a re-
port from the district engineer, and writes
to the Commissioner as follows:-

Yours of 14th inst-I forward here-
with copy of report from. the district en-
gineer at Knigoorlie on above proposal.
Should this be agreed to the proposed al-
terations at Coolgardie and Kurrawang
stations will require to be amended. It
will also be necessary for us to maintain
the "~up"~ road, for which I presume Mr.
Hedges would pay.

He presumed wrongly.
In any agreement arrived at provision
should be made for the loss on the value of
the rails, fastenings, and sleepers that
would otherwise be removed for use
elsewhere. This would approximate as
follows: Coolgardie to Kurrawang, about
15 miles, 15 miles rails and fastenings,
at market price, £27,420, sleepers
15 miles at 2112 p.mi.-31,680 at 5s., f7,820,
total 135,340.

Thec district engineer deals purely with en-
gineering questions which. would be involved
in making the necessary alterations at the
Coolgardie andl a.t the Kurrawang Junction.
On pmage 2 of this report the Conunissioner
makes a miemorandum. HeP works out the ton-
nage in which he shows that for 1918-12 the
tonnage carried, that is firewood ex Kurra-
wvang, was 177,581 tons, for 19,19-20 119,566
tons, and 1920-21 145,614. Ile works out the
average at 147,587 tons per annum. At this
early stage in tbme proceedings the Commis-
sion~cr. after working out the average, as-
sunmes. an average of 100,000 tons per a111tiun11
o'-er the Coolgardie.TKurrawaag section. I
cainnot read Mfr. Pope's handwriting, but it
appe-ars that lie points out tbat they will get
a certain return for nothing at all. Hle has
shown by his own figures that the avern,;e for
the three years was 147,000 tons, but lie as-
suies, for the purpose of calculating the
charge', a tonnage of 100,000 tons.

The Minister for Works: Hle would still
have to get sonic firewood from the old line.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How did the Coin-
iissioner know anything about that? The

intention of the company may lhare been to
get nothinv from the old line hut to draw the
whole of time supplies from the new area.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: They could not
do that all at once.

HeIL. P. COLLIER: Pulling up the length
of line and putting it clown elsewhere a dis-

2945



2846 [ASSEMBLY.J

tonce of 25 miles would not take long at the
rate of half a mile a day, and a distance of
25 miles would take them to the new forest.

The Minister for Mines: They would ]lave
to get spur linies.

Hll. P. COLLIER, Not at the begin-
ning. If they got into the new bush they,
covid opcrate the liew line without having
many spurs.

The Minister for Works: Tfhey would
have 2,500 tons of rails to pull up as well as
all the sleepers.

H-on. IP. C'OLLI fE: The Minister is not
the only' one who knows all abount railways
or railnay construc-tion. On the 2 1st of Oc-tober 1921 the Commnissioner writes the fol-
lowing mnemorandlum-

1. The connectionf at Cbolgardic can be
muade-certain works are necessary for
which the company should pay.:g 2. The
lease would be for running ights over
about 15 miles 30 chains of track. The
lease must give the company exclusive
rights. .3. The present value of the rails,
fastenings and sleepers, material only-
would be about £36,000. At £!1,500 per
muile the track would cost £22,500. The
present mnarket price of 4.51b. rails and fas-
tenings is £1,400 per mile at port. Of
course, the company might be going to
simply transfer track of their own fromt
their bush lines which they could do prob-
ably ]or say £7.50 per ile-say £,12,000
for the to5 miles. Fifteen per cent, on
£:12,000 equals £1,800 per annum and eon,-
pany still owns the track. 4. The depart-
ment is getting nothing out of this section
of track at present, and not likely to. .5.
I think w-c should ask a lump loual by way
of rent to include maintenance and work-
ing costs at Coolgardie, to start the pro-
position we might ask 10 per cent, on

£36,000, equal to £3,600 per annum, equ~al
to 6 per cent, interest, 4 per cent. deprecia-
tin and throw in cost of maintenance,
Whatever is asked, the company is certain
to demuar at it and seek reduction. If ul-
tiiately we can get £2,000 per annumn from
the section, I think (in view of paragraph
4), we shall be doing very well.

Is thaqt a worthy minute for a man holding
a responisible p)osition as the CIonmmissioner
of Railways to write? He begins by saying
hie would start the proposition by asking
£3,6300 a year, before lie could have any know-
ledge, according to the file, as, to what the
company would be willing to pay. Further,
he had already decided to accept £E2,000. Hle
conic down more than 7.5 per cent. Is that
the proper method of doing busiess to start
off in a hIuxteriug style and ask £3,600 and
at the same time say one is willing to accept
£2,000? The Commnhsioner could have no
knowledge whatever as to what attitude the
comipany would adopt towards the former
proposition. It stemis to me a pettifogging
anid buistering way; of doing business onl the
piart of the Conmnissioner. On the 22nd Oc-
tober, following thme mninute I have just read,

the Commissioner writes as follows to Air.
Hedges:-

1. With reference to your call at this
office on the 14th instant relative to your
proposail to run a timiber line south-west
from Coolgardie, I have to inform you that
a connection could be givenr to the Govern-
ment system off what is known as the chaff
siding at ('oolgardie. This would entail
certain work within the railway reserve at
Coolgardie andi Kurrawang, which could by
carried out 1, the department, but at your
expense. Time work outside the railway'
boundary would le a matter for you to ar-
range yourself. 2. In regard to the run-
ning rights over the southern line between
Coogordie and Kurrawang, a distance of
15 uiiles 30 chains, a lease of this line,
giving y-our company the exclusive rights,
could be granted at a rental of £3,600 per
annum, which would include maintenance
of the line and wvorking costs at Coolgar-
die. The term of the lease would be three
years, as this is the mnaximum time allowed
under the Gov-ernmenit Railways Act for
a lease of this nature. 3. If you will be
good enough to let me know that these
terms are acceptable, instructions will be
given for estimates to be prepared in eon-
neetion with the work required within the
railway boundaries at Coolgardie and Kur-
rawang.

There is a minute front the Commissioner to
his engineer on tire 14th October. The matter
is then dealt with by the different officer.
On the 22nd October, eight days after, the
C'onmmissioner w-rites to Mr. Hedges making
certain proposals and setting out what he is
prepared to lease the line for. Up to this
stage, for IS dlays, there is no application in
writing on the file for the lease of the line.
Is that the way the Commissioner does busi-
cless He receives a man in his office and
starts making a verbal proposal to lease the
line. Hie then commnences a correspondence
asking for rel orts from the engineers con-
cerned. le sets out the terms and condi-
tions of the lease, but up to this tiue there
is no written appilication on the file for a
lease of the line. The first communication
wye hove from Mr. Hedges on the subject is
dated the 2.5th October, and that is in reply
to the Commissioner's letter.

The 'Minister for Works: Hle discussed it
inl his office.

lion. P. COLLIER: Is that the way one
does business? Would not the (lommir-
siommer be expected to tell im to put hi.
proposal in writing, when the whole matter
would he gone into? The Commissioner him-
self says that Mr. Hedges was not clear as
to the details. The Commissioner could not
well know whlat -Mr. Hedges' desires were.
He carries on the correspondence to the point
of making an offer to Mr. Hedges at a cer-
toin i-ate, although there was not a scrap of
pa-er on the file showing an application for
the lease. There is not even a letter from
Mr. Hedges saying he wants the lease. The
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only letters from him on the file are by nay
of replies from the Commissioner. He should
have been asked to put his proposals in
writing, stating what hie required and told
that the matter would then be proceeded
with.

Mr. Underwood: Ho might put up your
proposals.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The man who is muak-
ing the proposal should put it in writing.
Up to this stage the Conmmissioner shows a
lamentable lack of business method iii deal-
Ing with quvestions. If lie does business inl
this way f am not surprised that we ]lave
a loss.

The Minister for Works: Is there any-
thing about £1,500 a year for nmaintenancel

Hon. P. COLLIEKR: The Commissioner
put uip a ilefinite I roposal showing lie was
willing to lease, the section for £3,600 a year,
but at that time there was no application i
writin.7 on the file from 'Mr. Hedges. Mr.Hfedges. wrote to the Commissioner on the
26th October as follows:-

I am ini r'ceilpt of yours of the 22nd
instant re connection with Governmnent sys-
tem at Coolgardie, and have to thank you
for your prompt reply to my inquiry. Re
No. 1, 1 am tinder the impression that
when the details of the actual work to be
done are Lone into, it will be found that
the work required to be done by
the department will he very little,
and Could be very easily defined
with your engineer on the spot.
Regarding No. 2, in regard to running
rights over the line between Kurrawang
and Coulgardie. there i,4 only one thing
standing in the way, and that is the rental
proposal, £3-600 lper Anmnm. The require.
ireats of mines are now declining as the
output decreases, while our overhead[
chargres hlave increased iii, every wnv, al-
though economy has been I ractiscit to the
utirost, so fur as eleiiene 'y will allow.
Valuing the 15 miles at, say, £1,000 per
mile ais it lys ready to be pulled up-

He does not plate any extravagant valuec on
the railway-

I would be prertareui to pay 10 per cent, on
that amount (£1I,500) per annum, payments
monthly, anti to maintain the line in goo-l
running order (ordinary wear and tear ex-
epted). Thu gain to the ulepartiniet will
be considerable as Foon as work starts, as
new life will be puit into Coolgardie, hius-
nenss generally monst inecase without the

slightest expense to the Government, and
your department would be receiving inter-
,est on what is now a no-a-paying lenlgth of
railway. The mines will have an assuredi
supply of ti-rher for inny years to coizr?
at a reasnuable r-'te, wlich will allow fur-
ther developmeutal work to he proceeded
with. which will also be in the interests of
the State generally.

The letter is signed by W%. X. Hledges andl is
dated the 25th October, 1921.

Mr. Teesdale: He knew about the details
then.

lon. P'. COLIER: That is quite correct.
Mr. leiges knew the details, for hie said the
whole offer was satisfactory, essept as re-
ga-ds price. The offer he made in this letter
was actually bletter than that which the Coin-
missioner ultimately aecepkdM. He offered to
pay a rental of £V,500 per year and to main-
tamn the line. The Commissioner declined
thut offer andi, on the following day, the
26th October, he wrote to Mr. Hredges as fol-
lows:-

In reply to your letter of the 25th inst.,
relative to your p~roposed timber line from
Coolgardie, I1 have to inform you that I
regret 1 cannot rcommend a rental of
£1,500 a year for the running rights be-
twveen Coo~gardie and Kurrawanig as this;
is not sufficient eoiiirensation for the physi-
cal value ot the property proposed to be
leasecd. The vohuatian of 91,$00 per mile
is altogether too low, as at market rates,
the value of the rails anti fastenings would
be £27,420, and of the! sleepers, £7,920,
minking a total exceeding £35,000, and
it was at 10 lwr cent, on that
amount, onl which mly uYffer of £3,600
pi-i annuml was based. t amn quite
prepared to imnit that material of
Ibis 'a In e may not be rciiiired for
your purposes, but I cannot think that in
any case, youi could put down a track suffic-
ient to bridge the gap between Coolgardic
and Kurranrug at any sunm which would
represent a rental charge of less than
£2,000, and iii order to come to anl absolute
hedrek, with a. vk w to facilitating your

binsand taking into consideration the
farts youl mention m to the revival of Cool-
gardie, and the assulrance of a timb~er sup-
ply to the mines, I would be prepared to
dhenl with you on a basis of £2,000 per an-
nuin, your company to carry out the main-
tenance of the travc within tha railway
boundaries to the satisfaction of the Chief
Engineer for Ways and Works.

Ile sioka aboult £e2,000 as rent and the corn-
I-any were to carry oult the maintenance of
the line. The Commissioner must be an on.
s01 histicated individual! Fancy paying any
attention to the state-ienls about the revival
of Ceolgardie l There would he tn-o traiuns
every day, coming fruom 2.5 niils out in the
hush and simply running through Coolgardie
en the way to Kalgoorlie. Yet the Comnmis-
sion~er nwas in,[ ressed by tlhe suggestioa that
the running of the trains through Coolgardie
inight lend to a great revival at that cectrel
It wouldl not result in another bob being
spent in ('nolgordie. It might lead to some
re; ival in Coolgardie if the woodcutters were-

plermitted to draw their stores from the bus-
ili-Ss peCople in that township. We know,
however, that they are not allowed to do so
but thm't they hapve to) get their stores. from
th-. company. The Commissioner mrst have

beecn very unsophisticated if he could swval-
low the yarn about the wonderful revival
ahead of Coolgardie because two trains were
to run through the town.
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Mr. Davies: They might stop on the re-
turn journey.

'Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, for a drink.
Mr. O'Loghlen: No, the company hare a

gallon license and supply the men.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, they do that too.
The Minister for Mines: You know that

the men would not work unless they were
provided with those eonveniences.

Hon. P. COLIER: I am not complaining
about that; hut I am wondering where the
wonderful revival in connection with Cool-
gardie is to come in.

The Minister for Mines: Unfortunately there
would he a revival at Coiolgardie if only ten
more goats were taken there.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Mrt. Hedges offered to
take the line over at a rental of £2,000 per year,
the company to maintain the line. Mr. Hfedges
knew all about the details, because in reply on
the 26th October he wrote as follows:

Ilam in receipt of yourlatterof even date-
He did not lose any time in replying to the Coin-
missionet's letter-

and note that you consider my previous offer
of £1,500 per annum too low, and that you
are prepared to deal on a basis of f2,000 per
annum, my company to carry out maintenance.
I would be glad if you wold reconsider the
maintenance item, as your men have to work
along your track andi could quite easily attend
to the little maintenance required by our
limited running. I would be prepared to
Ray the C2.000 per annum, if you will take on
:*ne maintenance.
Mr. Teesdale: The men, so to speak, could

put in their spare time at it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Evidently that pars-

graph impressed the Comimissioner of Railways.
The Minister for Mines: It must be remem-

bered that that particular line is maintained
in a condition to ran an express train over it,
and no wood line is maintained in anything like
such a condition.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That may be so, but the
wood lines require constant attention.

The Minister for Mines: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister surely will

not say that lie could leave any section of
the line for weeksi or months without attention!

The Minister for Mines: They could be left
with a very limited amount of attention.

31r. Davies: Theyr would only, get very
limited attention for an expenditure of f.500
per annum.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The cost of keeping twso
men to look after the repair wvork would run
into £500 per annum, and surely no one could
argue that any 15-mile section of our railways
could he kept in much repair through the efforts
of two maintenance men.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What would happen if a
thunderstorm was experienced and Rome culverts
were washed away ?

Hon. P. COLLIER : -.%r. Hedges said he
would tiny £:2,000 per year as rental, the Com-
missioner to do the maintenance work. On the
next day' , the 27th October, the C'omumissioner
ivrte-

tn .- After further consideration, I agree
to ntr all of £2,000 per annumn for the running

rights over the sonithern line of railwvay be-

tween Coolgardie and Kurmwsang, the main-
tenance of same to he undertaken by and at
the expense of this department.

That was the final decision of the Conmmissioner.
While apparently maintaining the pretence in
his correspondence that he was endleavouring
to get the larger amount for rental, in view of
the minute appearing earlier in the file in which
he had decided to accept £2,000, the position
must be clear to everyone that his attitude wans
that of mere pretence.

Mr- O'Logblcn: Do you think Hedges was
acquainted with the contents of the first minute?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is quite possible. We
know how information leaks out and if the Com-
missioner had made up hi., mind to accept £2,000.
he was very injudicious in placing that fact
on record. At the very commencement of the
negotiations. however, that appears on the
file. Eventually Mr. Hedges got his whole way
in the matter and the Commissioner yielded right
along the line. T consider that the rental agreed
upon by the Commissioner was outrageous.
He talks piffling nonsense on the file abouit the
facilities offering for cheap wood supplies to
keep the mines going. The Commissioner did not
know that that was the position. There is no
information on the file to show whether the
companyv was in the position to pay C2,000 or
£10,000. There is no information disclosed
except, so far as Ifr .Hedges may have conveyed
certain information to the Commissioner when
that memorable interview took place betweem
them. We do know, however, that by this
concession the company ame rlieved of the haul-
age of wood over 46 miles. They were hauling
wrood for a distance of 86 miles on the old wood
line, and by transferring 25 miles South to (Co-
gardie, and travelling over the 15 miles of the sec-
tion under discussion, the company could proceed
over a distance of 40 miles, as against the 86
miles, representing a total haulage of 411 miles
saved to the company. Assuming that it costs
the company Id. per ton per mile-we do not
know what it would cost. becauge there is no
information on that point disclosed on the file-

The Minister for Mlines: It could not possibly
coat the companye that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know about
that.

The 'Minister for Mfines;: In the first place,
the comupanys. capital cost is nothing in com-
parison with that borne by the Governmnent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I k-now that the depart-
ment charge 2d. per ton per mile, hut it was
suggested the other day that the department
made no profit out of ite haulage of firewoaod
at that rate. Surely it does not cost the depart-
ment snore than double that which it would cost
the compny. They have to pay the same
ivages and less ruinning costs. There are good
measons why it costs the department minr than
the companyv to run their railw~ays, hut allowing
for all that, it is Rel 'y a fair thing to nusnme
that it would cost the company Id. per ton per
mile. The file showvs that the officers had no
information as to whtat the cost would be to the
company, but assuming that it cost bd. per- ton
per mile, the company would he relieved of
ain annual charge in icapect of the lunulatt' over
the e,%tra 411 miles of £E28,000 in Pound figures.
The advantage, if the comipany were to lie
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charged the usual haulage rate--this is where
the Commissioner failed in that be did not put
up the proposal to the company that they should
haul the firewood over the Government railways
in the ordinary way and pay the usual rates--
would have been clear. If the company could
have subsequently shown that they were not
able to supply firewood to the mines at the con-
tract price by the adoption of such a proposal,
the matter could have been reviewed, but it
was for the company to demonstrate first that
they could not afford to pay those rates. The
omrmissioner swallowied the proposal straight

away. Mr. Hedges, apparently, told him a lot
of balderdash about what the company could
or could not pay and the Commissioner seems to
have swallowed it all. The Commissioner has
a responsibility to see that the public interests
are protected and it should have been for him
to put up a proposal that the company should
pay the usual haulage rate on the wood taken over
the Government line. If the company showed
that those rates could not be paid, then the
Commissioner and the Government might have
been justified in making a concession to the
company enabling the supply of firewood to the
mines to be kept up. The company should have
paid the ordinary rate of 2s. 8d. per ton, less
5~d. because the company used their own trucks,
making a net charge of 2s. 3d. per ton. If
they had paid those rates, they would still
have saved the extra haulage over 46 miles of
line in the bush. The fact that they would have
been relieved of haulage over that distance
would have more than compensated the com-
pany for the amount paid on such A basis.
The Commissioner, however, took no steps to
inform himsePlf on that point. I have worked
out the figures on the basis of 147,000 tons of
firewood hauled pcr year, and on that basis
the saving to the company would be something
in the vicinity of £10,000 annually. Where a
company obtain a concession of that nature.,
we find that the Commissioner does not ask
for such a charge as will cover the cost of interest
and depreciation.

,Sittingq suspenrded fromni 6.15 to 7*.jtp pa.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I desire to show wha
this concession means to the wvoodline company.
Had the Commissioner taken the course which
I contend he should have taken iii the circum-
stances, even if other concessions were made
later on, he should have submitted to the com-
pany that he would haul the wood over the 15
miles of Governmnt line at the ordinary rates.
Had that been done and assuming that the
tonnage Annually were equal to the average of
the last three years, namely, 141,000 tons,
and allowing the rate of 2s. Nd. a ton less 5d.,
1because of tbe wood being hauled in the com-
pany's own trucks, this would have meant 2 s. 3d.,
or a total to the company of 10,500 a year.
Instead of doing that the company will pay
£2,000 a year rental, plus of course the cost of
hauling to the comnpany. If u-c assume that the
cost is ld. per ton per mile over the 15 miles,
that wcould be £9,000, so that the company
would make a saving of the difference between
£9,000 and £16,500. It has been said that the
cost of Id. per ton to the company is excessive.

If wve assumne that the cost to the company
be only 3d. a ton, then it means that the con-
cession is all the more valuable to the company.
If nowv in addition to the £2,000 a. year rental
which the company will pay their hauling
cost is Atd. per ton per mrile over the 15 miles,
it would amount to £4,500 plus the £2,000, a
total of £6,500. Therefore, the concession that
the company have obtained means the difference
between the £:6,600 and £16,500 ; in other words
a concession of £10,000 per annum. It may
be said that the company could not afford to
pay the usual rates and that the price of wood
to the mines would be increased. It was the
bounden duty of the Commissioner to satisfy
himself on these paints first of all. Charged as
he is with the control of the railways, and with
the responsibility of doing his best in the interests
of the railways, it was his duty, before making
this extraordinary concession, to satisfy him-
self as to whether the company could pay the
ordinary rates. On the figures, I say that the
company could pay the ordinary rates and still
not be at any greater expenditure than in the
past. This would be so, because the company
would save a haulage of 46 miles on every ton
of wood. Assuming that the cost was Id. per
ton per mile this would mean an annual saving
of £28,000, or at kd. per ton per mile, a saving of
£14,000. Whichever way one examines the
figures, he finds that the company by this con-
cession will make a profit as against their opera-
tions of the past year of anything from £8,000
to £10,000. Having regard to the financial
position of the railway system, is any Govern.
ment officer justified in grainting such a con-
cessinn involving to the department a loss which
at tbe amei rime means a pmofit of £8,0110 to
£10,000 to the company ?It is idle for the
Commissioner to talk aboGut assisting the in-
dustry and to talk about the price of firewood to
the mines and all the rest of it, Quite a lot of
quibbling explanations have been put tip, hut
the hard cold fact remains, that the Commissioner
has made a deal which involves the State in a
toss of anything up to £1l,500 a year and means a
net gain to the company, over and above their
operations of last year, of £8,000 to £1 0,000.
On the figures, this is demonstrated quite clearly.
There is a prdcis on the file, which amounts to
a defence, put forward by the Commissioner.
He said-

The proposal was a good one from the rail-
way point of view, because it would give
revenue from this section which was earning
absolutely nothing and had no prospiect of
producing revenue.

He thought it better to get £2,000 from this
section, even if it did nt cover All costs, than
to be earning nothing at all. That is a very
plausible e'wlunstion, Fut there -was no need to
allow the rnilway to remain idle and earn
nothing. It wvas contemplated by thle (lovern-
ment that the line should he pulled up and
utilised elsewhere, where it would be earning some-
thing. If there was no Alternative ton allowing
the rails to remain there idle, there might have
been something in this contention, but there were
several different parts of the State waiting
for rails for lines which it is contended would be
payable, so that the road could have been lifted

2,949
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and made profitable elsewhere. Another pact-
graph states:-

If the department declined, it wrould he
open for the company to transfer 15 miles of
its own track to connect Kurrawang with
('oolgardie. the expense of which transfer
would have to he home by the mines, through
costs for firewood. It is the policy of the
department to give any legitimate assistance
to the mining industry, sutch as facility for
economical firewood supply, as the Raihlvay
Department gets indirect returns froma other
mining tra'Ti and tinqki of those engaged in
the industry.

Trhe ('ommniqsioncr does not understand the
Nituation. It would not have been open to the
company to make a connection without the
consent of the Government. If the Covern-
ment decided that the company should pay
the ordinary rates over this 1.5-mile section,
naturally they would decline any request by the
company for permission to construct a line from
Kurrawang to Coolgardic, so that argument
falls to the ground. With regard to the tomn-
missioner's statement that the expense of the
transfer would have to he bomne by the mines,
how does the Commissioner know this ? Does he
know anything about the terms and conditions
under which the company supply firewood?
There is nothing in the file to show that he does.
There is nothing in the file to show that the
mines would have to hear the increased cost by
saving a haulage of 46 miles, a saving representing
practically £,28,000 a year. The company
would hare been in a position to incur increseed
expenditure without being tinder the necessity
of passing it on to the mines. The Commissioner.
for the purpose of his own argument, assumes
without any evidence at all that the wood wom-
pany were working at absolute bedrock,' and
that any increase in the burden would have
to he passed on to the mines. While that
might have been so in the past, having regard
to the saving of mileage, the company could
well have incurred the additional expenditure
of £8,000 to £10,000 without being under the
necessity of passing it on to the mines.

Mr. Lutcy: I suppose he would give the
mining companies the benefit of the saving 7

Hon. P. COLLIER: It ought to cub both
ways. If he was anxious to assist the mines,
he should have Stipulated that any concession
to the company shoold have gone to benefit the
mines by a reduction in the price of firewvood.
There wits ni such stipulation. The gain goes
to the firewood company. Again the Corn-
mr,;sioncr says:-

Suich a lease as that proposed was con-
templated by Section 64 of the Government
Railways Act, 1904. There was even reasion
for granting it and no reason for refusing it.
It would have been absurd for the depart-
ment to he polling up this section of track
and for the company to he simultaneously
laying down a track of its own alongside it,
the expense of which would fall on the mining
industry. It remained to consider the terms.

The Comitsiioner of Railways above all persons
should know that this track could have been
pulled up, and it would not have been necessary
to lay down any other track. Under this agree-
ment wye have lying idle 15 miles of railway with
mails, fastenings, and sleepers estimated to be

worth £S6,000l, which are entirely unnecessary,
because one Line is more than sufficient to carry
Government traffic and any wood the company
might hal over it as well. The traffic on the
line during the next 12 months will not be more
than seven trains per- day and one line alone is
capable of taking 24 tmani per day, an average
of one per hour. One line is sufficient for all
the renuirernents yet uinder this agmreeent
the Commisgioner has tied down a section of I5
miles, worth £30,000! 1 e is retaining two
sections of line to do work which is insufFicient
to emplo 'y one section for half its time. The
w'hole of the traFei on that line, even allowing
for the compan'v's tonnage of 147,000 tons per
year, equal to about two trains each 'ay per
day plus an equal number for the C'overnment,
could easily have been cardied over the one
section. AsBk any railway man whether it is
not quite an easy mastteir to run 24 trains in
24 hours on one such single section.

Mr. Stiubbs: Has the agreement been ratified
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know. It

would have been very much ]letter for the Govern-
ment to have made a suitable reduction in the
ordinary rates. Instead of charging 2s. 3d. per
ton, if it was found that the company could not
pay that without increasing the cost of the wood
to the mines, it would have been better and more
satisfactory to have said to the company, ", Work
out what is the capital cost to the department
of hauling over the 15-mile section," and then
fix a rate at the actual cost. By so doing it
would have been competent for the Government
to handle all their own traffic and the wood
line traffic, and then remove the i5 miles of
rails to somewhere else, where they might have
been required. The Commissioner goes on to
say this-

A4 toll on a tonnage basis might have been
made the basis of the lease. This would have
necessitated delays and expense for weighing,
etc., and the revenue would have declined
if the quantity of firewood had declined. It
wvas considered better to make a fixed rent.
All the firewood would be hauled by the
comnpany's engines on the company's trucks.
No expense for wvay-billing or accounting
of any sort would come on the department
under this system. It was calculated that
probably in the vicinity of 100,000 tons per
annum would he hauled over the section.
On this basis £2,0010 would give 4s. 8d. per
ton toll-qual to -32d. (one-third of a penny)
per ton per mile by way of toll. This was
considered a reasonable charge. for the simple
use of a piece of track which it was proposed
to pull lip.

Let us examine that argument. He assumes
there were only 100,000 tons per annum to be
hauled, although earlier in the file the calcula-
tion is on a basis of 147,000 tons, which was the
correct basis. The Commissioner had no justifi-
cation for assuming that there would be a lesser
quantity of wood requiied in the next 12 months
than was supplied in the preceding year. As
a matter of fact there was good warrant for
assuming that the quantity would be greater
than the previous; year's tonnage by a consider-
able extent. But to make it appear that the
concession is not so great as it actually is, he
says this-
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It is calculated that probably in the vicinity
of 100,000 tons per annum would he hauled
over this section.

NoG such thing w~as calculated. It wYas calculated
that there would be 147,000 tons, and it is idle
for the Commissioner to work in the lesser
quantity. Then he says that one-third of a
penny per ton per mile by way of toll he con-
siders a reasonable charge. And he goes on
to say-

It may be said that freight shouldl have
been charged over the section instead of a
lease being granted. Apart from this being
opposed to the spirit of the Government
Railways Act, Which speci'eally provides
for lease of running rights in such a case as
this,. .

'Does the Miinister nderstand w-hat the Com-
missioner means there ? lHe ays-[

Apart from this being opposed to the spirit
of the Railays Act, it specilically prov ides-

It does not specifically provide, and I fail to
see that it is oppoaed to the spirit of the Govern-
ment Railways Act to charge freight in the
ordinary way. The Commissioner savs-

The operations of the company at ool-
gardie will give a fillip to that town whic;h
is badly needed.
The Minister fur Mines: You would not

attempt to controvert that.
Hon. P. COLLIER: 'Mr. Hedges must have

been mast eloquent and convincing when he
was pleading that point in the famous interview
he had with the Commissioner. Fancy pleading
the wonderful prosperity that would accrue to
Coolgardie from Mr. Hedges' trains running
through it twice a dcav !Anid listen to this too!
And this from a, £2,000 a year man! flow
hard-pressed he mnust have been for an argu-
mneat when he wrote this-

It Will be to the advantage of the gold-
fields and State for visitors passing to and from
the Eastern States to Witness some activity
going on at Coolgardie and on the railway

-between there and Kalgoorlie.
Imagine the delight of Interst-ite visitors travel-
ling east or travelling West, on arriving at that
15-mile section betwveen Cnolgsrdie and Kurra-
,wang, putting their heads out of the carriage
windows end seeing a& train load of firewood
passing through. and then only two train loads
a day ! The Commissioner Would hare to
compel Mfr. Hedges to see that those train loads
of wood were moving along that section when
the express was passing through.

Mr. Lambert: Don't be too hard.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Did you ever hear a

sensible man putting up such a ridiculous argu-
ment 7

M&r. Machollrn Smith:- And fancy the Tourist
Bureau not mentioning anything about this!

Hon. P. COLLIER:- The Tourist Bureau
have been very negligent in this re-spect. We
should get a few photographs of these wood
trains, have them enlarged and place them in
the Tnterstete express. At any rate these
photographs would he much more impressive
than looking out of the window at a firewood
train on a hot summer evening.

Mr. Lote~y: And the passengers getting a
few firewood sper~ks in their eyes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister could not
have thought of this point wihen he agreed to
grant the company the right to construct a line
from Kurrawang to the mines. 7 want to call
attention to the extraordinary wray in which the
Commissioner of Railw-ays conducted this busi-
ness. He accepts the v-erhal application made
in his office. He did not ask the applicant to
put anything into writing. There is no request
on the fie of what Mr. Hedges wanted. There
is no application for a lease Of the sction or
anything about the conditions he offers. He
commences the proceedings in a verbal way
and carries on the business in a lackadaisical
and slipshod fashion. It is wvorthy of note,
too, that the Comiioiner dirt not ask any of
his tral1ic oflicers, to report upon this matter.
One would have thought that he would have
asked the Chief Traffic Manager to report on it.
It Was not an engineering matter; that Would
be well known to everybody. It was purelyr
a trafice matter. But no traffic officials were,
asked to investigate it, to supply details as to
the tonnage likely to be carried over the section,
as to the price charged, or as to the profit or
loss that Would be incurred by the department.
There are 101 different points that the Cnnimis-
sioner should have been informed upon and
on Which he should have obtained the advice
of his officers. But nowhere is it showii that he
consulted anybody. Then, when the Minister
was Asked questions in this Rouse, I take it
that the answer.- which Were given Wrere supplied
by the Commissioner it was asked what was
the estimated tonnage that wvould he hauled
over this section, and the Commissioner ab-
solutely evaded the question. I say that he
deliberately fioutart the House. The answer
given was that it would depend upon the eon-
sumaption of firewood upon the mines. That
would lead one to believe that the Commissioner
had not made any estimate of the tonnage to
be hauled over the section. whereas the file
shows that the estimate is in his own handwriting,
and that he had averaged the matter over a
period of three years. Yet he gave the House
no answer to that tpuestion, aind merely replied
that it Would depend upon the consumption
by the mines. Had he not taken the trouble
to make en estimate, he would have been shown
to be utterly incompetent for his position.
Because how could he consider the matter ?
How could he deal with it at all unless he had
some idea of the tonnage to be hauled over the
section ? In all these respects, no matter which
way it was handled, the Commissioner failed
to protect the interests of the State, He failed
to deal with the matter in a businesslike way,
in a way that one would expect ftom any officer
holding the high and responsible position of
Commissioner of Railways. He handled it in
the manner that one would expect a twopenny-
hablf-penny subject to be dealt with, and right
throughout he failed to safeguard the interests
of the State. He made an agreement wvith a
well-to-do company that Could afford to pay
an additional £8,000 or £10,000 a year and he
actually put that Rum into the pockets of that
concern, which was already making good profits;
an agreement wmhich involved the Railway
Department in a. loss. That is a condition of
things for which this officer deserves censure.
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Therefore I subiemit. the motion standing in my
flame.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES AX) RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. J. Seaddan-Albany) [8-01: In
the ordinary cours of events., thie debate on
a motion of such a drastic nature as this would,
after the remarks of the member moving the
motion, be adjourned for consideration. In this
instance, however. I propose to deal with the
matter straight away, As I consider such a course
essential, not only in the interests of the Com-
missioner himself; but in the interests of a proper
understanding of the question by the general
Public. Since T have been a member of this
Chamber I recollect no case of such a drastic
motion being submitted for consideration, a
motion the carrying of which means that a highly
placed ofcial, 'a man holding one of the most
.mporan posff itions under the Croean, should

bre sbjectd to dismissal by a vote nf the Legisla-
tv Asembly. In the circumstances, I con-

aider it essential that the matter should receive
consideration from every "aspct, and that the
fullest attention should'be given to the effect
of the carrying of the motion. I knowv that the
Lesader of ithe Opposition would not be a party
to having such a question as this dealt with
lightly. T am satisfied that the hon. gentleman
is convinced in his own mind that there has been
something larkcing on the part of the Corn-
missioner in dealing with this question ;but T
think the hear. gentleman has been led to that
conclusion by lack of a proper understanding,
not only of the Powers conferred on the Com-
missioiner, lbut also of conditions prevailing in
K~algoorlie and on the Eastern Goldfields gener-
ally. His remarks this evening may lead hon.
members to think that something has occurred
which calls for censure from this House. Let
me first of all point out that no agreement
whatever has been made for the handing over
to the firewood comnanyri of any Government
Property, either railsvay or otherwise. All that
has been attempted by the Commissioner, in
accordance wvith the pow~ers conferrd upon him
by the Railwvays Act, is to give to a person,
in this instance a person representing a comn-
pain', already having the right under the Rail-
ways Act to construct a siding to connect with
our railways, the further right to run over a
portion of the Oovernment railway system, and
thus 'connect with another portion of the core-
pay own line. Unquestionably the Railways
Act intended to confer such a power upon the
Commissioner. I leave out of consideration.
for the moment, the amount to lie paid for that
further right, and also the surrounding conditions.
I deal no~w only with the question whether the
Commissioner has the right under the Railways
Act to adopt a method of this kind. First of
all, the firewood company in question are to-
day operating from floorabbin, a point north
of Kirrawang, on our Eastern Goidlields line.
The di~tance frm Rurrawang to the head] of
the Railway line is about 96 mile,. The average
haul per train upon the Kurruwang line would b e
anything from 80 to 8.3 miles. The hend of
the line, which is 00 miles from Karran-ang, is
only six miles from Boorabbin, on our Eastern
Coilields railway. Now, are we entitled to say,
e sug, -- ted liy the Levader of the Opposition,that the vompanY shall carry their wood to the

nearest point on the Government railway, that
they shall bring their wood into Bmoorbbin,
and that wre shall haul it from Boiorabbin to
Coolgardie, and that the company shall thereupon
resume hautling and convey theZ %rood into Kal-
goorlie ? The Leader of the Opposition wvill
at once admit that that would he an absolutely
impossible position.

31r. Murisie: Do you] say it is only six miles
from Boorabbin to Kuinuwang ?

The 3]INISTER FOR AUN'XS: Ye.
Mr. Munnie: It is nearer 60 miles.
The MINISTER FOR 39flES: I have here

the plan which has been given to me.
Mr. Munnie: I do not care about your plan.

I have just been out on the line.
The MINISTER FOR IMES: The nearest

point on the Kurrawang line to the Vovrernment
railway as given to me is about six miles from
floorabbin.I

Mr. Muasie: It was, about three years ago.
The MINISTER FOR INES: Ho'. does

that aOeet my argument ? When the company
are so near, they should bring their wood into
Boorabbin and carry it into Kalgoorlie.

Mr. hfunsie: No, they should not.
'The MINISTER FOR MNES: At Kurra-

wang, where the company connect with the
goldfields line, they have established workshops.
The Kurrawang Firewood Company are not
like the Lakeside Firewood Company, inas-
much as the former have their own rolling-
stock for convey- ing their fi rewood. It would he
absurd for the Railway Department to say that-
a company with rolling-stock of their own should
unload their wood from that rolling-stock into
our rolling-sitock for the purpoise of its being
carried over our line, and subsequently again over
their line. When we had the firewood trouble
in 1919, all possible means were employed to
arrive at a settlement. Unfortunately there
were three parties affected: the companies

prviig the mines with firewood, the men
enaedi cutting the firewood in the bush, and

the mines to wvhichi the firewood is being supplied.
From the point of viewv of the Railway Depart-
ment and of the Government, there was only one
important party to be considered : and that was
the mining indusatry itself. I took the view
then, and I still take the view, that the firewood
industry, being only a subsidiary industry, was
really of no importance us compared with the
mining industry. For the sake of the mining
industryv, so long as no person is mnaking an ex-
orbitant profit at the exiiense of that industry,
we as a Government, and this Parliament,
and the Western Australian people, aiprepae
to ake such conditions as wvill1 result in fire-
wood being supplied to the min"s at sh,-li a price
as wvill enable the lowvest possible grande of ore,
to he treated. Another point arising is, whether
the Commissioner had the right to take that con-
sideration into account ?I venture to assert
that the Commissioner and myself, during the
last few Years, have received more criticism
on the ground that we have allegedly fixed
freights without regard to the interest., of the
various induistries affected, than on atny other
Scoem. I venture to assert, further, that our
railways ought to be operated on a hasis of
consideration for the exist ence of this S'tatesA
principal indu~tsies.
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Mr. Willeock: Industries requiring State as-
sistance. should receive it by direct vote.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: -I such a
system were adopted, this House would be
called upon during the next few years to deal
with such Budgets as would drive the hon.
member interjecting and myself into a lunatic
asylum before they were disposed of.

Mr. Wilicock: Oh, that is all very wvell I
The MINlSTER FOR 'MINES: It is the

practice all over the world to make freights
and conditions on a raitlway system such as
will promote industries. Surely the hon. membher
realises that if we attempted to make a rate
book on one Hlat rate, subsidiuing by means of
votes from the Treasury any industry requir-
ing assistance--

Mr. Wilicoek: I do not suggest that.. But
the firewood should not ho carried at a loss.

The MUNISTER FOR 'MINES: At no time
since I have been iii charge of the Railway De-
partinent-as Miinister merely, and Liaying
responsibility only for general policy, and no
responsibility fur the details of operation;, I
refuse to carry that responsibility, not being
Commissioner of Railways-at no time have I
allowed the department's finances to be affected
by any concession granted to either the firewood
companies or the mining industry. What the
Railway Department have done has been to
mnake such arrangements as would enable the
fi rewood companies to get their firewood carried
to the mines at a cheaper rate per ton than we
could carry it. Having been an engine-driver
on our railway system, the member for Ger-
aldton (bir. Willcoek) knows perfectly wvell
that the saff of the Railway Department would
not permit ths Government to carry traffic under
the same conditions as obtain on wood lines.
He knows that the Railway Department have
to haul their coal 400 miles to Kalgoorlie, where
it costs from 32s. to 33s. per ton. As against
this cost, thle firewood companies obtain their
fuel, in the shape of wood, at a few shillings
per ton, cut in the bush and put on their loco-
motives. it would be absolutely suicidal to
insist that Collie coal should be hauled hundreds
of miles to be burnt in the conveyance of fire-
wvood, with the cost of that coat charged up
against the firewood delivered at the mines.

Mr. Willeock: You could not run an up-to-
date railway service with firewood.

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: If we were
to compel that wood to be carried over the
Government line, using Collie coal at the price
I have mentioned, the cost of the firewood
to the mines would be such as to cripple the mining
industry. The Railwvay Department took the
responusibility, and I san prepared now to stand
by it, of permitting the Kur-swang Firewood
Company to take their line across ours to Lake-
side, in order that they might still haul for a
considerable distance over their own line with
firewood as fuel instead of coal, thus enabling
the mines to obtain cheap fuel. The Kurra-
wang Firewood Company hav-e their engine
sheds and repair shops at Kurrawang. They
have also the whole of their administration
established there. They are now cutting out
their principal areas of firewood up to the point
where they cant get the fuel at rea.,osn il te cost.

They are coming to the end of their tether, and
they have applied for an area 25 miles south of
Coolgardie, the nearest point where the line
would touch the particular forest in which they
now propose to Oct Of course, eventually
they w-ill have to extend their tramway into the
forest. If we were to adopt the course which
the Leader of the Opposition suggests, it means
thnt the firewood company would haul 25 miles
with their engine, and then stop their engine.
whereupon we would hook on with our engine
and haul the firewood as far as Kurrawang,
whbere we would take off our engine, to let the
company Pick up again with their own loco-
motive and haul the wood to the mines. I know
the Leader of the Opposition would not suggest
that that is a practicable method. Either we
must take the wood right from 0oolgardie to
the mines, or we must give the firewood company
an opportunity of carrying their line across ours,
so as to connect up with their other line. Taking
that consideration into account, I declare that
the intention of Section 64 of the Railways
Act is to meet a case of that sort, where a com-
pany are operating a. aiding connected with the
Government railway system, and have a similar
siding operating at some other point on the
Government railway system. So long as such
permission is not detrimental to the intereqts
of the Railway Department, the Commissioner
is authorised by the Railways Act to make an
agi. emen!: enabling the company to have running:
rights over the Government lines in order that
they may connect up again with their own line.
7 venture to say there has been no case in the
history of the Western Australir.n Government
Reiilwaysv~ where the granting of a demand of
this kind has been more justifiable than it is in
this particular instance. Whatever may be
said regarding the tensms of the agreement,
no one can fairly corapluin of the Commisioner's
making an arrangement by which running rights
such as asked for by the firewood company in
this particular instanice are granted. This case
is not on all fours with any other. Unquestion-
ably, the section referred to empowers the Com-
missioner, if he thinks fit, to give any person the
right to connect at any point with the Govern-
Went railway system,'and so give that person
running rights over the entire railway system.
The Commiisioner can do that if be so desires.
But be does not desire it, and he does not dlo it.
He would not be so foolish as to (10 it. He only
gives running rights to connect when the cir-
cumstances warrant it. Let me point olit, too,
that it is quite true the Government had under
consideration the taking up of the 141 miles of
duplicate line between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie.
it was in contemplation ; but I believe there
was a good deal of hostility in Kalgoorlie to
the proposal. No less a person than the mayor
of Kalgoorlie raised a protest, which he based
on the ground of the moral effect which the
taking up of that mileage of line between Cool-
gardie end Kalgoorlie wvould have on the mining
industry of the Eastern Goldfields. The mayor
of Kalgoorlie suggested that the Government
should rather carry the burden of maintaining
that duplicate line than allow such a detrimental
influence to operate on the mining industry,
nire r trrit-ularly the industn- in Kalgoorlie.
Thore wai a rood deal of complaint.
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Hon. P'. Collier: There wans only the corn-
plaint fronm the may' or.

The 31INISTER FOR MIXES: There were
complaints frm other quarters us well. After
all, however, the mayor was the mouthpiece of
the people of Kalgoorlie. I have heard of no
meeting being called in Kalgoorlie for the pur-
pose of calling the mayor to a"count for having
put forward such statements.

Alr. Munsie: Public meetings carried resolu-
tions that if the line wvere pulled up the rails
should be taken to, Esporance.

TheMINISTER FOR MINES: That is further
evidence of the methods sometimes employed
at public meetings. Imagine taking up 25
miles of rails, railing them to Fremantle and
shipping them thence to Esperance, when prob-
ably ire wvould have 25 miles of rails available
here.

Mir. Lutey: Are they herem
The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we cannot

find rails closer to FEsperance than the mails at
Coolgardie I think Espenince wrill have to wait
a little time for its line. It was merely public
prejudice. The Government having decided
to take up' that dluplicate line, it was to all
intents and purposes of no further value to the
Commissioner. But while the Commissioner
is entitled to look after his owm business, he i
not entitled to fix against any firm or companry,
charges on the basis of the profits derived by
that company.

Mr. Lutey: That is the argument they put
uip, namely that they wanted to eupply cheaper
firewood.

The MIINISTER FOR MINES: That is sound
enough. The Commissioner, subject to his
not taking any action which would mean a loss
to his department, has no right to impose con-
ditions that would seriously affect the mining
industry.

Mr. Lanmbert: Now the Lakeside company
want similar concessions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course.
Who are not wanting additional concessions
The Government having decided to take up
the rails, it had to he remembered that the
Commissioner had on his capital charges the
original cost of constructing that line, and that
when he should take it up, all he could levy
against the department to whom he transferred
the rails would he the depreciated value of the
rails to-day, and the depreciated value of the sleep-
en. Also, there was to be counted the cost of tak-
ing them up and loading them on trucks. And,
as the Minister for Works now interjects, the
sleepers would be no good. Coinsequently the
Commissioner took the view that it would be
preferable to lease the running rights over that
line which hie did not want and which would
cost money to remove. The lease represented
at any rate a profit without any cost other than
the cost of maintaining the line in a condition
fit to nun wood traffic. I agree with the Com-
missioner that in view of the fact that the line
cias running side by side with and on the sme
bed as, the goldfields express, the cost of main-
tenance would be practically negligible, and that
whatever charge he made to the company would
represent a net return to the department. Hie
did not give the company a lease for 25 or 30
years, he granted thenm a lease for only three
years, and he provided that if we should require

the rails they could be taken up at three months
notice. Was it not a fair brisiness deal to earn
E-9,000 per annum with the line until such time
as the Government should want the rails ?
The Leader of the Opposition tried to make the
Rouge believe that the lease wvould mean the
loss of £1,500 per annum to the Commissioner,
that the value of the line to the Commissioner
was £4,500 tier annum.

Hon. P. Collier: Hie said that himself.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-

missioner talc"s into account that he has to
spend money in removing the road, that he will
get only the depreciated value of the material,
and that in addition he will still have to pay
interest on the original capital cost. The rails
have been in the road for 21 years.

Mir. Pickering: Was not the line relnid in
1918?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, it might
have been ro-sleepered. Because it was re-
sleepered in 1918, hon. members might think
the sleepers have not depreciated in value.
But their depreciation would he practically
50 per cent. the moment they wvere taken out of
the moad, because once the dog spikes have been
drawn and fresh holes bored, the sleepers are
practically gone.

Air. Underwrood: As soon as you pull out
the dogs, they are done.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That road
taken up and relaid elsewhere would not be of
very great value. If the weight of the rails be
58lbs., it would not he desirable to utilisqe them
in any new line where 60ibs. rails were necessary.
They could he utilised as 451b. rails, but the
Minister for Works would only allow to the
Railway Department their value as 45-lb. rails
which, hased on a 25 per cent, reduction on
present day prices, wvould be £21,698s. The
sleepers have been in the road since 1915 and
1 918. Taking their average life at 15 years,
the depreciation would be 33* per cent., thus
reducing the value of the sleepers to 3s. 4d.
each, or a total of E5,280. The total present
value of material in the road therefore is £26,978,
which at 6 per cent, represents £1,018 13s. 7d.
per annum.

Mir. Munsic: Will the Government accept
that price for the road!?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Govern-
ment, do not wish to sell anything when they
themselves want the material. We want those
railsforotherpirposes.. The Commissioneris not
permitted to sell material which we require.
I am giving the fair values of that material if
taken out of the road and used for other purposes.
Another fact to be considered is the cost of pulling
up the road and loading the material into trucks.
This represents £9,700, which has to be deducted
from the value of the material. And, as I have
said, the withdrawing of the dogspikes from
the sleepers would reduce the life of the sleepers
by 20 per cent. : so, instead of their having a
life of 15 yearn, as at present, if they were taken
up their total life would he only 12 years. The
value of the material on a basis of 25 per cent.
if taken up and stacked would be, rails and fasten-
ings £21,698, sleepers £5,280, or a total of
£26,978 : less cost of pulling "p rails and fasten-
ings and sleepers £3,700, extra depreciation of
sleepers on account of pulling up £1,056, or a
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total of £4,756, leaving a net value of material
£22,222, or an annual value at 6 per cent, of
£1,333. The Commissioner made an arrange-
ment by which he is to get £2,000 per annum
for the line until we want the material. Of
course, on the basis of what we could earn by
hauling the wood over our own line, it appears
that the Commissioner has made a loss. But
if we take into account the average cost of hauling,
it will be found that to haul 145,000 tons per
annum at 2s. 3d. per ton-

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is that 145,000 tons the
Commissioner's estimate ?

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member, from his knowledge, of timaber districts,
knows that they do not immediately stop opera-
tions in one place and go miles away to another.
The hon. member will see that he has spread
his increase over three years, which will probably
happen. They would continue to take a certain
amount of wood from Kurrawang and as they
increased the amount taken from the permit
areas they would gradually decrease the wood
drawn from the old source. The actual amount
which it is estimated would be carried over
the line is 145,000 tons. At 2s. 3d. per ton the
actual earnings to the Railway Department
would be £16,312. Eighty-nine per cent, of
that would represent the average Cost of operating
the railway system, and this would leave only
£1,794, representing the net earnings to the
Railway Department, that is. if we do what the
Leader of the Opposition suggests.

Hon. P. Collier: Does that apply to the whole
system ?

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: We will say
it applies; to this section.

Hon. P. Collier: You are taking the figures
as applying to the whole State ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. What
would the hon. member have ?

Hont. P. Coller: The operating costs are
lower, just as the maintenance charges are.

Thu MINISTER FOR MINES: Assume that
to be correct.

Hon. P. Collier: With full train loads and
a straight road the operating costs are much
lower than under the whole system.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hion.
member is merely taking the steam power into
account and nothing else. On that principle
he is Correct, but the hon. member would not
suggest that we should pick out parts of our
raihway system from hero and there and choose
the lowest average as being the cost of the
system.

Hfon. P. Collier: Why pick out this little
section ?

TheNMINISTER FOR3MINES: The Leader of
the Opposition, unwittingly, is misrepresenting
the Commissioner.

Hon. P. Collier: No, the figures are there.
The MINNISTER, FOR MINES:; We can

only arrive at the figures on the balis of the
average cost of the railway system. We have
not added to that the fact that we are hauling
coal 400 miles at a cost of 30s. as against l6s.
in Perth. We do not take into account that the
goldields rates are so much higher, and that the
allowances are greater than they are elsewhere,
It te all lumped together. We are taking the
railway system as a whole, and saying that on

that basis it will leave us a profit of £1,745.
The Leader of the Opposition says that the
average cost of maintenance is £144 per mile.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so.
The MINISTER FORMINES: That amrount,

is the average cost of maintenance not of our
permanent way, but the whole of our railway
system, including our railway stations and every-
thing else such as goods sheds, stock yards,
etc. The hon. member knows that not another
right was given except to rimn over the per-
mnaent way, the maintenance of which did
not include a single shed.

Hon. P. Coller: The sheds Are standing on the
section and will require to be maintained.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are,
of course, standing to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: They are just as much for
Air. Hedges's use as for the use of the Govern-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not at all.
Mr. Angelo: They are for the railway system.
Ron. P. Corner: They are as much for him

as for the railways.
The 'MINISTER FOR. MINES: The per-

manent way maintenance is not so great in
comparison with the cost of maintaining all the
other facilities wre provide for our customers.
Under the agreemnent, we say the company has
the right to haul their own, trucks with their
own locomotives over this section. The only
basisof arriving at the net amount that will be
earned is Wo take the actual amount that wvill
have to be charged for maintaining the per.
manent way over which the wood is hauled.
Over and above that the Leder of the Opposi-
tion says the interest. charge is £.213 per mile
on the same basis, not £213 on the basis of the
set of rails, but of the whole railway system.

Ron. P. Collier: E'castly.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.

member would not suggest, that we ought to
charge the company on the basis of interest
over the 15 miles of rails over which the company
will use its own engines and trucks, on the oasis
of the Perth Railway Station, and also charge
the capital cost. The average operating ex-
penses of our railway system work out at 89
per cent.

Hon. P. Collier: For the whole system.
You are taking the same line of argument as I
have taken.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows that the interest and sinking fund
charges if levied against the Railway Depart-
ment would make the total over 100 per cent.

Ron. P. Collier: They are not taken into
account.

The MINISTER POll MINES: The Leader
of the Opposition knows that whether the comn-
pany runs over the line or not we must have our
staff at the Coolgardie station and at Kurra-
wang for our own operations. No additional
staff is required to enable the company to run
over the line.

Mr. tatey: Will there not be less staff at
Kalgoorlie ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Does the
lion. member suggest that we are over-stalled
at Kalgoorlie, because if so I will soon look into
the mttLter?
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Mr. flunsie: Immediately You gave the other
concession you dismissed a lot of the staff at
Kalgoorlie.

The MINISTER FOR IES: What does
the bon. member suggest I should hare doneY

"Ir. Munsie: ButYo myimaenodf
ference. yusyi ae od!

The 3IINTSTER FOR 31INES: If we do not
require a staff there we must not use it. Directly
we do something to assist the mining indutry-

Mr. Munsie: To assist Mr. Hedges.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is

merely prejudice against the individual. What
hea it to do with Mr. Hedges ?

Mr. Munsie: What has it to do with Mr:
Hedges ?

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: Surely the
Commissioner is sometimes entitled to view a
matter from the aspect of his own department.
Sometimes he must be permitted to stand up
against the pressure of members.

Mr.- OLoghlen: floes he get the pressure ?
Who are the members?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not sug-
gest any member of this House does it, but hon.
members have gone along with deputations to
him.

Hon. F. Collier: He knows how to yield to
pressure when it comes from the right quarter.

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is not right in taking that view,

Ron. P. Cornier: I could show you where he
has done so.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: The hon.
member would be the last to suggest that Colonel
Pope can be influenced by such a thing.

Hon. P. Collier: He refused to rebate a
demurrage of £4,000 until pressure wvas brought
to bear upon him by the Country Party.

The M[NISTER FOR 3IIXES: I do not
know about that.

Mr. Corboy: That was put up at the beginning
of the session.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has nio
bearing on the point at issue.

MrI. Munsie: The Miiter had joined that
just prior to that occurrence.

The 'MINISTER FOR M INES: That is an
inference that I had something to do with the
matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. P. Collier: He has pulled the dining

car off the Bunbury line which was showing a
loss, but not off the York line which is showing
a greater loss.

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: The con-
ditions of traffic have to be taken into account.
I have not influenced him in the matter of dining
cars.

Mr. SPEAKER: Dining carm have nothing to
do with this question.

The 3INISTER FOR M=NES: I ask members
to consider the Commissioner's standpoint
sometimes. I know the Loader of the Opposi-
tion has the idea that the Commismsioner was
influenced because Mr. Hedges happened to
be one of the largest shareholder, and the most
impiortant pernon connected wvith the Kurra.
wang (Ampany.

Hon. P. Collier: It would have been all the
same if it had btenllrown orJoues ud if I thought
there was anything wrong with the merits of

the position. It was not because of Mr. Hedges'
I am a personal friend of his.

The MINISTER, FOR MUINES: The Leader
of the Opposition imagines that the Commis-
sioner was influenced because he was approached
by MNr. Hedges. I have been approached by
Mr. Hedges and it has not made any difference
to me. Sometimes it has influenced me and
sometimes it has not. There ame many people
standing on the footpath who know more about
railway operations than do the officials connected
with them. The Leader of the Opposition
suggests that because the Commissioner con-
cluded an agreemient with the Kurt-awang
company on the basis of £2,000 per annum
he has 9hown a lack of business acumen, that
he should have negotiated on the basis of £18,000
per annumn and then split the difference.

Mr. Teesdale: There was not much fight about
it.

The MINISTER FOR IXES: The memlber
for Roebourne

Mr. Teesdale: Wants a hit of fight over it.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must

not fight in here.
The MI1NISTER FOP, MINES: He could not

get up a fight over this. It is not a question of
showing fight, but a question of arriving at an
arrangement satisfactory to both parties. Taking
into account the conditions prevailing at the
moment, as affecting the Commissioner, for a
dead set of rails costs something to maintain,
the railways will earn a net £1,600 or £1,700 a
year.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What would be the cost of
maintaining the section while it remained idle?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That does not
matter.

M1r. O'Loghlen: He ought to have put it
up.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The cost of
maintaining it to-day is on the basis of its being
used. We are actually using it although we
may not operate on the same set of mails.

a Ir. Willeock: The traffic cannot be handled
as well on a single line.

The MNinISTER FOR MIXES: While the
traffic can be handled on the one Line, it is to
the advantage of the department to use the line
while it is there. It is infinitely better to earn
£1,600 a year from it than nothing at all.

Mr. Willcock: If you have only work for
one line it is not a business preposition to keep
two there.

The 31INISTER FOR 31INES: From the
Commissioner's point of view, it is not a business
proposition to take it up.

Mr. O'toghlen: That is extraordinary in
view of the price of material.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
missioner could sell these rails as 45-lb. rails,
but would have to spend a lot of money in order
to take them and the sleepers up. He would
not get any cash, but would get a credit against
his capital cost, representing the amount the
Public Works Department would pay him.

Mr. O'Lghlen: It i4 not much good the
Minister for Works telling- us howr much it would
cobt to put down new nmilwayn.

The MINISTER FOR M11NES: The amount
he could fairly estimate would be credited to
him and go towards reducing the capital cost



[10 JANUARLY, 1922.1]85

after deducting the cost of taking up, would he
£22,200, and 6 per cent, interest on that would
only bring in £1,133. As it is, he earns over
£1,600 net and still possesses these rails and
that material, and can take them up when re-
quired on giving three months' notice.

Mr. Angelo; If the goldfields boomed again
and the line wrere taken up it would bare to be
replaced.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The member
for Gascoyne's statement is quite correct, that
if the goldields revived we would require the
second line.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How much would the Lake
Clifton district require to be boomed to justify
the difference between £25,000 for this line and
£70,000 for the Lake Clifton line.

The %MSTER FOR MINES: I want the
member for Forrest to remember that this is
not a discussion as to whether too much or too
little is to he given for the Lake Clifton line.
This is a question affecting not only the position
held by the Commissioner tor Railways, hut
also his integrity as a public cofiner. I do not
swat red herrings to be drawn across the trail,

As to whether the Lake Clifton line cost two
or three times4 as much as it should. That
does not affect the position, nor does a discussion
as to whether the Commissioner should hare
got £2,000 or £3,000 out of the present com-
pany.

Air. Munsie, That is not what the engineers
said.

The MAINISTERM FOR )ININES: Yes. I am
not quoting my own figures, but those supplied
by the engineers. I discussed with them the
depreciation of the material and the cost of
taking it up. I wanted to know if this material
was taken out and sold to the Minister for Works
for use in connection with railways elsewhere,
what amount we could claim from him. This
would mean a redaction of interest chbarges
amounting to £1,333 as against which the de-
partment will earn on this line £1,600 net. It
is not a question of selling material, but only
leasing a right. The Commissioner has made an
agreement with the company so that that com-
pany mey run engines ad trucks over a portion
of the State railway system.

Mr. Harrison: That is done constantly in
the Old Country.

The MINISTER, FOR MINES: That is done
in many places elsewhere.

Hon. W. C. Angwin - They do not run trains
over the lines there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows very well that in England the
companies use the lines themselves under these
conditions.

Hon.Wi. C. Angwin: They only run the trucks,
The company owning the line runs the engines.

The Minister for W~or,%s They can take traints
over the other companies' lines in England.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin: I have been there since
you were there andi the position is different
altogether.

The MINISTER FOR 11lINES. English com-
panies will allow another company to run over
their tines.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not the position
at all here. There is no comparison.

The 21IUNISTER FOR MIUNES, That is
correct. There is no real comparison between

the two positions. But here we have power
to give three months' notice to terminate the
arrangements and then we can get out of the
position. There may be a difference of opinion
as to whether the Commissioner of Railways
might or might not have got more out of the
Kurrawang company if he had adopted a dif-
ferent attitude. That, however, is merely a
matter of opinon. Personially I am not called
upon to express ant opinion upon the point.
As I have already told the Rouse, I am not the
Conarisainer and if I were, I would demand
his salary. As he holds the position of C'om-
missioner, he must accept the responsibility
attaching to his office and he must carry that re-
sponsibility. When a man is placed in that
position, however, are we to dismiss him because
of what at most can be regarded as a dereliction
of duty ? Are wve to regard his action in this
matter as such a dereliction of duty as to warrant
his dismissal ? The Commissioner was em-
powered under the Railways Act to do certain
things and ho acted in accordance with those
powers. While there is ample room for diversity
of opinion as to 'whether or not the Commissioner
should hare extracted a greater rental from the
company, I think the Leader of the opposition
;vill agree that some serious dereliction of duty
must he disclosed before the House would be
warranted in retiring sumarily the Com-
missioner from the important position he now
holds. In my opinion, there has been a storm
in a tea cup regarding this matter.

The Minister for Works: In an egg9 cup,
rather.

The 1MNISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest that the Leader of the Opposition is not
warranted in entering a protest and drawing
attention to this matter, but some criticism,
not from the Leader of the Opposition hut from
other sources, gives evidence of personal spleen
against the Commissioner of Railways. When
wre have regard to the position of other railways
systems in Australia, we hare to admit that we
are not so badly off.

Hon. V. C. Angwin: Why should there be
personal spleen against the Commissioner ?

The MINISTER FOR MNES: Well, there
is.

Hon. IV. C. Angin: I have not heard of
any.

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: The hont.
member knows quite well that there is no Com-
missioner in Australia who is not running his
railway system at a serious loss. There is no
Commissioner in Australia who has not en.
countered tremendous industrial difficulties, and
in many cases these difficulties have been so
great that they have hed to face serious strikes
and the business of their departments has been
held up for varying periods. It will be readily
admitted that one cannot easily hold the scales of
justice evenly as between nll sections of the
community and those employed by the head of
a department such as thle Railway Department.
This cannot be done without some sections being
bitter against the authorities. In Western
Australia we went through a very serious in-
dustrial crisis and the Commissioner had to
carry a very heavy burden throughout the strike
lest year. I have no hesitation is saying that
many men connected with that affair hare nob
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Yet forgiven the Commissioner for the stand he
took up, and sonme never will forgive him.

Mr. Corboy: You do not say that there is
spleen behind this motion?

The MINISTER FOR NINES: I distinctly
said L did not think so. I said that the criticisma
against the Commissioner from other quarters
gave evidence of spleen.

Mr. Corboy: But not heret

The M1INISTER FOR MLN ES: No. The
Leader of the Opposition is, I think, the last
person who would he actuated by spleen, but
I do consider that the Leader of the Opposition
should know that when he submits a motion like
the one before the Chamber seeking the dismissal
of the Commissioner of Railwsays or any other
high public official. controlling a large body of
the State employees, he should at least come
forward with a serious charge disclosing gross
dereliction of duty. Nothing short of dis-
honesty, bribery, or corruption shiould wtu rant
the House taking action against such an official
The r-re question of whether £2,000 or £3,000
should have been obtained by the Commiasione;
from the company for the right leesed to it
under the agreement is not, in My opInlin' astrong enough accusation against the Coin-
mmisnner to warrant the Beuse agreeing to his
dismnissal.

Ron. W. C. AINGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
18-521: The greatest objection to the leasing
of this line is because that leasing is contrary
to an Act of Parliament.

The Minister for Mines: No, it isnot.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: An Act of Parlia-

mnent has been stretched to such an extent that
it must consist of india-rubber, to cover the
proceedings.

The Minister for Mines: You are absolutely
wrong.

Hen. WV. C. AXOWIN: The Minister cannot
stretch his imagination so far as to say that the
section in the Act under which this line has
been leased, is one that Parliament contem-
plated wvould he used for such a purpose.
The section in question wvas intended absolutelyr
to deal with sidings.

The Minister for Mines: This is a siding.
Mr. Mutnsic: Fifteen miles long.
The M3inister for Works:- No, it is a siding.
Mr. Munsie: The company have to construct

a siding.
Hlon. W.. C. AXOWIN: And that siding will

be connected with the Government line and
the provision is placed in the Railways Act for
the purpose of allowing a company to wvork a
siding so that engines may he changed from
one place to another. It was never contem-
plated that a length of railway should be con-
sidere-d a siding. The section affected by the
agreement is 15 miles long. 1 suppose it
has been leased, although I do not know whether
the lease has gone through.

The Minister for Mines : There has been
nothing leased. Mlerely an ag.reemlent weeg
submitted to cover the running iights over the
length of line. There has been no lease of
Government property whatever.

lion. IV. C, ANGIX: There is the right to
run over this line.

Hon. P. Collier:- That is the term used by the
Commissioner all through the corr-espondene,
namely the "leasing of the line."

The M1iiter for Mines: I know, and it is
wrong.

Mr. Angelo: This is netthermainmrilway.
Hon. P. Collier: It is. The hon. member

should wake up.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: I do not know whether

the member for Gascoyne has ever been at
Kalgoorlie.

MNr. Angelo:. But the Leader of the Opposition
says that this refers to a duplication of the
hine.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: This line was con-
struced when the traffic between Ooolgardio
and Kalgoorlie was so great that the duplication
was necessary.

Mr. Angelo: And it isnot want-ed now.
Mr. 'Misie: Trains run over it every day.
Hfon. IV. C. ANO WIN: If the traffic increased,

the necessity would arise for the duplication of
the line and this would apply if the firewood
traffic increased to that extent.

'Mr. Angelo: The Leader of the Opposit ion
said that one line coldr do the lot.

Hon. P. Collier:. Yes, I did.
Hon. W. C. AN(ThfN: One line can deal

with the traffic as it is now, but if that traffic
increased to any extent one line could not cope
with it.

Mr. Harrison: The Leader of the Opposition
said that there wNere only seven trains & day
and the line could accommodate 20 a day.

Hon. P. Colier: That isso end ithas not been
denied.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is stated that if
the company desired, they could put down a
private line and not use the aovernment line
at all. We know that if the Lands Department
wvere so foolish as to grant the company the right
to run the line through the country-

The Minister for 'Mines: Would you prevent
that?

Hon. W. 0. ANOXVIN:- Yes.
The Minister for Mines: You are not interested

in the gold mining industry, then!1
Hon. IV. C. AXOi~iN: Yes I am, quite ast

much as the Minister is.
The Minister for Mines: You are wrong.
nion. w. C. ANGWLN: The company cannot

lay down a railway wiithout the permission of the
Lands Department.. By having use of the
Government line, the firewood company arc
saved 40) miles of haulage.

The Minister for 'Mines : Only for a short
pe riod.

Ron. WV. C. ANGWIN - By saving that
distance the company would be more than
repaid if they had to use the Government line
at the usual rate.

The. Minister for Mines: What benefit Would
that be to the State

Hon. P. Collier: About £10,000 a year to
the railway revenue.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing Of the sort.
lieu. P. Collier: The Minister did net showv

that it would not. He gave us no figures.
The Minister for Mines: I gave the figures.
Hon. W. C. ANXGWIN: I was pointing out

that the firewood company would be saved
4.0 mniles of haulage. The benefit of that 'will
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go to the firewood company and not to the mining
companies unless the managers of those concerns
happen to be shareholders in the firewood comn-
paniy as well.

The Minister for Mines:t You lose sight of the
hoct that the icompany had to move their lines
to take advantage of the timber supplies.

Ron. W. C. ANO WIN: If the company had
not moved in order to get the timber, someone
else would have gone them.

The Minister for Mines Would they9
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes, they would.

For years various people have boon trying to get
that forest.

The Minister for Mines: No, they have not.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: Let vs get away from

the idea that anything in the way of labour
troubles has had anything to do with this ques-
tion. I mix up with as many men as does the
Minister for Mines, and I have not heard anything
said against the Commissioner. Of course one
might feel a little sore at times, hut that passes
away; I have not heard any stigma east on
the Commissioner. Therefore that can he put
aside. It would be far better if the Government
realised that our railways were laid down for
the development of the country and are not
intended to be primarily a paying concern.
Development is the first portion of the rolicy.
Even if this line was considered useless, there
are other districts which for years have been
waiting for the construction of railways for de-
velopmental purposes and where these rails
could have been used. The money would not
have been lost, and the book entry would repre-
sent a saving of over £1,004) a year on the present
price of rails. Therefore, the greater benefit to
the Stalt, would result from using these rails in
those parts of the country where further de-
velopment is possible.

Mir. Angelo: And have to duplicate this line
later on.

Hon. AV. C. ANOWIN: I only hope that such
will be necessary. I would even like to see
the traffic on the goldfields necessitate three
lines, but we cannot feel so optimistic at present.
I am strongly opposed to allowing any officer to
try to evade the desires and wishes of Par-
liament.

Mr. Munsie: Who says he has done so.?
Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: I say so.
The Minister for 'Mines: You are wrong.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That will not alter

my opinion. The only honest wvay to lease this
ralwy ma to come to Parliament and gct ap-

The Minister for M1ines: I think it is very
unfair of you to say it was a dishonest act.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I snid the only
honest thing to do was to come to Parliament
and get approval.

The Minister for Mines I say the honest
way is in accordance with the Act and this is
strictly in accordance with it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVIN: Under Part V. the
Commissioner may with the approval of the
Governr-

The iMinister for Mines: That deals with the
leasing of railway property end has nothing
to do with it.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: If a portion of the
pertanent way is not railway property, what
the devil is railway property!?

The Minister for Mines: No part of the per-
manent way has been leased.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: The Commissioner's
file uses the word "leased."

The Minister for Mines: It is running rights
only.

The Minister for Works: The Commissioner
can run his train on that line if he wvishes.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Then it is not leased.
The Minister for Works: No.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: But the file says
leased." 1
Hion. P. Collier: And there is an exclusive

right given to the compan 'y for three years.
The Minister for Works interjected.
Hon. P. Collier: You are not the only man

who knows anything about railways al Ithough
you were a Commissioner. Wet do not want
any advice or assistance from you. One Minister
is enough to handle at a time,

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The position is
peculiar. It is not a lease, and then it is &
lease.

.The -Minister for Mfines: That is only your
view.

Hon. W. C. ANOWflq: it is not.
The'Minister for Mines: I have told you there

is no agreement to lease anything, except to
give the company the right to run over the
line.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: The Minister knows
there is no agreement. The arrangement is all
contained in the letters. The proiosal refers
to the leasing of the line and says the company
shall have exclusive fights for three years.

The Minister for Mines: Running rights.
Hon. P. Collier: The lease must give the

company exclusive rights.
MrI. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. IV. C. ANOWIN: The Minister's inter-

jections ame responsible for the disorder.
The M1inister for Mines: I do not want you to

make a wrong statement.
Hon. W. C. ANOWVIN: I have no desire to

do so. I am giving the effect of the arrange-
ment. Paragraph (2) states-

TChe lease would be for running rights over
about 15 miles 20 chains of track. The lease
must give the company exclusive rights.
The Minister for Mines: Running rights.
Hon. P. Collier: If that means exclusive

rights, the Commissioner could not run his trainse
over that section. What is the meaning of
exclusive

The Minister for Mines: You are reading
"leases" instead of running rights.

Hon. WV. C. MIGWIN: But the words
"~the lease must give the company exclusive
rights' an underlined.

The 'Minister for Mines: Exclusive rights
against the Commissioner.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWITN: It does not say that.
The Miinister for Mines: There is power to

give running rights.
Hlon.WX. C. ANOWIN: Under Section 64 there

is no power to give exclusive rights. Section
57 gives pwer to lease a railway.

The Minisater for Mines: Read Sections 3
and 64.

Hon. WV. C. &NG WIN: Section 64 gives the
right over sidings only.

The inisterfor Mines: No, it does not.



2860 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I cannot allow this
conversation to continue.

The Minister for Mtines: It is very unfair of
the ba,. member to talk about dishonest acts.

Ron. W. C.. ATNGWIN: What is a siding?
A siding raen a small portion of railway con-
nected with a Government line.

The Minister for Mines: 1.s that what is set
out in the interpretation.?

Air. Harrigon: We all have , pretty good idea
of what it means.

Ho11. W. C. ANMnIX. It is not mentioned
in the interpretation. If a man applies for a
siding he does not apply for a portion of the
railways but for a small connection with the
Government railways. Part V1. deals with Sid-
ings. Then it goes on to say in Section G4,
under which this lease is granted-

After the completion of any such siding
connected with the Government railway,
the Commissioner may agree with the person
constructing or owning the siding that any
trais or rolling stock the property of His
Majesty may be run upon the siding, and that
any trains or rolling-stock the property of
such Person may he mui upon any Govern-
m ent railway, upon such terms and con-
litions as are specified in the agreement.

When a peron brings in material such as fire-
wood, it is often found necessary to use the
Government line in order to change the engines
and for shunting purposes.

taThe Minister for Works: It says "any
tins."

Ho0n. W. C. ANOWIN: Of course portions
of the Governmenit lines hare to lie used for
shuting purposes and so on.

The Mlinister for Mlines: You are only putting
your own interpretation on it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN, I think that is what
Parliament intended.

The Mlinister for Mtines: I say that what we
have done is in strict conformity with the Act.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIINh If Parliament's
intention was not as I have stated, why was
Section 57, empowering the Commissioner to
lease railways, inserted in the Act?9 Why
ame these two things set out under entirely
different headings ? Any reasonable man must
be convinced that 15 miles of main line, Com-
prising Portion of the railway system, is railway

P o p rt y n a t o th e G o v e rn m e n t rilw a y s
Seto 5bdaswt the leasing of rilwys

The Mi Atr lo ines: The Ommsioner
has not leased any of them. This mien that th
companly are to have running rights

Ron. W. C. ANGWJN: That is thepriso
under which the ralwyioldhae oens
ed. I am entitled to my opinion.

The Mlinister for Mines: Well, do not charge
the Commissioner with dishonesty.

nion. IV. C. AiNGWIN: Section 64, in my

p ion , was never intend e by Parliament to

e pp ied in this w ay, becaus provision w as
made priously in the Act to meet such eases.

The. hin member says that the )mister for
Works would only put down 4,1-lb. rais. I do
not Imo,, what size these rails are.

The Minister for Works: They are 58-lb.
Hon. W. C. ALNWIN: The hon. member mst

bear in mind that by using these rails for three
or four years longer for heavy wood traffic, the

rails will not be as valuiable as they am~ to-day
and the same applies to the sleepers.

The Mfinister for M6ines: It will not affect the
line as regards the sleepers.

Mr. Willeock: They will not be worth as
much.

The Minister for Mines: Just as much.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIX: The Minister for

Works would not be prepared to pay as much
for the daids three or four years hence as he
would he to-day.

The Minister for Mines: No, because the value
will fall in the meantime.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWN: I am not dealing
with the price of rails now. I am quite certain
the price will come down ; it has already conme
down considerably. The rails would also de-
preciate in value. If the rails were taken over
at present prices the 'Minister would save in
interest, etc., equal to what he is getting from.
the company to-day. The inister for Works
knows that hie needs rails badly.

The Mi[nister for Works: I can get them
frm a nearer point.

Hon. W. C. AiNGWT1N: Does the Minister
intend to tear up morm lines ?

The Minister for MRines : If 'vs do not tear
some of them up soon, they wvill be tearing
themselves up.

Hon. W. C. ANOWVIN: lIam not in a position
to say where such railways are which the Minister
could take up. I do not know of ay lines
which are much nearer except the Hopetoun line.

The Minister for Morie: It is not a question
of traffic but whether they can be used much
longer.

Hon. W. C. AINGfLfN: The position is this:
Would the Government be doing better for this
State if the whole of the traffic of this wood com-
pany were carried in the same manner as the
whole of the traffic for other companies Y We
have been told that we must look after the
mining industry, and to see that they have
sufficient firewood, that we must keep the mines
going. We realise that, but we do not want to
carry out this undertaking in such a way as
to put into the pockets of the company money
which should go to the Treasury.

The Minister for Mines : That is not corret.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIh: The Commissioner

of Railways is placed in a position to protect
the State in every, possible manner.

The Minister for Works: He wants all the
support he can get.

Hon. W. C. ANG',VIN: No hon. member can
read the file and go away with the idea that the
matter has been a business one. I am confident
that the Minister for Works would never have
entertained ouch a proposal had he been Com-.
missioner of Railways.

The Mtinister for Works: I got a lot of abuse
while I was Commissioner.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: We all expect that.
I realise that no man can give satisfaction as
Commissioner of Railways when he is obliged
to put up fares and freights. Every person then
is against him. In nine eases out of ten the
man who has to do this is not responsible for
the existing position, but we do expect the Com-
missioner to use due judgment in dealing with
the affairs of the State, and above all, we should
be very careful in regard to the violation of a
principle which I1 think i well founded throgthout
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Australia and which is, that the railways of
Australia must be national, so s to bring about
the development of the country. Therefore,
we should be very jealous of any departure frm
that principle in regard to the leasing of rail-
ways. If at any future time it is found neces-
sary to lease anry section of the railways it should
only be done wilth the consent of the represent&-
tires of the people. It is not & matter for an
official or even for the Minister. In my opinion
the Commissioner has made a great error of
judgment in taking the action he has done in
regard to this matter.

The M1INISTER FOR WVORKS (Hon. WV. J.
George-Murray-Weilington} [9-201: I have
listened with great attention to the Loeader of the
Opposition and I have not much to grumble
at in the arguments he put forward. His argu-
ments are usually clear, and I believe he is
honest in his intentions. I, however, do wish
to put to the House the part which I think I am
entitled to submit in regard to my reading of
the Government Rkilways Act, and then to
askc hon. members; whether they feel that the
mot-ion which has been submitted is one which
should be agreed to. The Government Rail-
ways Act is very clear. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. WV. C. Angwin) stated that
the action taken was contrary to the Act of
Parliament.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: I said contrary to what
I believed to he the intention of Parliament.

The 3MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member was quite fair. lie objected to any
officer trying to evade the intention of Parlia-
ment. So do 1. Hf the Act of Parliament unader
which the Commissioner is appointed lays down
a certain line of action, and it can be proved
that the Commissioner bus tried to evade that,
then I say members of this House would be
justified in reflecting upon any action of the
Commissioner. But I maintain that the action
which the Commissioner has taken in connection
with this transaction is quite in accord with
the Act of Parliament of 1904. 1Jam not going
into the details which my colleague the Minister
for Railways touched upon. But I wish to point
out that there are two parts in this Statute.
One is Part V., and the other is Part VI. In
Part V., Section 57 is very explicit. It states
in the margin Commissioner may lease rail-
ways " and the Section reads-

The Commissioner may, with the approval
of the Governor, from time to time let on
lease any portion of a railway with the rolling-
stock and other appurtenances thereto belong-
ing to any person willing to take and work
the same, subject to the following conditions.

The meaning would he this: Take for instance
the Port Hedland and the Ravenethorpe rail-
ways, which ame isolated, and difficult of manage-
ment. These are always costly because of the
staff that has to be maintained, and the diffi-
culty of supervision at such wide distances. If
the railways were run by private enterprise the
staff would not be so large. The Commissioner
in the ease of such non-paying railways could
apply to his Minister to advise him on the
question of leasing those railways, contending
that it might be a good thing for the State
if that worn done under the Section I have
quoted.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: You know there were
no such railwvays in existence when this Act was
passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This and
other sections of the Act, were taken en bloc
frm the New Zealand Railways Act, and during
the course of the debate when the measure was
being discussed in this State, it was mentioned
that this section would give the Commissioner
cons !erahle latitude. The 1Miiter of the day
rer ed that that was, the case, and both Houses
passed the Act. If it had to deal with the Port
Hediand or Ravensthorpe lines the Mtinister
could recommend the leasing of them and the
Government could approve of it. The conditions
of the leasing of railways are set out as part of
Section 57, and they read-

1. The letting shall be by public tender.
2. The terms and conditions of the lease
shall he laid before Parliament, not less than
30 days before tenders are called for. 3. The
lease shall contain covenants for maintaining
the railway. and everything demsed or leased
therewith, in good and sufficient repair and
srt leaving and delivering up at the expiry or
prior determination of the lease ....

Thu imposing the principle the member for
North-East Fremantle advocates, and which I
think every member will support. That deals
with the leasing of a railway with its rolling stock
and other appurtenances, but when wye come
to deal with sidings which are put in by private
individuals, we have to turn to Part VI. Section
63 does not contain one single word that the
Commissioner for his acts unader this Part must
seek the approval of the Government. It is
placed in his power to deal direct. What does
the section say ? It says-

The Commissioner may agree with any
person desiring to construct a siding, in con-
nection with any Government railway, for
the construction and maintenance of such
siding as may be within the limits of the railway
and for the woring of such siding in con-
nection with the railway subject to the follow-
ing conditions-

Thse siding to be of anty use in connection with
the Government railway must be within the
limits of the railway-

-. .- and for te working of such siding
inconnection with the railwny subject to

the following conditions:
The conditions are then set out. Then we come
to Section 64, ,and this is a section which to
my mind justified the Commissioner in the action
he took. The fact is that he has power to
authorise a poison to construct a siding, or can
construct a siding for that person, and after con-
struicting it this section woul apply-

After the completion of any such siding
connected with a Government railway, the
Commissioner may agree with the person
constructing or owning the siding that any
trains or rolling stock the property of His
Majesty may he rn upon the siding, and that
any trains or rolling stock the property of
such person may be run upon any Govern-
ment railway, upon such terms and con-
ditions as are specified in the agreement.

What has he done in connection with this
particular matter? At Kurrawang the siding
has been there for over 30 yearn. In addition
there have been siding arrangements madeby
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which it is possible to cross over from the com-
pany'a line, on the north aide, to this particular
railway, and to go to the south side of the rail-
way from which the railway runs to Kamballie,
connecting up with the line that already exists
and which belongs to private individuals. Then
there comes the question of the siding to be
connected at Coolgardie itself, so that access
may be had to the line. I understand that what
was known in my time as the racecourse siding
is utilised or will he utilised if this arrangement
goes through. So that we have, under Section 63,
two sidings constructed, which can be worked.
Then the only question is as to the piece of line
hetween the twoe sidings, and uinder Section 64
we find-

The Commissioner may agree with any
person desiring to construct a siding in con-
nection with any Government railways...

This is 15 miles of Government railways, and
I maintain, as I read the agreement, that the
Commissioner of Railways without let or hind-
rance, without having to get the approval of
his Minister is justified, under Sections 63 and 64 in
making arrangements that the rolling stock owned
by Mr. Hedges may be run upon that Government
railway. An hon. member interjected that the
rails for the Lake Clifton line cost £5,000 a mile.

Hon P. Collier: No member interjected such
a thing.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Lake Clifton line is not
under discussion.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am glad
there is no necessity to reply to that. Section 64
goes further. It says--

After the completion of any such siding
connected with a Government railway the
Commissioner may agree with the person
constructing or owning the siding that any
trains or rolling stock, the property of His
Majesty may be run upon the siding.

lIn the whole of that Part VI. there is no reference
whatever to what appears in many other parts
of the Railways Act the approval of the Governor
must be obtained, and in some cases must be
-published in the - Government Gazette." I
maintain with regard to the permission that the
trains may run upon Government railways,
that the Commissioner has acted within the
powers conferred upon him by this Act. Mnother
point relating to this section is that at the period
when the Act was passed a considerable number
of railways were being constructed in this State
under contract ; and a railway contractor
who had a contract for a line in one part of the
State and was fortunate enough to secure a
contract for enother line in another part, would,
when requiring to shift his plant from the one
district to the other, in many cases load up a
train with his plant and obtain from the Gum.
missioner of Railways the right to run that
train over the Government railway system to the
part where the other contract wast to he carried
out. The same right has frequently been availed
of, and is to-day being availed of. by the timber
companies of this State, when they wish. to re-
move, say, a locomotive or trucksi from one
timber station to another. I do not suppose
the Commissioner would allow them to shift
loads of timber under such conditions. I do
not think bon. members wvill take the view that
the firewrood company should run their train
of firewood to Coolgardie, unhitch their engine

and puit on a Government engine there, and
let the train run to Kurrawang, and there un.
hitch the Government locomotive and hitch
on their own locomotive to run to Kamballie.
If that were done, it wvould involve a big and
quite unnecessary cost both to the Government
and to the company. Possibly it might be
urged that a Government department should
not consider a lose falling on private people,
hut let me remind hon. members that the only
reason why a Government exists is for the purpose
of trying to make the means of livelihood in
the State a successful proposition and not a
losing proposition for the people. It matters
not that the person here concerned, or the
members of the Kurrawang Firewood Company,
is or are very rich. We have just as much right
to showv consideration to 'Mr. Hedges and the
other mnembers of the Kurrawvang Company as
to any other persons engaged in industry here.
The member for Geraldton (Mr. Willeock) can
speak with weight on one sqpeet of the matter,
and I wvould ask him to deal with it. Assuming
that a locomotive had to be kept at Coolgardie
to deal with the Kurrawsng firewood trade,
it would have to run light from Kurrawanig
either to Kalgoorlie to stable, or elste run
back light to Coolgardie, or else wait at
Kurrawang uintil the train of loaded fire-
wood had been conveyed to Kamballie
and the empty trucks brought back again.
I maintain that the loss of time involved in
those four changes of locomotives wvould be con-
siderably more than the time required to run
the train from Coalgardie to Kurrawang. I
believe that to-day the basis on which goods
trains are scheduled to run is 15 miles per hour.
The making of those four shunts in connection
with the locomotives would certainly consume
more than that time. I feel, and I am sure the
House generally and also the Leader of the
Opposition will feel, that the person holding
the position of Commissioner of Railways to-
day, has a position which is not a bed of roses.
So long as he is honest and honiourable, he is
entitled to the support of every member of the
House. I do not say that if the Commissioner
makes mistakes, they should not be pointed out ;
but to ask him practically to relinquish his posi-
tion over a matter of this kind is going alto-
gether too far. His action may be wrong, hut
I do not believe it is wrong ; 'I believe he has
kept within the four comners of the Railway Act,
and has also acted in accordance with the spirit
of that measure. Further, I ask the House
to consider what would be the effect on the
confidence which succeeding Commissioners of
Railways will feel if the present Commissioner
is to be made practically the object of im-
peachment over a matter of this kind ? Again,
shall such severe criticism be meted out for
one slip-if there be a slip in this instance--and
no notice taken of or credit given for so much
work done without mistakes Y I say that no
man can handle a big concern like the Wiestern
Australian Government Railways wvithut making
mistakes. The only wonder is that nut more
mistakes are made, and bigger mistsakes
at that. Hon. members who have held port-
folios are aware that a Minister is frequently
called upon to decide questions of vital moment
at a few minutes' notice. Members who have
been Ministers are aware that a Minister can

2S62
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hardly sit down in his office to deal with cor-
respondence and files for five minutes, without
being interrupted by callers or by telephone
messages. While the leader of the Opposition
has shown by what I freely acknowledge to
be his temperate and fair speech that ho has
been actuated by public spirit, I think he will
feel, and the House will feel, that this matter,
though it ought to have been ventilated, does
not call for such strong and drastic action as the
motion proposes. Having added my mite to
the discussion, I leave the question to the House.
I may just touch on the question of the sleepers.
It may be knowledge to hon. members who
are not practical in these matters that once a
dog-spike has been put into a sleeper a great pro-
portion of the life of the sleeper has been taken
a-way. If one tries to lift rails with dog-spikes
through the sleepers, probably half of them
would break away. Therefore it is necessary
to take the dog-spikes oat of the sleeper and
re-bore it, and two borings are about as far as
the life of a, sleeper will extend.

'Mr. TEESDALE (Roebournel (937]:
The two Ministers who have spoken have do-
voted a good deal of time to explaining the
authority which the Commissioner of Rail-
ways has for leasing this section of the Gov-
erntment railways. But they have said very
little about the principal featare of the mno-
tion, and that is whether the Commissioner
has obtained a rental adequate to the service
heing rendJered. I think the Leader of the
Opposition cunsidered that to bc the most im-
lportant phase of thle motion.

H~on. P. Collier: It is the principal point.
'Mr. TEESDALE;: The two 'Ministers have

said very little on that point. I am sorry
to have to cxpress the opinion that this lia.
been a bail deal for the State. I c-casiler that
aV greater measure of attentioii should have
been paid to the figure. That was a very
dlecided cut-froin £3,600 to £2,000. The
(Commissioner aight have prolonged thle ne-
gotiations with a view to securing a better
figure. Further, if the matter hiad been
submritted to Ipublic tender, another company
might have played a very important part in
bidding for the c!oncession; that is, if given
the opportunity.

Mr. Lanibert: The other company would
hare given another £2,000 a year.

'Mr. TEESIDAILE It senms to me that the
dleal was rushled somewhat. More time should
have been spent in adjusting the figutre. 1
aia of opinion that had £5,000 been fixed as
a basis for starting negotiations, they might
have finished. up in the region of £3,000 or
£C3,500. Bot when the Con-is,41oner sbowed
what may be called unseemly haste in drop-
ping from £3,600 to £2,000, it must have
looked to Mr. Hedges as though the Commis-
sioner was very anxious to bring about a
deal. I do nt know that there was Any par-
ticular occasion for baste. Therefore I am
sorry to say I cannot support the Coniis-
sioner in this matter. At the samne time I
mutst agree with the Mlinister for Works that
the question is hardly of sufficient import-

[Os]

antee to justify such a drastic step as the
renioval of the Conmmissioner fromt his posi-
tion, especially as up to the present that
officer has discharged a very difficult task
under stressful conditions with a fair memo.
tire of sa-tisfaction. This is the only mis-
take lie has made, and it might be over-
looked. 'lie best of busin(ess men are apt to
niake a bad deal at times. If one had at
nmnager who, anticipating a rise in the mar-

ket, bought ahead somewhat extensively, and
if then the market turned against him, it
would lie very hard for that man, who was
only acting in the interests of his employer,
to lose his position. I hope the Lender of
the Opposition w-ill not press the latter part
of his motion, bevause I think it is a little
too "evere for the offence committed. I
do consider, however, that the Commissioner
has shown want of business ability in con-
inection withi this piarticular deal, and that he
inight have inade a better bargain for the
tioveronient1.

'Mr. WILLCOGI( (Geraldton) [9.42]:- 1
mepilise that this question was practicafly
thrashed out on the Railway Estimates. I real-
ise too, that there has been a surprising want
of candour on the part of the Government in
respect to the whole business. Anyone read-
ing the file and going into the matter from
iatever stanidpoint, could have come to no
other conclusion than that a lease of this par-
ticular section of railway was under negotia-
t ionl. Possibly, had the Minister for Rail-
ways been here at the time, he might have put
a. different aspect on the affair. But the
PrTemier, who in the absence of the Minister
for Railways was in charge of the lRailway
Estinyintes, agreed at that time with the con-
tention that a lease was being negotiated for
this particular section of line. If anyone is
to blame for withholding information on this
matter from the House, it is the Premier him-
self. Had it not been for the storma of pro-
test raised at the time, the negotiations which
were undoubtedly being carriedl on in respect
of this particular section of the Government
railways would have been continued, and
would ]have resulted in the granting of a
lease. Fromt my reading of the file, I can
conic to no other conclusion. Throughout
the file there is no mention of the granting
of running rights.

The 'Minister for Mines: Do You seriously
say that?

Mr. WIIJLCO CR: I do.
The M'%inister for Mines: Then you are

absolutely hopeless, because your own Leader
just read the clause mentioning a lease for
running rights.

Mr. WILLOOCK: I have searched the
file, and I can find in it nothing about run-
ning rights.

Theo Minister for Mines: " Running
rights'' are the words used,

Heon. P. Collier: ''Exclusive rights."
The Mfinister for Mfines: No; "running

rights.''
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-Mr. WILLCOCK: Something turns lip nkow
that has never before been spoken of in this
Chamber.

Hon. P. Collier: The words used are "cx-
elusive lease.''

The Minster for Mines: ''Exclusive lease
of running rights.''

M r. WILCOCK: The words " exclu-
sive rights"' run through the whole
of the loapers. I do not know who advised
the Prenmier with regard to the matter; lpre'
sumably the Premier had some advice from
sonic quarter. lie knew nothing about the
whole business when he was dealing with it
on tine Railway Estimates.

The Minister for Railways: If he knew
nothing, nobody could have advised him.

Mr. W1ILLCOCK: He was particularly
clear in dealing with the lease. NO othe r
conclusion could have been come to than that
a lease was to be granted.

Hon. P. Collier: WhV~at else is it but a
lease i

Mr. WILLOOCK: Nobody had any idea
other than that of a lease. The Minister for
Railways had inside knowledge and, I sup-
pose, %vis oiie of the prime movers in the
negotiations. No officer of the departmenat
would complete an important agreement like
this without consulting the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: You did not
know that I was out of the State, did you?

Mr. WILLCOCK- The negotiations were
in hand before the 'Minister left the State.
it the Ceinnisqioue'r dlid deal with a niatt,'r
like that wvithout consulting the 'Minister, it
is time we passed such a motion.

The Minister for Railways: Power is con-
ferred on the Commissioner by the Act.

Mr. -I LLCOCK: Yes, but before the
Commissioner takes an extreme step in so
important a matter, hke always consul1ts the
M inister. The Minister mutst have known
all about it before hie went away. This is
one of the secret agreements of which we'
hzare heard so much. Since Pariamient is
slposed to accept the responsibility of
finiane, Parliament should have somec infor-
mation in regard to such a matter. This is
a most important arrangement, touching the
wvhole. of the finanvial system of the rail-
wrays, One of the most important items Of
truffle in connection with the mining indus-
try is to be taken out of the hands Of the
de partment. I suppose the next step will 1w
to leas;e to the company the sidings runn1ing
into the mines. in the face of the grantingZ
of all thesev copnessions, how can tile rail-
ways te expected to pay? We bare deliber-
ately given away our firewood traffic, until
no~w'we have nothint- whatever to do with it.
The 1-5 miles of ralny to deal with this
pnrtie'ular traffic would have cost the com-
juarll £50l,OOfl. We know that, because the
Lain' lifton line cost £70,0(0.

The 'Minister for 'Railways: Are you seri-
ouis in comparing the two lines'?

Mr. Mann: 'Mr. Hedges had only to shift
rnils from his own line.

Mr. WIhLCO('X: The Minister has toli
us something to-night of the cost of shift
iug rails and putting them into a new lin(
This line would hare cost anything uipt
£40 0(0

Mr. Pickering: What, 15 miles of bus!
railway!

Mr. WVILLCOCX: If the company hao
the rails, it would not have cost so munch
However, under this ag-reemient they are mak
lug usme of Government rails required to
other puhrlposes. Ont a very conservative esti
mnate the line would hare cost themi £30,0UC
iihich at 6 per cent. would have representei
practically the £:2,000 per annum, wit hen
tile cost of mainteance. They are 5svlflj
that much. My objection to the whole bosi
ness is thant the Hlouse has been misled ii
the matter and that, but for the protes
wade, the lease would have been entered into
We are losing a considerable sum of moor.
on this deal, whereas thre company has gainer
a great concession. The railway finianes nil
be seriously affected by ihe agreement en
tened into.

The Minister for M1ines: No agreement ha
been entered into.

Mr. WILICOCK: We asked the Premiei
whether any niegotiations or agreement hai
beven entered into and he said, "Yes.''

The Mlinister for MUines: I do not den:
that negotiations were entered into, and tha,
the agrcenient was submitted to Mr. Hedges
IfonM'Cer, it was not accepted by him.

lion. 1'. ('oilier: That was after the qries
tion. was raised in tlre House.

Mr. WIALCOCK: The Leader of the Op
position is Justified in bringing forward hi
motion, 1Lecauise the Commissioner has aol
displayed much business acuimen in these
negotiationls. Probably if we went right intr
the ques-tion we should find that the Corn
nussioner has mnade v'ery many iiuportanI
slips. Thre Commissioner should be ni
anxious to piroteet the interests of the State
as hie u-oull lie to protect his own.

Mr. ANUE(f'LO (Cascoyne) [0.561: A gno
deal has licit said against the Commissionei
for hminlg leased a portion of the Stat,
railways, Years ago a amain trunk line wa'
bu1ilt from Coiilgarglie to Kalgoorlie. Later
owini to the business between those tar(
-etres increasing, a duplicationl was Pro

vidled. Sine then, unfortunately, busine,
hais lvereaseul and the necessity for thE
dnpil,'te line passed. 1%s soon as that stags
was reachod, the duiplication was; no longei
part of the miain trunik railways of the State;
it had libevoie unnecesary. It was con-iidered
whether the duiplication -should not be taker
u1p -nI rei oel to anmother district. The
Crnml sioner was doubtful about tlewiou
of fiai' -policy. The fortunes of goldfieldq
fltvaite, ini a new dlicovery rili1t eadly
result in a fresh demautd for the duplivat~r
linle. The Commissioner, probably, Vas; verv
plensed on finding an opportunity' for tern-
perarilv le-asing that line, and he agreedl tn
lease it for three year"4.
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The Minister for Mines: There was flu
lease about it.

Mr. Will cock: Everyone thought it Was a
lease.

lion. 1'. Collier: There is intuition there.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
M.%r. ANG(ELO: I mean lie has been given

the running rights.
Hion. P. Collier: You have forgotten part of

Your lesson.
The Minister for -Mines: With the right to

terminate it in three mionths.
M r. ANXGELO: Th ree years is the limit ac-

cording to the Act. The Commissioner has
made a good deal. Evidently, he does not
want the duplication for the time being, but
(lees not Wish the line to be taken uip, in case
it is wanted. According to the Minister, the
value of the material if taken up would be
U22.0001 that is, after deducting the cost
of taking it up. It is also doubtful whether
it would be worth that amount. The Cow-
missioner is getting £2,000 a year for the
running rights over this section, which is
about 9 per cenL of the value of the material.
Re has, therefore, done well, especially when
we know he can terminate these running
rights on giving three months' notice. If
neessary the department can use the line.
The member for Roebourie (Mr. Teesdale)
says the commissioner should have started at
£5,000.

Mr. Teesdale- And worked downwards,
Mr. ANGELO: If I thought the Conmmis-

sioner could have secured £5,000, 1I would be
prepared to vote with the Leader of the Op-
position. I do not think lie could have gut
anything like that. There was not a great
rush on the pqrt of Mr. Hedges, to sign the
agreement. Considering all the circumstances
I think £2,000 represented a good deal for a
temporary lease of the running rights of a
line that is niot required.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder-in reply)
110.3]: The member for Gascoyne, like a
child or a baby, tells us a remarkable tale,
Ali;l inhbd not even the merit of plausibility.

Mr. Mfunsie: A glaxo baby at that.
lon. P1. COLLIER: ite says the Comnmis-

siner saw a chance of getting U,000O a year
for this railway and that hie had made a
good deal. If he could have got £,5000 and
refused it, the hion. member would have cen-
sured hint. Nothing less than the Conmnis-
siner having actually said to Mr. Hedges, "I
will not take your £-5,000, but only £2,000,''
would have called forth censure front the
lion. member, How doesi the hoti. member
know that the Commissioner could not hare
lgot £E5,000? There is no evidence that he at-
tempted seriously to get £3,600. Although the
Minister for railways overwhelmed us with
figures, and poured them out so that some
members were absolutely bamboozled, and did
not in the end know where Kurrawang or
Coolgardie were, he did not touch one of
the points in my case, but talked all round
the subject. I aidmit the motion is a drastic
one. Although the action of the Commis-

sioner mnay be censurable, and certainly is,
it may not warrant the extreme step of
currying the motion as it is worded. I had no
other course titan to bring up the matter in
this way. If a Minister made a mistake or
a badl deal, which did not altogether warrant
dismissal, one could move a motion of cen-
gure against him in the House, hut it
would not be the proper procedure Fi)r Par.
linment to adopt to censure a Government
official. The only body which has power to
dismiss a. Government official is the executive,
subject to the apprevat of Parliament. The
only course open to me was to word my
motion in a drastic way in order to call the
attention of members to it.

The Minister for 'Mines: You know the
effect of your previous ceasure of a public
official. Y ou brought him here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: H~e is more useful to
the State than he was ilL his other capacity.
I am not reflecting upon him in his other
capacity, but me rely wish to say lie will be
extremely useful here. The Minister is al-ways
Whittling down the value of the line.

The Minister for Mines; 'Not at all.
Hfon. P. COLLIER: He quoted figures

which will not bear investigation. First of
all he cuts down from £36,000 as the value of
the rails, fastenings and sleepers to £26,000,
and then makes certain :other deductions
whichi cut the figures down to £22,000.

The 'Minister for Mines:- Less the cost ot
getting them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The case put up by
the Minister is so afterthought. His whole
case has been reconstructed in the light of"
the debate on the Railway Estimates,

The Minister for 'Mines: That is not so.
Yr. Mfachalum Smith: If he had gone

mutch further he would have been paying MIr.
Hedges.

Hon. P. Collier: He would have shown
that we were actUualy indebted to him for an
enormious amount, but he stopped short of
reaching that point. The engineci for 'Ways
andi Works put up an estimate at a time when
lie did not anticipate having to defend this
ease in the House. lIe said-

In fLn 'v agr-eement arrived at provision
shiould be made for the loss on the value of
the rails, fastenings, and sleepers that would
otherwise be removed for use. elsewhere.
This would approximate as follows: Cool-
gardie to Kurrawang, about 15 miles, 15
miles rails and fastenings at market prices
£27,420; sleepers, 15 miles at 2112 per mile
-3 1.680 at 5s., £7,920, total, £,35,340.
The Mfinister for Mines: That is for 601b.

rahils.
Non. P. COLLIER: That is another

whittling down. The 'Minister has actually
been able to reduce the weight of the rails
front GO1bs. to 45lbs. To his own satisfaction
lie has been able to reduce the value of the
rails, which the engineer for Ways and Works
says are wvorth £385,000, to £22,000. and to re-
duce the weight on paper from 60lba. to 45
lbs.
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The 'Minister for Mines: They have had
25 years' use.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister said the
cost of maintenance would be nothing at all,
because this was a first class railway which
had carried the express up to now. It was
a heavy road of 601b. rails and in good order
and repair. He now says the rails are Over
20 years old. Where does the argument of
the 'Minister come in that it would not cost
anything to maintain the road? Many of
the rails must have become useless mnd have
had to be replaced.

The Minister for Mdines: The rails are old
but the sleepers have only been in for five
years.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What becomes of his
statement that the cost of maintenance will
be nothing? He suggested that the men on the
Government section would merely glance at
this line as they went along.

The Minister for Mfines: I said the weight
had been reduced from G0ibs. to S8lbs.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Can it be expected
that an old road like that will cost nothing
for maintenance?

The Minister for Mtines: The cost of main-
tenance does not mean replacing rails. It
means the condition of the road generally.

Ilon. P. COLLIER: Does lie suggest that
an old and shaky road will not have to be
maintained?7 I will leave it to the judgment
of members.

The Minister for Mfines: I did not refer
to it as an old shaky road. I said the rails
were old.

Ho,,. 1-. COLLIER: The permanent way
is the road. The Minister cannot have it
both ways. We are told we have a first class
railway here, and that the sleepers have
been in only three years.

The Mfinister for Mines: Five years.
Ron. P. COLLIER: It is so good that it

has carried the Kiacoorlie express. Notwith-
standing this, the Minister says that the 15
miles is not worth more than £22,000. The
other day a track 14 miles long, built of
second-hand rails Purchased from a woodline
which had been in use for 20 years, cost
£70,000.

Mr. Latham: That included clearing tho
track and constructing earthworks.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It does not cost
£4,000 a mile to construct earthworks.

The Minister for '%ines: It is the value
of the material after paying the cost of
taking it up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have 15 miles of
first class railway that is said to be only
worth £02,000, and yet this other 14 miles
of railway, constructed of 451b. second-hnd
rails, cost £70,000.

The Minister for 'Mines: You forget this
aspect-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has
haut hi4 opportunity to speak.

The Minister for Mines: That is so, but the
Leader of the Opposition is making a state-
ment which I did not make. If we have re-
gard to all . these considerations, will the

Leader of the Opposition say what it would
cost to construct the railway elsewhere?

Mdr. Lambhert: That is where Hedges make!
his money.

Hon. P. COLLIER, I will give a rougi
estimate of £1,000 a mile. Suppose we
double it, however, for this 15 miles of rail
way, that will give us £30,000. We know.
that in pre-war days railways were con
strueted for £1,000 a mile, including every.
thing.

The 'Minister for -Mines: 'Where? Not here
lion. P. COLLIER: Ye; in Western An&

tralia. [ admit that the lines constructed
at that figure were the light agricultural rail
ways. I admit that the cost was low.

The Minister for Mines: That is not a
fair comparison.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is absolutely fair
and it serves to prove that the Minister has
brought forward a set of figures that will not
stand investigation. Those figures were evi.
dentl- prepaered as an afterthought, in orde,
to support the case brought forward by the
Minister. The Engineer for Way and Works
sets out definitely in the file the estimate of
£35,000; to-night the Minister reduces that
figure to £22,000, in order to assist him to
make out is ease.

The Minister for Mines: No, that is not a
fair comparison.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is fair. The Min
ister said in reply to my contention that the
company would he making large profits aris-
Ing out of this deal, that the Commissioner
wvas not entitled to take into consideration
the business of the company and fix the rate
according to tlhe profit or loss the company
made. That is the very thing that the Corn-
inissioner alleges lie has done, and justifies
himself in accepting such a low figure on the
grounil that the husiness of the company
does not justify a higher rate.

The Mlinister for Mines: He does not do
SO.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, he does. In
order to get away from the fact that this
mleans a profit of £10,000 a year to Mr.
Hedges, the Mfinister says the Commis-
sioner is not entitled to take into consid-
eration the position of the company in
fixing the price; in his minute the Commits-
sioner says that is the very thing he has
done, and justifies his action on the ground
that the mining industry cannot afford to
pay more.

The Minister for Mines: That is the
point.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Commissioner
says it has been the policy of the depart-
trent to facilitate the soppy of firewood to
the mines at the lowest possible coat, Therein
is evidence that the Commissioner has done
the very thing which the 'Minister Rays he
is not entited to do.

The Mfinister for Mfines: That is an en-
tirely different point.

lin. P. COLLIER: That is not so. I
say the Comnmissioner was entitled to---

The Minister for Mdines: Consider the
effect it would have on the industry.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so, and also
the effect it would have on the profits of the
company he was dealing with.

The Minister for Mines. No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Mfy motion sets out

that the Commissioner did not make a con-
tract which would give the State an ade-
quate return for the services proposed to be
rendered. The Minister has not attempted
to answer that contention. The file shows
that the Commissioner was prepared to take
£2,000 a year and he discussed the matter
with officers of his department and so on.
Wbile all this goes on, there is not even an
application lodged by the company to the
department. If any hon. member had an
office boy who handled a matter in such a
slipshod way, he would dismiss the lad at
once.

The Minister for Mlines: You want to
stick to the old red tape methods.

Hon. P. COLLIER: On the contrary,
when dealing with an unsophisticated indi-
vidual who is not ''clear regarding de-
tais," who has not given any considers-
tion to the business andI who, when he
walks into the Commissioner's office, is not
clear as to what he really wants--

The Minister for Mines: And then gets
it-

non. P. COLLIER, Although he is not
''clear regarding details.'' I prefer to do
business with a man like that in writing and
give him time to ponder over the details and
arrive at his decision as to what he wants.
I do not wont a Commissioner of Railways
to take any unfair advantage of a man who
in such anu unsophisticated manner, walksinto that official's office and, not being clear
as to details, secures that which he requires
I would prefer to do business in writing for
the protection of Mr. Hedges himself. How-
ever, my conteation remains unanswered. All
the side tracking and talk of the Minister
regarding engines hooking-on here, and un-
hooking there, does not affect the position.
Let me remind the Minister for Works that
that policy has been in operation for the last
25 years where this company is concerned,
and the company were required to do
these things to which the Minister for Mines
has referred.

The Minister for Mines: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The company were

compelled to do it f or many years until
a variation was agreed to ;n 1919. At one
time, the policy was for the Kttrrawang
company to bring in their wood supplies to
Kurrawang and then not only to unhook en-
gines, but the wood bad to be taken out of
the company's trucks and reloaded into the
Government trucks for transport to the
mines. The comp~anty's trucks were not per-
initted to run over the Government lines,
and this extra cost of handling ran into be-
tween 4d. and 6d. per ton. Year after year
the company put uip requests to run along
the Government line. They were put up to
the Minister for 'Works from time to timme
when he was Commissioner of Railways, but

were always refused until in turn ho left,
and the matter was dealt with by another
Commissioner.

The Minister for Works: How do you
know that?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is on the Wie. The
Minister for Works, when Commissioner of
Railways, compelled the company to unload
their trucks every time.

The 'Minister for Mines: In those days,
the companies were paying good dividends;
they are struggling now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I read with a good
deal of pleasure a minute in the handwrit-
ing of the Minister for Works regarding the
endeavour of Mfr. Hedges to make use of
political pull and influence to secure his
way. The Minister said it was an unfair
proposition.

The Minister for Works: flid I dare to
say that?

Hion. P. COLLIER: Yes, and I read that
minute with a considerable amount of ad-
miratiaa. Had the Minister for Works keen
Commissioner when this deal was tnder con-
sideration, we would never be discussing the
position new. Under the contract proposed
to be mande, there is a clear profit of
£10,000 to this company and it is idle
piffle for the member for Gascoyne (Mr.
Angelo) to say this was a good deal. The
only request made by Mr. Hedges to the
Commissioner for reconsideration was suffi-
cient to induce the Commissioner to act ac-
cordingly. The Commissioner was not en-
titled to take that action and he should
have safeguarded the financial interests of
the State, particularly in view of the posi-
tion as it stands to-day. It should have
been clearly evident to a blind man, that
£3,600 was a low price, and even had a re-n-
tal of £25,000 been required, it would have
paid Mr. Hedges to agree rather than in-
cur the expense of putting down another
line. I have ventilated the subject and I
recognise it would be a very drastic action
to dismiss the Commissioner for what has
been described as a slip. Having ventilated
the matter, I trust this will serve to be a
warning to the Commissioner and others
handling important business on behalf of
the State to be more careful in -future. In
the circumstances, I will not press the mo-
tion to a division.

Question put and negatived.

MOTION-METROPOLITAN TRAM-
WAY E XTENSIONS.

To Inquire by Select Committee.
Mr. CLYDESD ALE (Canning) [10.281, 1

move-
That a select committee be appointed

to inquire into and report upon necessary
tramway extensions in the metropolitan
area.

After reading the speech of the Minister
for Railways regarding tramway extensions
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in the metropolitan area, I feel there is only
one course for me to take in the interests
of thle people affected by this question,
namely, to move that a select committee be
appointed to make the inquiries indicated in
the motion. I was somewhat surprised to
hear the Minister state that no tramway ex-
tension had been promised to the Comio dis-
trict. I hare looked up the correspoadence
and I find that that tramway extension was
disvussed and agreed to by Cabinet. On the
12th July last, this announcement appeared
in the "Daily News'' after Cabinet had
dealt with the question:-

Following on his representations-
This refers to the representations by the Miin-
later for 'Mines-

Cabinet has now decided that the work
of conniecting South Perth shall be put in
operation almost immediately. Mr. Scad-
dan made this announcement at the eon.
elusion of the meeting this morning, say-
ing: "Cabinet has approved of the com-
mteneement of an extension of the tramn-
ways. The decision to extend, of course,
was made some time ago, hut no definite
route had been decided upon."~

Later onl he said-
"I1 asked for a decision on the recom-

mendation of the Tramways Department,
and it has been determined to first pro-
ceed with the extension to South Perth.''

The '"West Australian" stated-
"It wvill be remembered," said the Alfin-

ister for Railways and Traniways (Mr. J.
Seaddan), "that provision was made on
thle Estimates last session for the com-
mencement of tramway extensions . . .
Cabinet this morning approved of the re-
commendation of the responsible officers
to make a commencement with that exten-
nion through portion of South Perth to
Com. "

Then hie proceeded to describe the route to
be taken. Yet in face of this, the Minister
for Railways says no promise "-as ever made
to construct tramways to Como. As fur-
ther evidence of the promise, let me quote a
letter written by the town clerk of South
Perth to the Minister, dated 26th .Tuly, 1921.
It states-

The council desires to express its appre-
ciation and thanks for your recant definite
announcement that the next tramway ex-
tens~ion is to he the South Perth and Como
line, and that the work will be started
almost immediately. I need hardly re-
iii vonl that kouth 'Perth is the oldest

qsuburb .but the last to be served with
trautway' fucilities. It is 20 years ince
the service was first promised us, and many-
timles since then wve have almost securedl
thle extension, but influences on the north
of the riv er have always diverted the work
to that stide. Tt is, however, regarded ns
onite dlefinite that the long looked-for
facilities are within measurable distance of
arconiplishmnent, and the council ami the
reqidents of South Perth extend to you
their ,,ineere gratitude for recogaising the

claim of this district in preference to those
which have already either railway or tram-
wray services.
The Alinister for -Mines: The moment that

letter was published, amy troubles began.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: I do not think the

Minister ever had, or ever will have, any
troubles. Replying to the town clerk's letter
on the 28th July the M3inister wrote-

I have to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 26th inst. setting forth
your council 's appreciation at the an-
niouncement in connection with the tram-
way extensions. I note the contents there-
of" and desire to return thanks for the
appreciation expressed. It is quite an
oasis in the desert.

In face of that we h-ave the announcement
of the Government that no promise was made!
I amn not so much concerned about the ex-
tension of the trains to South Perth as I am
about the question of extension generally in
the metropolitan area. My motion covers
extensions required throughout thme whole of
that area. I am quite prepared to admit
that the present is not an opportune time to
extend tramways owing to the financial strin-
gency. If the Governament are not prepared
to undertake the extensions, they should per-
init someone else to do so.

Hon. W. C. Angwun: You only require a
Bill.

-Mr. ('LYDESDKLE: I wish to impress
upon members that the people concerned,
for the first time in the history of the State,
are prepared to pay for the extensions. In
my, electorate no fewer than five bodies de-
sire tramway extensions and every one is
prep:ared to guarantee the interest and sink-
ing fund, and one of thenm is prepared to
find portion of the working expenses also.
What has surprised me is that the Govern-
ment have not jumped at 1he chance and
grasped it with both hands. If the people

re sosaisfied that the extens3ions Will pay
that they arc prepared to guarantee interest
and sinking fund under the betterment sys-
team, it is the bounden duty of the Govern-
mient to provide the faciities.

Thle -Minister for Mines: But the South
Per~th municij a] council cannot pledge the
future roadl board.

iMr. CTXYDESDALE: The road board is in
existence and c-an pledge itself. The people
of Belmont are prepa red] to strike a rate
whichl would result in a contribution of £5,000
towards time cost of £15,000 required to ex-
tend thle trains to that district. As a result
of the lack of facilities in the outer
areas, people are drifting into the
city an d landlords are raising their
rets. At present it is necessary to
pay a premium in order to get a
house. If ain unfortunate creature falls a
few weeks in arrear-s with his rent, ho gets
notice to quit, The train service to 'May-
lands is an abs,,olute disgrnce. I (Io not Ba '
thait the railway authorities are to blame for
this; probabl -y the distance of Maylands
from Perth does not warrant the running of
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a better service. Under existing conditions,
however, the people of Maylands, might as
well be right out in the bush. The people
of Queen's Park are prepared to pay inter-
est and sinking fund on the coat of tramway
extensions, and the same applies to the peo-
ple at Comno, The extensions required in my
electorate are two to Maylands, one to
Queen's Park, one to Belmont, and one to
Como, and in every case the people are pre-
pared to make themselves responsible for in-
terest and sinking fund.

The Minister for Mines: Would Claremont
do that?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I know nothing about
Claremont.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They should get
special Bills passed and let the Government
run the tramns for them.

The Minister for Mines: If the South Perth
proposal were submitted to a referendum, it
would be turned down.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I would advise the
Minister not to go to South Perth or he
-would be turned down.

The Minister for Mines: I have been there
during the whole of the holidays and have
been treated well.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The Minister, then,
is pretty game. I hope the motion will bel
agreed to in order to give the local bodies
an opportunity to tell the Government ex.
aetly what they are prepared to do. So far
they have not had an opportunity to do so.
Year after year, for 15 years, deputations
have waited on the Government without re-
sult, and the Minister is now trying to dlraw
a red herring across the track by suggest-
ing the formation of a tramways trust. We
have had many promises which have not
been fulfilled, and it is time the local bodies
were given an opportunity to formulate a
defiite seheme to which the Government
could give a straight out answer of yes or
no- Give the local bodies an opportunity to
place their proposals before a select commit-
tee, end I am satisfied that the trains will be
extended to these districts within a very
short period of Parliament resuming next ses-
sion. I hope that members of the Country
Party particularly will support the motion.
The inquiry will not cost much. The select
committee, after the close of the session,
could be converted into a Royal Commission
without pay, so that there would be ample
opportunity to obtain all the evidence andt
settle f or all time whether these tramway
extensions should be undertaken or not. Peo-
ple have been waiting for these facilities for
10, 15, and 20 years, and to-day they are no
further advanced. If they are prepared to
guarantee the interest and sinking fund, they
should receive some definite assurance that
the work will he put in hand. If interest
and sinking fund are guaranteed, there can
be n question of loss to the Government.
If the betterment principle had been adonted
in the early days, those people who benefited
from the provision of such facilities would
have paid the tax and contributed their

quota towards extensions to other districts.
No sooner was it announced that the tramns
would be extended to Como than land values
rose to the extent, in some instances, of 200
per cent. If the latest pronouncement of the
Government stands, these values will very
soon fall again. Those people who hold land
and derive the benefit of the unearned in-
crement should contribute something towards
tramway extensions. This is the system I
propose to recomimend to the local bodies,
and I am satisfied they will be prepared
to adopt it.

The Minister for Mines: Claremont will
not adopt it.

Mr. CLYDESIDALE: If that is so, the
people at Claremont are not entitled to tram-
way facilities. The Minister will probably
contend that it is unfair to impose the bet-
ternment principle in respect to these exten-
sions, because other people enjoying tramway
facilities have not been asked to shoulder
similar obligations. This argument does not
apply. It would apply if the finances of the
State were in a healthy condition, but the
present financial position is such that the
Government could not undertake the con-
struction of these trans unless interest and
sinking fund were guaranteed. I quite agree
with members of the Country Party that any
money available for developmental purposes
should be expended in the country, but where
people are prepared to pay for these tramway
extensions, they are entitled to the facilities.

Mr. Angelo: How long will they guarantee
inlterest and sinking fund!

Mr. CLYDESDALE. We shall go to the
Government with a concrete proposal from
each body. The Minister a little white ago
interjected that the people of South Perth
would not be prepared to adopt the better-
ment principle. If this is so, let them go
without trains. if other portions of the elec-
torate are prepared to pay for these faeili-
ties, they should be served. We are desir-
ous of submitting to the Government what
we are prepared to do; so far we have not
been able to elicit from the Government what
they are prepared to do.

Mr. 3. THOMSON (Claremont) [10-41]:
While the member for Canning (Mr. Clydes-
dale) was speaking, the Minister for Railways
interjected that the people of Claremont
would not be prepared to pay for a tramway
extension to that district. I remember being
on aL deputation which waited on the Minister
a few mouths ago, at which it was stated on
behalf of the people of Claremont that they
were prepared to pay the interest and sinking
fund if the tramways were extended to that
district. The Minister then said that after
Como-I do not know why he was so keen
on Como-the deputation could -rest assured
that Claremont would be tbe next district to
receive tramway facilities.

Mr. Clydesdale: Then God help Claremont
after the latest announcement of the Gov-
ernment!
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-Mr. J. THOMSON: I support the motion,
and I hope the Government will agree to
convert the select committee into a Royal
Commission without pay in order that, when
the Rouse meets next session, we shall have
definite proposals to consider. I do not think
the present Government will do very much.
Every Minister, with the exception of the
Premier-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
dise-iss members of the Government under this
motion.

Mr. J. THOMSON: I am going to discuss
the Minister for WVorks, the Minister for Rail-
ways and everyone else.

Mr. SPEFAKEIR: The hoe, member moat
confine himself to this motion.

Mr. .1. THOMSON:- I support the motion.

Hon. W. 4!. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) (10.43]:- I intend to vote for the
motion, hut I wish to point out to the local
authorities that if they desire trains, there
is no reason whatever why they should not
get them. The mover of the motion has
stated that the people are prepared to guaran-
tee interest and sinking fund.

Mr. Underwood: They say they are.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They will have to

give guarantees.
Mr. Underwood.- Verbal guarantees.
Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: They can do as

the North Fremantle council and the Melville
Road Board did, namely, get a Bill pased,
construct the tramways and arrange for the
Government to run them.

Mr- Clydesdale: There is an extension of
only one mile required to Maylands.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: It could be done
for one mile. I doubt whether the North Fre-
mantle extension was a mile. I think the
lion, member should extend the scope of tbe
motion somewhat. My opinion is that tram-
ways are going out and that the future meanis
of travelling will be by improved motor ser-
vice. Motor cars and motor buses would not
cost so much as tranicars.

Mr. Clydesdiale: It would cost more to
maintain the tracks.

Eon. W. C. ANGWIN: I doubt that- Any-
how, it would be a good idea to inquire into
the best means of communication as well as
into the question of extensions actualiy re-
quired. With the member for Canning (Mr.
Clydesdale) I agree that the peo]ple on the
south side of the river have been badly
treated in connection with tramway facilities,

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [10.45]: 1
intend to support the motion, but I am con-
vinced that all the facilities which are peculiar
to the metropolitan area should be governed
by the authorities in the metropolitan area.
As representative of Pilbara it seems to me
that the people of Pilbara have no interest
whatever in this mattter; the subject is one
which concerns the Government and the metro-
politan municipalities.

lion. J1. Thomson: Why did you not do
something when you were a member of the
Government 9

Mr. UNDERWVOOD:, I did. It is not
right that the member for Kalgoorlie and
the members for the North-West and the
South-West should be dealing with questions
which only affect the interests of the peo-
ple of the metropolitan area. We should
hand over to the people in the metropolitan
area those utilities which affect them alone. I
am prepared to support the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan-Albany) (10.47):- I sympatbise
with the member for Canning (Mr. Clydes-
dale) and he may accept my sympathy with
an assurance that I am doubtful whether he
feels more disappointed about this matter
than I do. I am disappointed because I re-
cognise that Comno as well as other parts such
as Queen's Park, Belmont, Maylands, Ned-
lands extension to Claremont, and other sec-
tions of the mnetropolitan area have been
waiting for years for tramway extensions,
and as we have a monopoly of the tramnways,
the people in those places are entitled to ask
us for a definite announcement of our inten-
tions. I have already stated that I have
gone into the question thoroughly, and I
have in my office a plan of the proposed ex-
tension, showing the complete scheme, This
is available for inspection by anyone who
cares to see it. The object of these exten-
sions is that the land in the outer districts
may be made available to the industrial
section of the community at a reasonable
figure. When the opportunity presents it-
self I shall submit a recommendation in
the direction of making a start with those
extensions. I had to make a recommenda-
tion to start somewhere, and I suggested
South Perth and Como, but the recmmenda-
tion did not provide that facilities should he
granted to those who live close to the edge
of the river and who are already served.
Immediately the announcement was made,
Leederville and Claremont rose and caused
the metropolitan Press and those who bed
been supporting the commencement of ex-
tensions to become hostile. Then we had a.
battle of routes, a matter on whichb there.
should he no battle at all. I have been
placed in a position of waiting for funds.
1 do not control the funds. If the Treas-
urer wsill find the money I will go on with
the extensions. If he says be cannot find any
money I have no right to press the matter
further.

Mr. Clydesdale: You have not yet asked
the people whether they will pay for those
extensions.

The M MISTER FOR MINES: The peo-
ple cannot afford to pay for themn.

hXr. Clydesdale, Yes, we can find thp in-
terest and sinking fund.

The MINISTER FOB MINES: It is a
question of whether the money can be raised
at the present juncture.
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Mr. Clydesdale: But you must start on
some extensions.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: We shall
start when funds are available. At the pre-
sent time the Trensarer says he cannot find
any money and I can do no more. What 1
suggest is that there is no advantage in ap-
pointing a select committee at this stage. The
select committee can do no more than T have
done; I have all the data that it is possible to
get and have convinced the House that the
extensions are desirable-

Mr. Clydesdale: You have no data as to
what the local bodies are prepared to do.

The MINISTEk FOR MINES: The only
point remaining is as to what attitude the
local authorities will adopt to enable us to
make an early start with the extensions.
There is nothing to prevent the hon. member
and others calling the local bodies together
to discuss the matter as fully as they like.
This can be done without expense to the coun-
try, and it can then be shown that the local
bodies are in earnest.

Mr. .1. Thomson: What Would a select
comnmittee cost?

The MIfNISTER FOR MINES: A few
pounds perhaps, but a select committee could
not do more than a conference of the local
authorities. The local authorities could mleet
without any delay, while the select commit-
tee could not sit to take evidence during re-
cess-

Mr. Clydleadale: You could mote it an
honorary Rloyal Commission.

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: The hon-
orary Royal Commission stunt is just about
played out. Raoied down the question is one
of finance. If the local authorities are pre-
pared to impose a betterment tax and get the
ratepayers to agree to the proposal by way of
referendum, we shall know where we are, but
I am extremely doubtful whether the people
would agree to that proposal.

Mr. Clydesdale: At any rate, let us start
s~rnePwhere.

The MINISTER FOR MITNES: Let the
local authorities take the necessary course in
the direction of getting anl expression , f
opinion of the people who are to be served and
then I can comne down to the House with a
Bill t~o provide for the betterment system or
some other method that may' be satisfactory,
and if Parliament will adopt the Bill it will
be tantnamonnt to an expression of opinion
and we shall be able to proeed.

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate adjourned.

Hou&e adjourned at 10.56 P.M.
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Tfhe PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3.0
pan., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE, TRAFFIC ACT
AMENDMENT BILJL.

Report presented.

lion. A. Sanderson brought up the report
of the select committee appointed to inquire
into the Bill.

Report received and read.

lion. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) 1.1.6]: The ordinary next step,
I believe, is to move that the select commit-
tee's -report be printed; but, speaking for
myself, and I think in this I anm also voicing
the opinions of my two colleagues on the
select commnittee, I wish to give the Minister
;in assurance that if he does not desire that
the report should be printed, or if the House
does not desirec itI since this course might
involve delay in the consideration of the
measure for sonic little time, it would be
quite easy for myself or either of my col-
leagues, when mtembers have the Bill before
theni in Committee, to explain quite clearly,
as well as briefly, what the position of affairs
is in connection with the report. Everyone
must revognise that when such a report as
this is read, without a printed copy being
before- lion. members, there is always a little
dlii ulty in following the recommendations
of the select committee. I only mention this
in order to meet the wishes of the Leader of
the House in every respect. If he, speaking
for the House, does not consider it necessary
that the report should be printed, I will re-
frain from moving the motion.

Thme MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. 11. P. Colebatch-East (3.1: Person-
ally I should be prepared to accept the writ-
tenl report of the select committee, with the
lion, member's explanation; but printed
copies of the report can easily he available
here by q o'clock to-mnorrow, afternoon, when
the Bill will be taken into consideration in
Conmmittee.


