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money Bills. There is no need to raise that
issue on the present occagion, becanse the
amendment to which the message refers is
on¢ of abhsclutely mo importance. It was
moved by Mr. Nicholson and provided that
inter-departmental reeeivts should not be tux-
able. The Leader of the House informed us
that it was not the departmental practice to
tax such reccipts. The amendment would ap-
ply to a receipt given by one department of
a firm like Boans, to another department for
goods which are to be sent ount in one con-
gignment to a customer. In such instapces
the department does not require a stamped
receipt. Mr. Nicholson me ely nroposed to
male that nraetice legal. In order to con-
gerve the rights and privileges of this Housc
regarding the pressing of amendments to
money Billa in future, I propose to move an
amendwment,

Hon. A. Sanderson: Do you say we pressed
such an mnendment?

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: Yes, but the amend-
ment I propose to move now will not further
prese it. 1 move—

That n message be transmitted to the
Assembly in reply to its Mesaage No. 56
that, having new heen adwigsed that the
amendment snggested in Messnge No. 36
and pressed in Message No. 40, would
merely legalise an already cxisting depart-
mental practice, it sees no reason to further
press its amendment, :

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am amazed that
we should have ever sent along such an
amendment. and ¥ ahonld like to know who
was resnonsible for pressing it. If that
in the kind of thing we are tnshed into at
the elose of the session, it is all the more
regson for ingisting upon poing elowlv., It is
a ridiculous position in which we find our-
selves.

Hon, H, Stewart:
amendnweut.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: In the ahsence of
the hon. member, one does not wich to say too
much.  Possibly the best wav out of this
ridienlony pocition is to be found in the
plain statement we have just heard. What
norsense to have pressed such a request on
another place! Truly, we have been making
ourselves ridicnlous! At all events, T have
the consolation of knowine T was not here at
the time. Mr, Lovekin has given us a elear
explanation of the position, but I protest
againgt the raising of these immortant con-
stitutionnl issucs and so flnding ourselves in
an uatenable position.

Tt was Mr, Nieholson'’s

Amendment put and passed; and a Mes-
sage accordingly returned to the Assembly.

House adjourned 11.25 p.m.
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Tie SPEAKER took the Chair at 4,30
p-m., and rcad prayera.

QUESTION —RAILWAY COAL.
Equitable Prices, Collie and Neweastle.

Mr. WILSOXN asked the Minister for Rail-
wiuys: 1, What is the equitable price of
Collic coal in relation to Neweastle coal (at
Present prices operating to the Railway De-
partmeni) on the basis laid down by the
late Chief Meehanical Engineer (Mr, Hume)
and the Woolnough Royal Commission’s re-
port (both separately) on all railways other
than the Gerallton and Northern portion?
2, Tf the Rnilway Department have now a
ditferent basis of comparison from the Hume
and Woolnongh basis, what are the figures
of that bosis?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 and 2, It i8 not practicable to fix
an cquitable price of Collie ¢oal in relation
to Newcastle conl on the basis laid down by
the Iate ('hief Mechanical Engincer angd
Woolnough Royal Conunission  report, be-
cause that basis was fizxed at the time when
Newcastle coal was extensively usad, and
thus coniracts at satisfactory ratea could be
arranged.  Now, however, the present Com-
missioner in accordance with the poliey of
the Government, uses almost exelusively
Collie coal 30 long as it is obtainable, except
in eertain portions of the agrienltural area,
for a very short period of the year. The
quantitics used for twelve months ended
27th November Irst were—Neweastle, 9,068
tons, Collie, 284.733 tons. Any Newcastle
toal obtained under these conditions, being
in small quantities and at spas- odic pericda
of the vear, must be at a relatively higher
price. The department, therafore, has no oe-
casion to use a hasis of comparison. The
cquitable price of Collie eoal being a
national asset msed for a national purpose,
should be the cost of preduction, bas~d on
fair rates and conditions to those employed
in the industry, and a fair margin of profit
on the ecapital inveated therein, irresmectiva
of the price of Newcastle, Welsh, American,
or any other coal,
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BILL—INSPECTION OF MACHINERY.
Council’s Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted upon amendment No. 1 ard that
it proposed a new amendment as an alter-
native to No. + to which the Assembly had
digagreed, now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubhs in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill

No. 1. Clause 1,—Add the words ‘‘pro-
vided that such proclamation shall not issue
hefore the first day of July, 192277

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The short
title provides that the Bill shall come inte
operation on a {date to be fixed by proelama-
tion. The amendment by the Legislative
Council proposes that the date of such pro-
clamation shall not be before the 1lst July,
1922. T do not quite follow the purpose
of the Legislative Council.

Mr. Munsie: The amendment prevents
you from getting the inspeetors out and
collecting revenuc this year,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That may
be the intention. If so, it does not matter
much, because by the time the Aet is as-
sented to and the regulations and so on are
fixed, there will be little time to colleet re-
venue this year, 1In the circumstances, 1
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed, the Council’a
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 4—Add a paragraph to
stand as (7):—Of any machinery driven by
oil or petrol of which the power is less than
cight horse-power.  Alternative amendment
of the Council to its original amendment No.
4:—cf any machinery driven by an il or
petrol engine not exceeding six horse-power,
and which is nsed exelusively by an agricul-
turist, pastoralist, or pearler in pursnit of
his ealling 2s such:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ul-
ternative amendment now propesed by the
Couneil is mwh different from that sug-
gested at the outset by the Upper House, It
is only proposed to exempt a plant driven
by an eil or petrol engine not exceeding
gix horse power and used only by the owner,
not by labour engaged by the owner, in con-
nection with his calling only. As the amend-
ment is not serious emough to risk the loss
of the measure, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed, the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a Message scordingly returned to
the Council,
BILL-LAXD AGENTS.

Council’s Amendments,
Schednle of 15 amendnents made by the
Couneil, further considered from the &Gth
January.

{ASSEMBLY.)

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 4. Clause 5, Subelauwse (3).—Strike
out ‘‘as on the fifternth day of Januvary then
last passed.’’ (Partly considered):

The PREMIER: If the words are
omitted, the register can be printed when-
ever duvsire:d, The amendment is a good one:
the puoblic shonld know when any great
changes are made. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 3, Subelause (4).—Strike
cut “‘on the said fifteenth day of January.'’

No. 6. Clausc 5, Subclause (5).—Strike

out ““was not registered on the date afere-
LR

said,’’ and insert ‘'is not registered.’’
No. 7. Clause 6, Subclawse (2).—Strike
out ‘faubsections one and two of section

four,”” and insert ‘‘section four (except as

regards the payment of the license fee).’’

On motions by the Premier, the foregoing
amendments were agreed to.

No, 8. Clause 8.~After the word ‘‘land,”’
in line two, inrert ‘‘or in respect of rents
colteeted by him.”’

The PREMIER: This proposal goes a
little further than was contemplated origin-
ally, but I have no ohjection to it. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

The CHATRMAN: TIs it a valid amend-
ment in o Lands Ageats Bill?

The PREMIER: TYes.

Mr, Munsie: It relates to the applieation
of trust moneys.

Ovectipn put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 8, Subeclause (2).—8Strike
ent the subelavss, and insert *‘For every
breach of this section: Penalty, fifty
pounds,’?

The PREMIER: The clause already pro-
vides for a penalty not exceeding £50, and I
do uot think the Council’s amendment will
make any differen-e,

The Minister for Mines:
by the Interpretation Act,

The PREMIER: I move—
That the amendment he agreed to.
Question put aml passed; the Couneil's
amendment apgreed to.

No. 10. Clanse 9, Subelause (2).—S3trike
out this subclouse, and insert ‘‘Tor every
brearh  of  this  section:  Penalty, ten
pounds,*’

It is governed

On motion by the Premier the forepoina
amendment was agreed to.

No, 11, (lause 12.—S8trike out ‘‘on or
after the first day of January,”’ aml insert
““after the thirty-first day of March.”’
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The PREMIER: This amendment is
neeessary hecause the Bill was not passed
before the end of the year. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 12, Clanse 13.—S8trike out ‘‘on or
after the first day of January,”’ and insert
“‘after the thirty-first day of March.’’

No. 13. (lanse 13 in line four.—Strike
out ‘¢is linble to a fine not exeeeding fifty

the Couneil’s

pounds,’’ and insert ‘‘shall be guilty of an
offence, Penalty, fifty pounds.’’
No. 14, Second Schedule, in line four.—

Strike out ‘‘Five,”’ and insert ‘‘Two."’

No, 15. Third Schedule, in line three.—
Strike out the words ‘‘any part of.’’

On motions by the Premier, the foregoing
amendments were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message aceordingly returned to the
Couneil.

MOTION—I’UBLIC SERVICE HOUSING,

Debate resumed from the 16th November
on the following motion by Mr, MacCallum
Smith :—

That a seleet committee bhe appointed
to consider the housing of the Civil Ser-
vice Departments in one central building,

The PREMIER (How. Sir Jawmes Mitehell
—XNortham} [457]: We all know that it
wonld he desirable to have civil servants
housed in one convenient building, as it
would make for economy in the administra-
tion of the affairs of the country. There
are many Government departments seattered
over the e¢ity. We have the Works Depart-
ment quite near to Parliament Houwse and
away down =at the other end of Murray-
street we have the Colonial Secretary’s office.
Again, we have one or two offices in Welling-
ton-street. 1t would be very much more eco-
nomical to run our departments if they were
in one central place. This question has oc-
cupied the attention of every Govermment
during the last 15 years, but to carry out
thig scheme woulil mean a very considerable

sum of money. In the vears to come,
I have no doubt that the building
now oceupied in  Barrack-street  will
beeome  very  valunable, and  probably

we will be able to get enough rent from it,
if Parliument so desires, to pay for the erec-
tion of more suitable buildings, The Bar-
rack-strect DLlork is splendidly  constructed
and is centrally situated, and although it is
quite inconvenient for Government offices, it
nmight be very useful for other purposes. It
would bhe quite wroag to pull down such a
huilding, beeanse the land wonld not bhe suf-
ficient in area to house the Government de-
partments. I do net think members realise
how mweh land would be required to honse
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our Government departments and to provide
the storage and other things required. The
member for North Perth is anxious that we
should have an inquiry into the matter. It
is a simple thing for the House to determine
whether it is desirable that this accommoda-
tion should be provided, but it is important
also that we should remember the finanecial
position, and what money costs at the pres-
ent time. The hon. member might well be
satisfied if T tell him that during recess this
matter can be gone info by departmental
officers, and the House informed of the result
later. Nothing can he gained by doing more
than that now.

Hon. P. Collier: Has it not already been
gone into?

The PREMIER: Yes, from time to time,
but under totally different conditions.

Hon. T. Walker: Do you think we shall
he a State long enough te require up to date
public offices?

Mr. Lambert: Don’t say that.

The PREMIER: The hon, member has
asked a simple question, I assure him that
we will be a State Jong after we have passed
away and are forgotten. At least, I hope
so and it is what the hon. member hopes as
well,

Hon, T. Walker: T hope so too, but I
dreall the trend of things.

The PREMIER: Already the Government
have put up offices which meet with require-
ntents, and when the okl post office and the
adjacent buildings are handed back to the
State on the completion of the new post
office, we shall be fairly well provided with
buildings, although those buildings may not
he conveniently situated. The question to
he decided is whether it is advisable to have
this inquiry made exeept in the manner I
have indicated. T do not think it is. Tt wil)
be sufficient if we do as I asuggest, and if
the hon, member who moved the motion were
here, I would ask him to withdraw it. I do
not know that anything is to be gained by
discussing the matter at any length at this
stage. Any inquiry wonld have to be made
by expert men, but the question of site, of
course, would be determined by the House.
1 think, too, there should be some measure of
Aecentralisation.  Although we nre federated,
anid although the Fedceral people have taken
over some of the departments, we still have
a great deal to do, though there are not so
many departments as there were formerly.
1 cannot say when the old post offiee will be
vacated, but T hope it will be within the
next 12 months. The great question to be
considered is the difficulty of “supervision
when the departments ave so seattered, and
when the officers of the service are lonsed
in so many rooms, as i3 the case in the Lands
Departitent where there are 50 or 60 rooms.

Mr. Lambert: Rabbit warrvens.
) The PREMIER: In these condifions, it is
impossible for anyene at the head to watch
things closely. However, these are details
that can rereive attention at a later stage.
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AMr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.5]: I re-
pret that other members have not spoken on
this subject. Of course we know that the
state of the finances will not allow us fo
cibark upon any big building scheme. At
the same time economies coulil Le effected in
every department, frem the administrative
and working cests point of view, if the Gov-
croment  tornulated and carried out a
s-heme for centrally housing the Service. In
the Lamnds Departuent there are a lot of
smal rooms, whiie at the old barracks, where
the Minister for Works presides, the staff
work in rabbit warrens.  Kvery separate
nder-sfudy is in one of these warrens, and
he appears to require his own particular
typist.

The Minister for Mines: Would not you?

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not referring to my
own desires or inclinations in the least. 1
am dealing with a matter that should seri-
nusly exereise the mind of Parliament,
whether we are going to allow separate de-
partments to be dotted all over the eity with
a pooh bah here and a pooh bah there, with
his own sct of fypists and a separate sct of
departmental machinery. The I’remier would
be well advised, irrespective of the present
condition of the finances, to make £250,000
available for the purpose of commencing the
undertaking in this direction. The member
for Kanowna (Hon., T. Walker) apparently
thinks that the Federal Government are
going to absorb ns. Possibly, if we show we
are so lacking in our knowledge of the re-
quireraents of the administration of import-
ant departments, they may absorb us.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: I do not think that
will make any difference.

Mr. LAMBERT: The one thing to be
vonsidered is that we have land available at
the present time. Take the site of the pre-
sent Observatory.,  There is no doubt that
the Observatory is a funetion of the Federal
Government, and we shoull no longer ton-
tinue it ns o State department. Tor the
moment it certninly can be classed as a
Insury, and while it may be fitting for us te
have a nationat Ohservatory, it is not within
the seope of the State finances to permit us
to do so. The site on which the Observatory
is built is an admirable one on which to make
a commencement with a block of buildings.

Hon, T. Walker: It is teo high up, teo
Iig a elimb for the ordinary citizen.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The officers would
be on the verandahs all the time admiring
the view.

Mr. LAMBERT: Take the position of the
Federal Parlioment Horse in Melbourne,
That and the Governmeut offices are situ-
ated at the top of Collins-street. No busi-
ness man in the city could condnet his office
in the manner in which the civil serviee is
carriedl on, The existing state of affairs is
not fair to Ministers or te the State. I re-
gret that the Premier should have dealt with
the matter in such a light and airv fashion,
‘*The finanees will not stand it; let things
dritt, aml let eivil servants remain in the

{ASSEMBLY.]

rabbit warrens with their own separate typ-
ists.'”  That in effect is what the Premier
says, but it is not the way to tackle a ques-
tion of this description. I1f we had men like
the present Under Treasurer, and probably
oue or two others, to advise us, men whom
we could instruct to ascertain as far as
possible what economies would be effected
by a centrally sitvated block of buildings
in which to house the whole of the adminis-
trative staff, something tangible might re-
sult. The Premier could then approach Par-
lintmicut and ask for a first instaliment of a
quarter of a million.

Mr. Jlarrisen: Are many offiees Leing
rented at the present time?

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 am not concerned ahout
that.

The Minister for Works: We are not rent-
ing any offices,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: What about the
Wheat Seheme in the ADMLEP. buildinga?

Mr. LAMBERT: The point is not whether
we arc or we are not renting offices.

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is whether a
select committee ahall be appointed.

Mr. LAMBERT: The question i3 whether
we can save interest and sinking fund on the
money neeessary to be cxpended to give us
housing accommodation for the whole ser-
vice, [ hope congideration will be given to
the ¢question on the lines I have indicated.

Hon. W, . ANGWIX (North-East Fre-
mantle) [3.13): I am in accord with the
Premicr as regards our present public offices,
Whether it iz my misfortune or not I do not
know, but I am unable, as the last speaker
is able, to see that the Government ean put
their hands into any hole or corner and find
half-n-million of money there. This question
is one of finanee. DMoreover, cxeept as re-
gards one or two departments, the position
is not so bad as it has been painted. The
Labour Government prepared plans for, and
actually started out to do, what is now pro-
posed:; but Darliament objected and the
work had to be stopped. We could bring all
our permanent idepartments under one roof,
uniting them with the Auditor General’s De-
partment and with our banking institutions.
Then practically all the work of the PPublie
Serviee could Ye done in one set of offices.

The Minister for Works: That was pro-
poseil 25 years ago,

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: When T was Min-
ister for Works I had the nccessary plans
prerared, and cleared up the offices in Bar-
rack-stroet, and actually started to dlig a
cellar at the rear with a view to the estab-
lishment of a strong room. However, oppo-
gition was raised, and the Government of the
day could not seeure the necessary funds,
§till, the public offices are not so bad as the
member for Coolgardie (Mr., Lambert) says
they are. Every little office has not a typist
of its own. In the Public Works Depart-
ment, for instance, all the typists are to-
gether in one room, and if an officer wants
to send a letter he obtaing a typist from that
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roont.  The State Sawmills have an arrange-
ment of their own, and similarly in the ease
of cther hranches. Until we get holid of the
present General Post Office site for the erec-
tion of new offices, it would he a hare-
braineill policy to embark on such a projeet.
A new boilding would have to be erected;
the old offices probably wonld wnot stand
nuch alteration. However, the General Post
Office building misht perhaps be counverted
into large rooms. If we had the money avail-
able, T would say to start on the project
vight away; but we have to exercise
care with regard to our finances. At the
time the Labour CGovernment embarked on
their projeet, money was obtainable at four
per ¢ent.; and even then the matter was con-
sidered too expensive. At that time only
the Agricultural Bank was oceupying rented
otfices. The Minister for Works has reviewed
the projeet; and, T sappose, as soon as an-
other Ministry gets into power there will be
ancther proposal for the crection of palatinl
offices. We grnuble about the bhuildings in
whirh the public servants are housed in
Perth; but throughout the eountry public
servaants are to be found in iron shanties,
and there is no eomplaint. The only real
objection to the public oftives in Perth is that
the rooms arc too small. Our prineipal con-
sideration to-day is whether there is not ad.
ditional ecost involved through having the
pablie offices split vp inte too many rooms.
We should as soon as possible house in the
Geveral Tost Office building as many of our
departments as we ean.

The Minister for Works: I think there is
raom for the whole lot of themn there.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: The Public Health
Department have splendid offices in Murray-
strect now, and there is no eecasion whatever
to shift that department. Throughout the
country there is a stroug feeling in favour
of subdividing this State into small areas
for publie scrviee purposes.  TPersonally T
am opposed to the division of the State into
more parts than two.

Mr, SPEAKER: That matter
vemes within the seope of the motion.

Mr. Harrison: A good deal of money has
heen spent rvecently in placing our publie
offices in a state of repair,

Hom. W. C. ANGWIN: Az matters stand
to-day, we should do wrong if we embarked
npor the erection of palatial public offices.
The Premier has got holl of the old ery
about deeentralisation. Buot, in the matter
of public offices, there st be eentralisation.
Pecentralisation is a principle whieh, unfor-
tunately, finds no application among British
eomnninities.  Every  British  eommunity,
throughout the world, has centralisation;
and no remedy has yet been found for sueh
centralisation,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Centralisation means too
nieh wealth and power in the capitals.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIXN: Ever a man who
has lived all his life in the country is glad
to come and reside in the capital eventually.
1 trust the motion will be defeated. To ap-

hnrdly
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point a seleet committee at this stage of the
session would be ridiculous.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex} [5.26]: Neo
donbt a very considerable saving would result
from consolidating our State offices and
building them on an up-tg-date system, much
as the Minister for Works has dene in con-
neetion with the Education and Mines De-
partments.  Tmportant improvements could
be effected in the Genernl Post Offiee build-
ing now oecupied hy the Commonwealth; and
it is by oo meaus improbable that, when the
building is vacated by the Cormonwealth,
we coulil provide in it adequate accommoda-
tion for all our public departments. Presum-
ably the Federal Government will leave that
building for the new General Post Office at
an early date, and I think the State Govern-
ment should see thai provision is made for
the retention of a post ollice in St. George’s
terrnee—a matter of importance for the bus-
iness community of Perth. T hope the Min-
ister for Works will inquire what ean be done
with the present General Post Offiee bailding.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister for Works
will not have an opportunity of replying,
The hon. member must confine himself to the
question of the appointment of a select com-
inittee.

Hon, P, Collier: It we appointed a select
comwittee now, they could deal with the mat-
ter to-molrow.

Mr., PICKERTNG: T do not think so,

Hou. P. Collier: AN the information is
arvailable,

Mr., PICKERING: I regret that diseus-
sion of the motion has been so long delayed,
Had the guestion been dealt with during an
carly stage of the session, good work might
have been accomplished. The point I spee-
ially wish to wake ia the absolute neeessity
for seeing that adequate postal facilities are
provided in St. George’s terrace when the
Genernl Post Offiee is removed from its pre-
sent site.

My, 8BAMPSON (Swan) [3.29]: The mo-
tion appears to have been somewhat lost sight
of during the course of this debate. The
suggestion is not that the work in question
should be taken in hand immediately, but
werely that a select committee should ascer-
tain whether it is advisable and practicable
and economical to proceed with the plan
which the mover advocates. We kpow that
at present the State public offices are littered
all over the City. Indeed, it requires a good
knowledge of the topography of Perth, and
an alert attention, to keep in touch with the
ever-changing loecations of the various “Gov-
ernment offices,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
thing we are short of,

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; and T suppose there
always will be throughout the world a short-
ape of money. It is not suggested that this
work should be carried out now, but a com-
mittee could at least lay down a method by
which the Government offices could be housed.
[ am not going to say that the American

There is ouly one
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system of one large room with glass parti-
tions is the best. The most able men require
certain privacy in which to earry out their
work.

Mr. SPEAKLER: That is a matter for the
committee to ga into. The question now is
whether 2 cowrmittee be appointed.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I hope the motion will
be agreed to. The committee could be con-
ducted witheut expense.

The Minister for Mines: Do you know it
is costing 14s. a page for what you are say-
ing now!

Mr, SAMPSOXN: I hope the motion will
be apreed to,

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.
The PREMIER: T move—

That Orders of the Day Nos. 3, 6, and 7,
Commonwealth Powers (Air Navigation)
Bill, Permanent Reserve Bill {No., 3) and

the Dredging License Bill, be discharged
from the Notiee Paper.

Mr. LAMBERT: I should like to know
whether the Dredging License Bill is being
discharged at the request of those people
seeking the license.

The PREMIER: No, it is only becanse
I do not propose to go any further with it
this scssion.

Motion put and passed.

BILL—RAILWAY SIDING
FREMANTLE).

Returned from the Counecil without amend-
nment.

(NORTH

MOTION—RAILWAYS, LEASE OF
SECTION.

Responsibility of (ommissioner.
Hon. I, COLLIER (Boulder) (5.36]: I
move—

That this House is of opinion that the
Comnnissioner of Railways, by his action
in agreeing to lease a portion of the Gov-
ernment railways to the Kurrawang Fire-
wood Company for a rental inadeguate for
the service to be rendered, has proved
himself incompetent in his office and should
he removed forthwith,

The leasing of the scetien of the Government
railways between Coolgardie and EKurrawang
was very fully discnssed on the consideration
of the Railway Estimates. At that time the
file relating to the proposal was not on the
Table, aml rconsequently its conlents were
not known to wmembera. Since that disens-
sion the Premier has tabled the file, and upon
examination of the file it appeared to me the
Commwiscinner of Roilways had acted in such
a  earcless,  casunl  manner that it was
necessary ror us to take some notiee of it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In submitting the motion, I am not actnatel
by any personal feelings against the Com-
missioner. I have known that gentleman for
many years, sinee the time when I happened
to be at the Railway Department, and I am
simply moving the motion because 1 consider
the Commissioner, by the manner in which
he handled this question, and having regard
for the responsible office he holds, was negli-
gent of the public interest. So far as is lis-
closed by the file, the matter arose on the
14th Oectober, 1921, in 2 minute from the
Commissioner te the Chief Engineer of Wuy
and Works as follows:—

Mr. W. N, Hedges came to see me this
morping, His company proposes to run
ont a timber line south-west from Cool-
© gardie somewhat parallel to the Coolgar-
die-Widgemooltha line but to westward
thereof. He wants to run his firewood
from Coolgardie to Kurrawang and thence
to Xamballie with his own engine. To
enable him to do this he wants to know
whether this department ean arrange to
lease him the running rights over the south-
ern of the two tracks which will he part
of the line which witl be disused and
available for removal as already arranged.
Mr. Hedges was not very clear as to the
detnils of the srheme, nor, of course, could
[ give him any direct answer, but I said
I would arrange for the district engineer,
Kaigoorlie, to see Mr. Cleland or Mr. Les-
lie and go into the matter with them and
sea what the department could do, if any-
thing, to facilitate the company’s supply
of firewood to the mines, A feature of the
gituation is that the continvance of mining
operations depends to some extent wupon
the price of fuel, and for this reason it s
incumbent upon the department to do any-
thing within its power te keep that price
as low as possible. T should be glad it you
woulidl instruet the district engineer, Kal-
goorlic, to get in touch with either ot the
gentlemen named and to report on the
prepesition.  Mr. Hedges is notifying them
of our arrangement. The matter wonkd
bo dealt with under Seetion 54 of the Gov-
croment Railways Aet.

That is how the matter opened. There is
something peeuliar about the minute.  PFirst
of all the Commissioner says Mr. Hedges
waited upon him and made a request to lease
the railway from Coolgardie te Kurrawang,
hut was not very clear as to details, .Any-
body who knows Mr, Hedges will be much
surprised to learn of that gentleman going te
the Commissioner with a definite proposition
and yet not being clear as to details. Acto-
ally there weve no details to diseuss. It
was o question of leasing or refusinge to
lease a seetion of the fine.  There could be
no details except, perhaps, the question of
the reut, or nf the charsme to he made for
the lease. Yet we are told JMr. Hedges was
not very elear as to details. Another point:
The (‘ommissioner’s minute is addressed to
the Chief Engineer of Way and Works, and
it asks that officer to instruet the distriet on-
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gineer to report. The only thing the engineers
could réport upen would be the engineering
aspeet of the case. It seems extraordinary
that the district engineer should be asked to
report upon such a matter, because even a
layman knows that if the Commissioner de-
cided that it would be a good thing to lease
the section of the line, there would be no
engineering question about it.

The Minister for Works: The engineer
would have to give his opinion as to the cost
of maintenance.

Hon, P. COLLIER: There are no Instrue-
tions as to what he is to report upon.

The Minister for Worka: He wounld under-
stand.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Yes, of course, buot
how would he understand? He had no know-
ledge of the conversation between Mr,
Hedges and the Commissioner, no knowledge
of what was in the mind of the Commis-
sioner when he asked for a report. In the
absence of definite instruetions, the engineer
would report exclusively on enginecring mat-
tors.

Mr, Mann: Is it not congidered dangerous
on account of falling logs to have a2 wood
line adjacent to passenger traffie?

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is n possibility
of accidents, bot 1 have never heard of any.
The next page is really a precis from the
TFovestry Department’s file, as follows—

Mr. Hedges writes Hon. Mr. Secaddan
reterring to conversation re wood line from
Coolgardie into bush to south and south-
west. No formal application could be
made for permit until arrangements made
re carriage of wood between Coolgardie
and Kurrawang., An agreement could be
arrived at which would benefit both Cool-
pardic and Kurrawang., A large number
of the company’s men are ecomfortably
loeated there with good gardens and water
1aid on to their homes. Company’s work-
shops eould be used as at present. The
new line would give Coolgardie a much
necded lift towards prosperity.

21/9/21.—Mr, Hedges forwards a litho.
to the Conscrvator of PForests showing the
geveral direction of a  proposed timber
tramway gsouth-west of Coolgardie, and
makes application for a transfer of per-
mits to the south and south-west Cool-
gardic where firewood is available,

39/9/21 —Hen, Mr. Scaddan asks Con-
servator of TForests if permit ean be
granted to cut in the area suggested as it
is useless to diseuss the leasing of one of
the Government lines between Coolgariie
and Wurrawang until it is decided to grant
the bush in which to cut firewood.

3/10/21 —Conservator of TForests ad-
vises Hon, Mr. Scaddan that there iz no
ohjection from a forestry or legal stand-
point to the granting of a permit to the
company to operate over the ecountry ap-
plied for. Mr. Hedges has already made
a teutative application for the tramway
permit which he proposes to confirm when

he has negotiated the leasing of the second
line of the Government railways hetween
Coolgardie ard Kurrawang.

On the 17th November, 1921, the Minister
for Railways minuted to the Commissioner
and said—

In connection with the application I
understand that Mr. Hedges is making on
behalf of W.A. Goldfields Firewood
Supply, in which T understand your de-
partment is interested, I submit these
papers for your consideration. The Chief
Engincer for Way and Works on 20th
October, 1921, forwarded 2 copy of a re.
port from the distriet engineer, and writes
to the Commissioner aa follows:—

Yours of 14th ingt.—I forward here-
with eopy of report from the distriet en-
gineer at Kalgoorlie on above proposal,
Should this be agreed to the proposed al-
terations at Coolgardic and Kurrawang
stations will require to be amended. Tt
will also be necessary for us to maintain
the *‘up’’ road, for which I presume Mr.
Hedges would pay.

He presumed wrongly.

In any agreement arrived at provision
should be made for the loss on the value of
the rails, fastenings, and sleepers that
would otherwise be removed for use
elgewhere,  This would approximate as
follows: Coolgardie to Kurrawang, about
13 miles, 15 miles rails and fastenings,
at  market price, £27,420, sleepers
15 miles at 2112 p.m.—31,680 at 5s., £7,820,
total £33,340,
The distriet engineer deals purely with en-
gineering questions which wounld be involved
in making the mnecessary alterations at the
Coolgardie and at the Kurrawang junction.
On page 2 of this report the Commissioner
makes a2 memerandum. He works out the ton-
nage in which he shows that for 1918-19 the
tounage ecarried, that is fircwood ex Kurra-
wang, was 177,581 tons, for 1919-20 119,566
tons, and 1920-21 145,614. He works out the
average at 147,587 tons per annwm, At this
carly stage in the proceedings the Commis-
siner, after working ount the average, as-
sumes an average of 100,000 tons per annum
over the Coolgardie-Kurrawang section, I
eannot read Mr, Pope’s handwriting, but it
appears that he points out that they will get
a certain return for nothing at all. e has
shown by his own fizures that the averaze for
the three years was 147,000 tons, but he as-
sumes, for the purpose of ecaleulating the
charge, a tonnage of 100,000 tons,
The Minister for Works: e would still
have to get some firewood from the old line.
Hon. P. COLLTER: How did the Com-
missionet know anvthing ahout that? The
intention of the company may have heen to
get nothing from the old line but to draw the
whole of the supplies from the new area.
The Minister for Mines: They could aot
do that all at once.
Hon. P. COLLTER: Pulling up the length
of ling and putting it down elsewlere a dis-
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tance of 23 miles would not take long at the
rate of haif o mile a day, and a distance of
25 miles would take them to the new forest.

The Minister for Jines: They wonld have
to get spur lines.

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNot at tle begin-
ning. If they pgot into the new bush they
covld opcrate the new line without having
many spurs.

The Minister for Works: They would
have 2,500 tons of rails to pull up as well as
all the sleepers,

Hon., P. COLLIER: The Miuister is not
the only one who kmows all about railways
or railway construction. On the 21st of Oc-
tober 1921 the Coammissioner writes the fol-
lowing memeorandum—

1. The connection at Coolgardie ean be
made—certain works are meccessary for
which the company should pay. 2. The
lease would be for rumming rights over
about 15 miles 30 ehaing of track. The
lease must give the company exclusive
rights, 3. The prescnt value of the rails,
fastenings and sleepers, material only—
would be about £36,000. At £1500 per
mile the track wonld ecost £22500. The
present market price of 43lb. rails and fas-
tenings ia £1,400 per wmile at port. Of
conrse, the company might he going to
simply transfer track of their own from
their bush linegs which they could do prob-
ably for say £750 per mile—say £12,000
for the 15 miles. Fifteen por cent. on
£12,000 cquals £1,800 per annom and com-
pany still owns the track. 4. The depart-
ment is getting nothing out of this section
of track at present, and not likely to. 5.
I think we should ask a lamp sum by way
of rent to include maintenanee and work-
ing costs at Coolgardie, to start the pro-
position we might ask 10 per eent. on
£36,000, equal to £3,600 per annum, equal
to 6 per eent. interest, 4 per cent. (deprecia-
tion .and throw in cost of maintenance,
Whatever is asked, the company is certain
to demmur at it and seek reduction, TIf ul-
timately we can get £2,000 per annum from
the section, J think (in view of paragraph
4), we shall be doing very well.

Is that a worthy minute for a man holding
a responsible porition as the Commissioner
of Railways to write? He begins by saying
he would start the proposition by asking
£3,600 2 year, before he could have any know-
ledge, according to the file, as to what the
company would be willing to pay. Further,
he had already decided to accept £2,000. He
came {down morc than 75 per cent. Js that
the proper method of doing business to start
off in a huxtering style and ask £3,600 and
at the same time say one is willing to accept
£2,000?7 The Commissioner could have no
knowleidlge whatever as to what attitude the
company wonld adopt towards the fermer
propagition. 1t seems to me a pettifogging
and huoxtering way of doing busincss on the
part of the Conunisgioner. On the 22nd Oc-
tober, following the minute T have just read,

[ASSEMBLY.|

the Commissioner writes as follows to Mr.
Hedges:—

1. With reference to your call at this
office on the 14th instant relative to your
proposal to rur a timber line south-west
from Coolgardie, T have to inform you that
a connection could be given to the Govern-
ment system off what is known as the chaff
siding at (‘oolgardie. This wonld entail
cortain work within the railway reserve at
Coolyardie aml Kurrawang, which could b
carried out by the department, but at your
expense, The work outside the railway
boundary woulld he a matter for vou to ar-
range yourself, 2. In regard to the run-
ning vights over the southern line hetween
Coolgardie and Kurrawang, a distance of
15 miles 30 chains, a lease of this line,
giving your company the exclusive rights,
conld DLe pranted at a rental of £3,600 per
annum, which would include maintenance
of the line and working costs at Coolgar-
die. The term of the lease would be threc
years, as this is the maximum time allowed
undet the Government Railways Act for
a lease of this nature. 3. If you will be
good enough to let me know that these
terms are aceeptable, instructions will be
given for estimates to be prepared in eon-
nection with the work required within the
railway boundaries at Coolgardie and Kur-
rawang.

There is a minute from the Commissioner to
bis engineer on the 14th October. The matter
is then dealt with by the different officers.
On the 22nd Oectober, eight days after, the
Commissioner writes to Mr. Hedges making
certain proposals and setting out what he is
prepared to lease the line for. Up to this
stage, for 18 days, there is no application in
writing on the file for the lease of the lime.
Is that the way the Commissiencr does busi-
ness! e reecives a man in his office and
starts making a verbal proposal to lease the
line, e then commences a correspondence
asking for rcjorts from the engineers eon-
cerned. Ile sets out the terms and condi-
tions of the lease, but up to this time there
is no written application on the file for a
lease of the line, The first communication
we have from Mr, Hedges on the subject ix
dated the 25th October, and that is in reply
to the Cormmissioner’s letter.

The Minister for Works:
in his office.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is that the way one
does buginess?  Wonld ‘not the Commis-
sioner be expected to tell him to put hix
proposal in writing, when the whole matter
would be gone into? The Commissioner him-
self snys that Mr. Hedges was not clear as
to the details, The Commissiorer coultd not
well know what Mr. Hedges’ desires were.
He carrics on the correspondence to the point
of making an offer to Mr. Hedpes at a cer-
tain rate, althongh there was not a scrap of
pa~er on the file showing an application for
the lease, There is not even a letter from
Mr. Hedges saying he wants the lease. The

He discussed it
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only letters from him on the file are by way
of replies from the Commissioner., He should
have been asked to put his proposals in
writing, stating what he reguired and told
that the matter would then be proceeded
with.

Mr. Underwood: He might put up your
proposals.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The man who is mak-
ing the proposal should put it in writing.
Up to this stage the Commissioner shows a
lamentable lack of businesa method in deal-
ing with grestions. If he does business in
this way I am not surprised that we have
o loss,

The Minister for Works: Is there any-
thing about £1,500 a year for maintenanee?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Commissioner
put up a definite ] roposal showing he was
willing to lease the section for £3,600 a year,
but at that time there was no application in
writing on the file from Mr. Hedges. Mr.
Hedges wrote to. the Commissioner on the
26th October as follows:—

I am in reecipt of yours of the 22nd
ingtant re connection with Government sys-
tem at Coolgardie, and have to thank you
for your prompt reply to my inguiry. Re
No. 1, T am under the impression that
when the details of the actual work to be
done arc gone inte, it will be found that
the work vrequired to be done by
the department will be wvery little,
and could be very easily defined
with your engineer on the spot.
Regarding No. 2, in regard to running
vights over the line between Kurrawang
and Coolgardie, there iz only one thing
gtanding in the way, and that is the rental
proposal, £3.600 per annum. The require
ients of mines are now declining as the
output decreases, while our overhead
charges have increased in every way, al-
though ecconomy has been ] ractised to the
utimost, so far as efficiency will allow.
Valuing the 15 miles at, say, £1,000 per
mile as it lays ready to be pulled up——

He does not place any extravagant value oa
the railway—

I would be prenared to pay 10 per cent, on

that amount (£1,500) per annum, payments

monthly, and to waintain the line in gool
running order (ordinary wear and tear ex-
cepted). The gain to the depariment will
be considerable as conn as work starts, as
new life will be put into Ceolgardie, bus-
iness generally mnst incrcase without the
slightest expense to the Government, and
your department would be receiving inter-
est. on what is now a noa-paying length of
railway. The mines will have an assurerd
gupply of tirber for many years to com?
at a reaspuable rote, which will allow fur-
ther developmental work to be proceede:d
with, whieh will also be in the interests of
the State generally.

The letter is signed by W, X. Hedzes and is

dated the 25th QOctoher, 1921,

Mr. Teesdale: He knew ahout the details
then.

Hon, I". COLLTER: That is quite eorrect.
Mr. Helges knew the details, for he said the
whole offer was satisfactory, except as re-
gards price. The offer he nade in this letter
was actually better than that which the Com-
missioner ultimately aceepted. He offered to
pay a rental of £1,500 per year and to main-
tain the line, The Commissioner declined
that offer and, on the following day, the
26th October, he wrote to Mr, Hedges as fol-
lows:—

In reply to your letter of the 23th inst.,
relative to your proposed timber line from
Coolgardie, T have to inform you that I
regret 1 cannot recommend a rental of
£1,500 a year for the running rights be-
tween Coolgardie and Kurrawang as this
is not sufficient ¢omypensation for the physi-
cal value of the property proposed to be
leased. The voluation of £1,000 per mile
is altogether too low, as at market rates,
the valne of the rails and fastenings would
bz £27,420, and of thz sleepers, £7,920,
making a totanl exceeding £35,000, and
it was at 10 per cent. on  that
amount, on which wmy offer of £3,600
per annum  was based. [ am quite
prepared  to admit that material of
this value may mnot be reguired for
your purposes, hut T eannot think that in
any case, yon conld put down a track suffie-
ient to bridge the gap between Coolgardic
and Kurraweng at any sum which would
represent a rental charge of  less  than
£2,000, and in order to come to an uhsolute
hedroek, with a vicw to facilitating your
business, and taking into consideration the
farcts yon mention as te the revival of Cosl-
gardie, and the assurance of a timber sup-
ply to the mines, I wounld be prepared to
deal with yon on a basis of £2,000 per an-
num, your company to carry out the main-
tenancee of the traclk within the railway
boundaries to the satisfaction of the Chief
Engincer for Ways and Works.

e spoke about £2000 as ront and the com-
jany were to carry out the maintenance of
the line, The Cominissioner must be an un.
sophisticated individval! Faney paying any
attention to the staterents about the revival
of Caolgandie! There would be two trains
cevery day, coming from 25 miles out in the
brah and simply running through Coolgardie
on the way to Kalgoorlie. Yet the Commis-
sioner was impressed by the suggestion that
the running of the trains through Coolgardic
might lead to a great revival at that centre!
1t would not rveswlt in another bob being
spent in Coolgardie. Tt might lead to some
revival in Coolgardie if the woodeutters were
permitted to draw their stores from the bus-
intss people in that township. We kpow,
however, that they are not allowed to do so
but thot they have to get their stores from
th- company. The Commissioner mest have
keen very unsophisticated if he could swal-
tow the varn ahout the wenderful revival
ahead of Coolgardic because two traing were
to run throngh the town.
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Mr. Davies: They might stop on the re-
turn journey.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, for a drink,

AMr. O'Loghlen: No, the company have a
gallon license and supply the men.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Yes, they do that too.

The Minister for Mines: You know that
the men woull not work unless they were
provided with those comveniences.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T am not complaining
ubout that; but T am wondering where the
wonderful revival in conoection with Cool-
gardie is to coma in,

The Minister for Mines: Unfortunately there
would be a revival at Coolgardie if only ten
more goats were taken there,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Mr. Hedges offered to
take the line over at a rental of £2,000 per year,
the company to maintain the line. DMe. Hedges
knew all about the details, because in reply on
the 26th October he wrote as follows :—

1 am in receipt of your letter of even date——
He did not lose any time in replying to the Com-
missioner’s letter—

and note that you consider my previous offer
of £1,500 per annum too low, and that you
are prepared to deal on a basis of £2,000 per
annum, my company to carry out maintenance,
I wounld be glad if you would reconsider the
maintenance item, as your men bave to work
along your track and could quite easily attend
to the little majatenance required by our
limited running. T would he prepared to
pay the £2.000 per annum, if you will take on
+he maintenance.

Mr. Teesdale: The men, so to speak, could
put in their spare time at it,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Evidently that para-
graph impresaed the Commissioner of Railways,

The Minister for Mines: It must be remem-
bered that that particular line is maintained
in a condition to run an express tmin over it,
and no wood line is maintained in anythinglike
such a condition.

Hon. P. COLLIER : That may be so, but the
wood lines require constant attention.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER : The Minister surely will
not say that he could leave eny section of
the line for weeks or months without sttention !

The Minister for Mines: Thev could he left
with a very limited amount of attention.

Mr. Davies: They would only get very
limited attention for an expenditure of £300
per annum.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Thc cost of keeping two
men to lock after the repair work would run
into £300 per annum, and surely no one could
argue that any lA-mile section of our railwaya
could he kept In much repair through the efforts
of two meintenanee men.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What wonld happen if a
thunderstorm wos experienced and some culverts
were washed away ?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Mr. Hedges said he
would pay £2,000 per year as rental, the Com-
missioner ta do the meintenance work. On the
next dayr, the 27th October, the Commissioner
wrote—

. . .. After further consideration, I agree
to a rental of £2,000 per annum for the running
rights over the sonthern line nf railway he-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tween Coolgardie and Kurrawang, the main”

tenance of same to be undertaken by and ab

the expense of this department. .

That was the final decision of the Commissioner.
“,”111‘3 apparently maintaining the pretence in
his correspondence that he was endeavouring
to get the larger amount for rental, in view of
the minute appearing earlier in the file in which
he had decided to accept £2,000, the position
must be clear to evervone that hiy attitude was
that of mere pretence,

Mr. O'Loghblen: Do you think Hedges was
acquainted with the contents of the first minute ?

Hon. P. COLLIER : It is quite possihle. We
know how information leaks out and if the Com-
missioner had made up his mind to accept £2,000,
he was very injudicious in placing that fact
on record, At the very commencement of the
negotiations. however, that appears on the
file. Eventually Mr. Hedges got his whole way
in the matter and the Commissioner yielded right
along the line, T consider that the rental agreed
upon by the Commissioner was outrageous.
He talks pifling nonsense an the file about the
facilities offering for cheap wood supplies to
Yeep the mines going. The Commissioner did not
know that that was the position. There iz no
information an the file to show whether the
company was in the position to pay £2,000 or
£10,000. Thete is no information disclosed
excent, so far as Mr .Hedges may have conveyed
certain information to the Commissioner when
that memorahle interview took place between
them. We do know, however, that hy this
concession the company are relieved of the haul-
age of wood over 46 miles, They were hauling
wood for a distance of 86 miles on the old wood
line, and by transferring 25 miles South to Cool-
gardie, and travelling over the 15 miles of the sec-
tion under digcussion, the company could proceed
over a distance of 40 miles, as against the 86
miles, representing a total haulage of 4G miles
saved to the company. Assuming that it costs
the company 1d. per ton per mile—we do not
know what it would cost, beeause there is no
information on that point disclosed on the file

The Minister for Mines: Tt could not possibly
cost the companv that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know about
that,

The Minister for Mines: In the first place,
the company’s capital cost is nothing in com-
parison with that horne by the Government,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that the depart-
ment charge 2d. per ton per mile, hut it was
suggested the other day that the department
made no profit out of the haulage of firewood
nt that rate. Surely it does not cost the depart-
ment more than double that which it would cost
the eompany. They have to pay the same
wages end less running costs. There are good
reasond why it costa the department more than
the ecompany to run their milways, hut allowing
for all that, it is surely a fair thing to assume
that it would cost the company 1d. per ton per
mile. The file shows that the ofticers had no
information ar to what the cost would he to the
company, but assuming that it cost ](].' pPer ton
per mile, the company would be relieved of
un annual charge in respert of the haulage aver
the extrn 46 miles of £28,000 in vound fignves.
The adventage, if the eampany were to he
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charged the usual heulage rate—this is where
the Commissioner failed in that he did not put
up the proposal to the company that they should
haul the firewgod aver the Government railways
in the ordinary way and pay the usual rates—
would have been clear. If the company could
have subsequently shown that they were not
able to supply firewood to the mines at the con-
tract price by the adoption of such a proposal,
the matter could have been reviewed, but it
wag for the company to demonstrate first that
they could not afford to pay those rates. The
Commissioner swallowed the proposal straight
away. Mr. Hedges, apparently, told him & lot
of balderdash about what the company could
or could not pay and the Commissioner seems to
have swallowed it all. The Commissioner bas
& responsibility to see that the public interests
are protected and it should have been for him
to put up a proposal that the company should
pay the usual haulage rate on the wood taken over
the Government line, If the company showed
that those rates could not be paid, then the
Commissioner and the Government might have
been justified in making a concession to the
company enabling the supply of firewood to the
mines to be kept up. The company should have
paid the ordinary rate of 2s. 8d. per ton, less
&d. because the company used their own trucks,
meaking a net charge of 25, 3d. per ton. If
they had paid those rates, they would still
have saved the extra haulage over 46 miles of
line in the bush. The fact that they would have
been relieved of haulage over that distance
would have more than compensated the com-
pany for the amount paidon such a basis.
The Commissioner, however, took no steps to
inform himself on that point. I have worked
out the figures on the basis of 147,000 tons of
ficewood houled per year, and on that bagis
the saving to the company would be something
in the vicinity of £10,000 annually. Where a
company obtain a concession of that nature,
we find that the Commissioner does not ask
for such a charge as will cover the cost of interest
and depreciation,

Sitting suspended from 615 to .00 poa

Hon., P. COLLIER: I desire to show wha 1
this concession means to the woodline company.
Had the Commissioner taken the course which
I contend he should have taken in the circum-
stances, even if other concessions were made
later on, he should have submitted to the com-
pany that he would haul the wood over the 15
miles of Government line at the ordinery rates.
Had that heen done and assuming that the
tonnage annugally were equal to the average of
the Iast three years, namely, 147,000 tons,
and allowing the rate of 2s. 8d. a ton less 5d.,
Lecause of the wood heing hauled in the com-
pany's own trucks, this would have meant 25, 3d,,
or a total to the vompany of £16,300 o year,
Instead of doing that the company will pay
£2,000 a year rental, plus of course the cost of
hauling to the company. I we assume thet the
cost is 1d, per ton per mile over the 15 miles,
that would he £9,000, so that the company
would make a saving of the difference between
£9.000 and £16,500, It has been said that the
cost of 1d. per ton to the company is excessive,
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If we asgsume that the cost to the company
be only }d. a ton, then it means that the con-
cesaion is all the more valuahle to the company.
If now in addition to the £2,000 a vear rental
which the company will pay their hauling
cost is 4d. per ton per mile over the 15 miles,
it would amount to £4,500 plus the £2,000, a
total of £6,500. Therefore, the ¢oncession that
the company have obtained meana the difference
between the £6,500 and £16,500 ; in other words
a concession of £10,000 per anaum, It may
be said that the company could not nfford to
pay the usual retes end that the price of wood
to the mines would be increaged. It was the
bounden duty of the Commissioner to satisfy
himeelf on these points first of all. Charged a3
he is with the control of the railways, and with
the responasibility of doing his hest in the interesta
of the reilways, it was his duty, before making
this extraordinary concession, to eatisfy him-
self ag to whether the company could pay the
ordinary rates. On the figures, T say that the
company could pay the ordinary rates and still
not be at any greater expenditure than in the
past. This would be so, because the company
would save a haulage of 46 miles on every ton
of wood. Assuming that the cost was 1d, per
ton per mile this would mean an annnal saving
of £28,000, or at Ld. per ton per mile, a saving of
£14,000. Whichever way one examines the
figures, he finds that the company by this con-
cesaion will make a profit as against their opera-
tions of the past year of anything frora £8,000
to €10,000, Having vegard to the fnancial
position of the railway system, is any Govern-
ment officer justified in granting such » con-
cession involving to the department a loss which
at the aame time means a profit nf £€8,000 to
£10,000 to the company? It is idle for the
Commisgioner to ¢talk about agsisting the in-
dustry and to talk ahout the price of firawnod to
the mincs and all the rest of it. Quite & lot of
guibbling explanations have heen put up, hut
the hard cold fact remains, that the Commissioner
has made a deal which involves the State in a
loss of anything up to £1,500 a year and means a
net gain to the company, over and above their
operations of last year, of £8,000 to £10,000.
On the figures, this is demonastrated quite clearly.
There is & précis an the file, which amounts to
a defence, put forward hy the Commissioner.
He said:—

The proposel was a good one from the eail-
way point of view, lecause it would give
revenue from this section which was eatning
abgolutely nothing and had no prospect of
producing revenue.

He thougbt it hetter to get £2,000 from this
gection, even if it did nnt cover all costs, then
to be earning nothing at all. That is a very
plausible explanation, but there wns no need to
allow the roilway to remapin idle and earmn
nothing. It was contemplated by the Govern-
ment that the line should be pulled up and
utilised elsewhere, where it would be earning some-
thing. If there was no alternative to allowing
the mils to remain there idle, there might have
been something in this contention, but there were
several different parts of the State waiting
for rails for linea which it is contended would be
payable, so that the road could have been lifted
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and made profitable elsewhere,
graph states:—
If the department declined. it would be
open for the companv to transfer 13 miles of
its own track to connect Kurrawang iwith
Coolgardic, the expense of which transfer
would have to he home hy the mines, through
costs for firewood. Tt is the policy of the
department to pive any legitimate nssistance
to the mining industry, such as facility for
economical firewond supply, as the Railway
Department geta indirect roturms from other
mining tra®e and tmafie of those engaged in
the industry,
The Commissioner does not understand the
sitvation. It would not have heen onen to the
company to make a connection without the
consent of the CGovernment, If the Govern-
ment decided that the company should pay
the ordinary rates over this 15-mile section,
naturally they would decline any request by the
company for permis«ion fo construct a line from
Kurrnwang to Coolgardie, so that argument
falls to the ground. With regard to the Com-
missioner's etatement that the expense of the
tranafer would have to be borne by the mines,
how does the Commissioner know this ¥ Toes he
know anvthing about the terms and conditions
under which the company supply firewood *
Thetre is nothing in the file to show that he does.
There is nothing in the file to show that the
mines would have to hear the increased cost hy
saving a haulage of 46 miles, o saving representing
practically £28,000 a year. The companv
would have been in & position to incur increased
expenditure without heing under the nccessity
of passing it on to the mines, The Commissioner.
for the purpose of his own argument, assumes
without any evidence at all that the wood ecom-
pany were working at ahsolute bedroek, and
that any increase in the burden would have
to be passed on to the mines. While that
might have been so in the past, having regard
to the saving of mileage, the company could
well have incurred the additional expenditure
of £8,000 to £10,000 without being under the
necessity of passing it on to the mines,

Mr. Lutcy: I suppose he would give the
mining companies the benefit of the saving ?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It ought to cubt both
ways, I1f he was anvious to assist the mines,
he should have stipulated that any concession
to the company shonld have gone to henecfit the
mines hy a reduction in the price of firewood,
There was n» such stipulation. The gain goes
to the firewood company. Agein the Com-
missioner 8ays :—

Such a lease as that proposed was con-
templated by Section 64 of the Government
Railwoys Act, 1904, There was every reason
for granting it and no reason for refusing it,
It would have been absurd for the depart-
ment to be pulling up this eection of track
and for the company to he simulteneously
laying down o track of its own alongside it,
the expense of which would fall on the mining
industry. It remained to considet the terns,

The Commissioner of Railwavs ahove all persons
should know that this track could have been
pulled up, and it would not have been necessary
te lay down any other track. Under this agree-
ment we have lying idie 15 miles of railway with
rails, fastenings, and sleepers estimated to be

Another para-
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worth £38,000, which are entirely unnecessaty,
heeause one line is more than sufficient to carry
Government teaffic and any wood the company
might haul over it as well. The traffic on the
line during the next 12 months will not he more
than seven trains per day and one line alone is
capable of taking 24 trains per day, an average
of one per hour. One line is sufficient for all
the requirements: vet under this ngrecment
the Commissioner haa tied down a section of 13
miles, worth £36,000! He is retaining two
sections of line to do work which is insufficient
to employ one section for half its time. The
whole of the traffe on that line, even allowing
for the company's tonnage of 147,000 tons per
vear, equal to ahout two trains each way per
day plus an eaual number for the Government,
could easilv have been carried over the one
section. Ask any reilway man whether it is
not quite an easy matter to run 2¢ trains in
24 hourms on one such single section,

Mr. Stubbs: Has the agreement heen ratified ¢

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know. It
would have been very much better for the Govern-
ment to have made a svitable reduction in the
ordinary rotes. Instcad of charging 2s. 3d. per
ton, if it was fuund that the company could not
pay that without inereasing the cost of the wood
to the mines, it would have heen better and more
satisfactory to have said to the company, ** Work
out what is the capital cost to the department
of hauling over the 15-mile section,” and then
fix a mate at the actual cost. By so doing it
would have been competent for the Government
to handle all their own traffic and the wood
line traffic, and then remove the 15 miles of
rails to somewhere else, where they might have
been required. The Commissioner goes on to
say this—

A toll on a tonnage basis might have heen
made the basis of the lease. This would have
necessitated delays and expense for weighing,
etc., and the revenue would have declined
if the quantity of firewood had declined. It
wag considered better to make a fixed rent.
All the firewood would be hauled by the
company'a engines on the company’s trucks.
Ko expense .for way-billing or accounting
of any sort would come on the department
under this system. It was calculated that
probably in the vicinity of 100,000 tons per
annum would he hauled over the sertion,
On this hasia £2,000 would give 4a. 8d. per
ton toll—equal to -32d. (one-third of a penny)
per ton per mile by wav of toll. This waa
considered a reasonable charge for the simple
use of a piece of track which it was proposed
to pull up.

Tet us examine that argument. He assumes
there were only 100,000 tons per annum to he
hauled, elthough earlier in the file the caleula-
tion is on & basis of 147,000 tans, which was the
correct bagis. The Commissioner had no justifi-
cation for assuming that there would be a lesser
quantity of wood required in the next 12 months
than was supplied in the preceding year. As
# motter of fact there was good warrant for
assuming that the quantity would be greater
than the previous year's tonnage by & consider-
able estent, PBut to make it appear that the
concession i8 not so great as it actually is, he
says this—
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It is caleulated that probably in the vicinity
of 100,000 tons per annum would be hauled
over this section,

Yo such thing was ealculated, It was calculated
that there would be 147,000 tons, and it is idle
for the Commissioner to work in the lesser
quantity. Then he says that one-third of a
penny per ton per mile by way of toll he con-
siders a reasonable charge. And he goes on
to say—

It may be said that freight should have
heen charged over the section instead of a
lease being granted, Apart from this heing
opposed to the spirit of the Government
Railways Act, which specifieally provides
f?lr lease of running rights in such a cose as
this, . . . .

Does the Minister understand what the Com-
missioner means there ? He says—

Apart from this heing opposed to the spirit
of the Railways Act, it speci‘ically provides—
It does not specifically provide. and T [ail to
see that it ia opposed to the spirit of the Govern-
ment Railways Aet to charge freight in the

ordinary way, The Commissioner aays—

The operations of the company at Cool-
gardie will give a fillip to that town which
is badly needed.

The Minister for Mines: You
attempt to controvert thsi.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Mr. Hedges must have
been most eloquent and convincing when he
wag pleading that point in the famous interview
‘ he had with the Commissioner. Fancy pleading
the wonderful presperity that would accrue to
Coolgardie from Mr. Hedges' trains running
through it twice o day! And listen to this too!
And this from a 2000 a year man! How
hard-pressed he must have Dbeen for an srgu-
ment when he wrote this—

It will be to the advantage of the gold-
fields and State for visitors passing to and from
the Eastern Statea to witness some activity
going on at Coolgardie and on the railway
between there and Kalgoorlie.

Imagine the delight of Interstate visitors travel-
ling east or travelling west, on arriving at that
15-mile section between (olgardie and Kurra-
wang, putting their heads out of the carriage
windows and seeing a train load of firewood
passing through. and then only two train loads
a day! The Commissioner would have to
compel Mr. Hedges to see that those train loads
of wood were moving along that seetion when
the express wos passing through,

Mr. Lambert: Don't be too hard,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Did you ever hear a
sensible man putting up such a ridiculous ergu-
ment ¥

Mr, MacCallum Smith: And fancy the Tourist
Burean not mentioning anything about this!

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Tourist Bureau
have been very negligent in this reapect. We
should get a few photographs of these wood
traing, have them enlarged and place them in
the Tntersiate express. At any rate these
photographs would be much more impressive
than looking out of the window at a firewood
train on a hot summer evening.

Mr. Lutey: And the passengers getting o
few firewood sparis in their eyes.

would not
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister could not
have thought of this point when he agreed to
grant the company the right to construct a line
from Kurrawang to the mines, T want to eall
attention to the extmordinary way in which the
Commisaioner of Railways conducted this busi-
ness. He accepts the verbal application made
in his office. He did not ask the applicant to
put anything into writing. There is no request
on the file of what Mr. Hedges wanted. There
is no application for a lease of the section or
anything about the conditions he ofiers. He
commences the proceedinga in & verbal way
end carries on the lusiness in a lackadaisicat
and slipshod fashion. It is worthy of note,
too, that the Commissioner did not ask any of
his traffic o'ficers to report upou this matter.
One would have thought that he would have
asked the Chief Traffic Manager to report on it.
It was not an cngincering matter; that would
be well known to everyhbody. It was purely
& traffic matter. Bubt no traffic officiale were
asked to investigate it, to supply details as to
the tonnage likely to be carried over the section,
a3 to the price charged, or as to the profit or
loss that would be incurred by the department,
There are 101 diflerent points that the Commis-
sioner should have heen informed upon and
on which he should have obtained the advice
of his officers, But nowhere is it shown that he
consulted anybody. Then, when the Minister
was asked questiony in this House, I take it
that the answers which were given were supplied
by the Commissioner. 1t was asked what was
the estimated tonnage that would be hauled
over this section, and the Commissioner ah-
solutely evaded the question. I say that he
deliberately flouted the House, The anawer
given was that it would depend upon the con-
sumption of firewood upon the mines. That
wonld lead onc to believe that the Commissioner
had not made any cstimate of the tonnage to
be hauled over the eection, whereas the file
shows that the estimate is in his own handwriting,
and that he had averaged the matter over a
peviod of three years. Yet he gave the House
no answer to that question, end merely replied
that it would depend upon the consumption
by the mines. Had he not taken the trouble
to make en estimate, he would have been shown
to be utterly incompotent for his position.
Because how could he consider the matter ?
How could he deal with it at all unless he had
some idea of the tonnage to be hauled ever the
section ¥ In all these reaperts, no matter which
way it was hoandled, the Commissiomer f{ailed
to protect the interests of the State, He failed
to deal with the matter in a businesalike way,
in a way that one would expect ftom any officer
holding the high and responsible position of
Commissioner of Railwavs. He handled it in
the manner that one would cxpect a twopenny-
half-penny subject to be dealt with, and right
throughout he failed to safeguard the interests
of the State. He made an agreement with a
well-to-do company that could afford to pay
an additional £8,000 or £10,000 a year and he
actually put that sum into the pockets of that
concern, which was already wmaking good profits;
an agreement which involved the Railway
Department in A loss. That is a condition of
things for which this offcer deserves censure.
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Therefore I submit the motion standing in my
name.

Th? MINISTER FOR MINES AND RAII-
TWAYS [Hon. I Seaddan—Albany) [8-0]: In
the ordinary course of events, the dehate on
a motion of such e drastic nature as this would,
after the remarks of the memher movinyg the
motion, be adjourned for consideration. In this
instance, however, T propose to deal with the
matter straight away, as I consider such a course
essential, not only in the interests of the Com-
missioner himaelf, hut in the interesta of a proper
unde_mt&nc]ing of the guestion by the general
public. Since T have heen & member of this
Cha{nber T recollect no case of such a drastic
motion heing submitted for consideration, &
motion the carrving of which means that & highly
placed official, a man holding one of the most
Impertant positions under the Crown, should
be subjected to dismissal by & vote of the Legislo-
tive Assembly. In the circumstaneces, I con-

_mdet: it essential that the matter should receive
consideration from every aspect, and that the
fullest attention should he given to the effect
of the carrying of the motion. 1 know that the
Leader.of the Opposition would not he a party
to having such a question as this dealt with
lightly. T am satisfied that the hon. gentleman
is convineed in his own mind that there has been
something lacking on the part of the Com-
missioner in dealing with this question ; but T
think the hon. gentleman has been led to that
conclusion by lack of a proper nnderstanding,
not only of the powers conferred on the Com-
misgioner, but also of conditions prevailing in
Kelgootlie and on the Eastern Goldfields gener-
ally. His remarks this evening may lead hon.
membera to think that something has occurred
which calls for censure from this House. Let
me first of all point ont that no agreement
whetever has heen made for the handing over
to the firewood company of any Government
property, either railway or otherwise, All that
has been attempted by the Commissioner, in
accordance with the powers conferred upon him
!my th.e Railways Act, is to give to a person,
in this instance a person representing o com-
pany, already having the right under the Rail-
ways Act to construct a siding to connect with
our .mll\va._vs, the farther ripht to run over 2
portion of the Clavernment railway svstem, and
thus connect with another pottion of the com-
pany’s own line. Unquestionahly the Railways
Act intended to confer such a power upon the
Commissioner, I leave out of consideration.
for the moment, the amount to he paid for that
further right, and also the surrounding conditions.
I deal now only with the question whether the
Commissioner has the right under the Railways
Act to adopt n method of this kind. First of
all, ihe firewood company in question are’ to-
day operating from Boorabbin, a point north
of Kurrawang, on our Eastern Goldfields fine,
The distance from Kurrawang to the head of
the Railway line is about 96 miles, The averaze
haul per train upon the Kurmnwang line would he
anything from 80 to 83 miles. The head of
the lmp, which ix 90 miles from Kurrawane, is
only six miles from Boorabbin, on our Eastern
Goldfields milway. Now, are we cntitled to sav,
2+ sugdested hy the Leader of the Opposition,
that the company shall eaery their wond to the
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nearest point on the Covernment railway, that
they shall bring their wood into Boorabbin,
and that we shall baul it from Boorabbin to
Coolgardie, and that the company shall thereupon
resume hauling and convev the wood inte Kal-
goorlie ? The Leader of the Opposition will
at once admit that that would he an abselutely
impossible position.

Mr. Munzie: Do you say it is only six miles
from Boorabhin to Kuwrawang ¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ye«

Mr. Munsie: It is nearer 60 miles.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: T have here
the plan which has been given to me.

Mr. Munsie: I do not care about your plan.
I have just heen out on the line.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The nearest
point on the Eurrawang line to the Government
railway as given to me is about six miles from
Boorabbin. .

Me. Munsie: [t was, about three years ago.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: How does
that affect my argument ? When the company
ar¢ 30 near, they shonld bring their wood into
Boorabbin and earry it into Kalgoorlie,

Mr. Munsie: No, they should not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At Kurra-
wang, where the company connect with the
goldtields line, they have established workshops.
The Kurrawang Firewood Company are not
like the Lakeside Firewond Company, inas-
much as the former have their own rolling-
stock for conveying their firewood. Tt would be
ahsurd for the Railwey Department to say that
a company with rolling-stock of their own should
unload their wood from that rolling-stock into
our rolling-atoek for the purpuse of its being
carried over our line, and subsequently again over
their line, When we had the firewood trouble
in 1919, all possihle means were employed to
arrive at o settlement. TUnfortunately there
were three parties affected: the companies
providing the mines with firewood. the men
engaged in cutting the firewood in the bush, and
the mines ta which the firewood is being supplied. -
From the point of view of the Railway Depart-
ment and of the Government, there was only une
important party to be considercd : and that was
the mining industry itself. I took the view
then, and I still take the view, that the firewood
industry, heing only & suhsidiatry industry, was
renlly of no importance us compared with the
mining industry. TFor the sake of the mining
industry, so long as no person is making an ex-
orhitant profit at the expense of thet industry,
we as & Govemment, and this Parliament,
and the Western Australian people, are prepared
to mnake such conditions as will result in fire-
wood heing supplied to the mines at sirch o price
as will enable the lowest possible grade of ore
to be treated. Another point arising is, whether
the Commissioner had the rizht to take thet con-
sideration into aceount ¥ I venture to oesert
that the Commissioner and myself, during the
lnat few wears, have received more eriticism
on the ground that we have allegedly fixed
freights without regard ta the interests of the
various indnstries affected, than on any other
geore. 1 venture to assert, further, thet cur
railweys ought to be operated on a hasis of
consideration for the exisience of this State’s
prineipal industries,
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Mr. Willcock : Industries requiring State as-
sistance should receive it by direct vote,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If such a
system were adopted, this House would he
called upon during the next few years to deal
with such Budgets as would drive the hon.
member interjecting and myself into 2 lunatic
asylum before they were disposcd of,

Mr. Willecoel :  Oh, that is all very well?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is the
practice all over the world to make freights
and conditions on a railway system such as
will promote industries. Surely the hon. member
renlises that if we attempted to make a rate
book on one flat rate, subsidising hy means of
votes from the Treasury any industry requir
ing assistanco-——

Mr. Willeock: T do not suggest that.
the firewood should not be carried at a loss.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At no time
since I have been in charge of the Railway De-
partment—ag Minister merely, and having
responsibility only for general policy, and no
responsibility for the details of operation; I
refuge to carry that cesponsibility, not being
Commissioner of Railways—at no time have 1
allowed the department’s finances to be affected
by any concession granted to either the lirewood
companies or the mining industry. What the
Railway Department have done has heen to
make such arrangements as would enable the
firewood companies to get their firewood carried
to the mines at a cheaper rate per ton than we
could carry it. Having been an engine-driver
on our reilway system, the member for Ger-
aldton (Mr. Willeock) koows perfectly well
thab the staff of Lhe Bailway Department would
not permit the Government to carry traffic under
the same conditions as obtain on wood lines.
He knows that the Railway Department have
to haul their cosl 400 miles to Kalgoorlie, whare
it costs from 32s. to 33s. per ton. As against
this c¢ost, the firewood companies obtain their
fuel, in the shape of wood, at a few shillings
per ton, cut in the bush and pat en their loco-
motives. Tt would be absolutely auicidal to
insist that Collie coal should be hauled hundreds
of miles to be burnt in the conveyance of fire-
wood, with the cost of that coal charged up
apgainst the tirewood delivered at the mines.

Mr. Willcock: You could not run an up-to-
date railway service with firewood.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we were
to compel that wood to be carried over the
Government line, using Collie conl at the price
I have mentioned, the cost of the Hrewood
to the mines would be such as to cripple the mining
industry. The Railway Department took the
responsihility, and I am prepared now to stand
by it, of permitting the Kurrawang Firowood
Company to take their line across ours to Lake-
side, in order that they might etill haul for a
considerable distance over their own line with
Hrewood as fuel instead of coal, thus enabling
the mines to obtsin cheap fuel. The Kurra-
wang Firewood Company have their engine
sheds and repaiv shops at Kurrawang. They
have also the whole of their administration
established there. They are now cutting out
their principal areas of firewood up to the point
where they can get the fuel at reassnile cost.

But
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They are coming to the end of their tether, and
they have applied for an area 25 miles south of

Coolgardie, the nearest point where the line
would touch the particular forest in which they
now propose to ocut. Of course, eventually
they will have to extend their tramway into the
forest. If we were to adopt the course which
the Leader of the Oppesition suggests, it means
that the firewood company would haul 25 miles
with their engine, and then stop their engine,
whereupon we would hook on with our engine
and haul the firewood as far as Kurrawang,
where we would take off our engine, to let the
company pick up agein with their own loco-
motive and haul the wood to the mines, I know
the Leader of the Opposition would not suggest
that that is a practicable method, Either we
must take the wood right from Coolgardie to
the mines, or we must give the firewood company
an opportunity of carrying their line across ours,
80 a3 to connect up with their other line. Taking
that consideration into account, I declare that
the intention of Section 64 of the Railways
Act i5 to meet a case of that sort, where a com-
pany are operating s siding connected with the
Government railway system, and have a similar
siding operating at some other point on the
Government railway system. So long as such
permiggion is not detrimental to the interesta
of the Railway Department, the Commissioner
is authorised by the Railways Act to make an
agw ement: enabling the company to have running
rights over the Government lines in order that
they may connect up again with their own line.
T venture to say there has been no case in the
history of the Western Australimn Government
Railways where the granting of a demand of
this kind has been more justifiable than it is in
this particular instance, Whatever may he
said regarding the terms of the agreement,
no one can fairly complain of the Commissioner’s
making an arrangement by which running rights
such as asked for by the firewood company in
this particular instance are granted. This case
is not on all fours with any other. Unquéstion-
ably, the section referred to empowers the Com-
misgioner, if he thinks fit, to give any person the
right to connect at any point with the Govern-
ment railway system, and so give that person
running rights over the entire railway system.
The Commissioner can do that if he so desires.
But he dees not desire it, and he dees not o it.
He would not be so foolish ns to do it. He only
gives running rights to conneet when the eir
cumstances warrent it. ILet me point ont, too,
that it is quite true the Government had under
consideration the taking up of the 15 miles of
duplicate line between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie.
It was in contemplation ; but I helieve there
was a good deal of hostility in Kalgoorlie to
the proposal. No less a person than the mayor
ol Kalgoorlie raised a prutest, which he based
on the ground of the moral effect which the
taking up of that mileage of line between Cool-
gardie and Kalgootlie would bhave on the mining
industry of the Eastern Goldtields. The mayor
of Kalgoorlie suggested that the Uovernment
should rather carry the burden of maintaining
that duplicate line than allow such & detrimental
influence to opernte on the mining industry,
mare prrticalarly the industry in Kalgoorlie
There was a good denl of complaint.
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Hon. P. Collier: There was only the com-
plaint from the mayor.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thers were
complaints from other quarters us well, After
all, however, the mayor was the mouthpicce of
the people of Kalgoorlie. I have heard of no
meeting being called in Kalgoorlie for the pur-
pose of celling the mayor to account for having
put forward such statements.

Mr, Munsie: Public meetings carried resolu-
tions that if the line were pulled up the rails
should he taken to Esperance,

The MINISTER FOR MINFS : That is further
evidence of the methods sometimes employed
at public meetings. Imagine taking up 23
miles of rails, miling them to Fremantle and
shipping them thence to Faperance, when proh-
ably we would have 25 miles of rails availahle
here.

Mr, Lutey: Are they here ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we cannot
find rails clogser to Faperance than the rails at
Coolgardie T think Eaperance will have to wait
a little time for its line. It was merely public
prejudice. The Government having decided
to take up that duplicate line, it was to ail
intents and purposes of no further value to the
Commissioner, But while the Commissioner
is entitled to ook after his own business, he is
not entitled to fix against any firm or company,
charges on the basis of the profits derived by
that company.

Mr. Lutey: That is the argument thev put
up, namely that they wanted to supply cheaper
firewoad,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is sound
enough. The Commissioner, subject to his
not taking any action which would mean a loss
to his department, hos no right to impose con-
ditions that would seriously affect the mining
industry.

Mr. Lambert: Now the Lakeside company
want similar concessions.

The MINISTER FOR MINFES: Of course,
Who arve not wanting additional concessions ?
The Government having decided to take up
the rails, it had to be remembered that the
Commissioner had on his capital charges the
ariginal cust of constructing that line, and that
when he should take it up, all he could levy
against the department to whom he transferred
the rails would be the depreciated valve of the
rails to-day, and the depreciated value of the sleep-
ers.  Also, there wag to be counted the cost of tak.
ing them up and loading them on trucks. "And,
as the Minister for Works now interjects, the
sleepers would be no good. Consequently the
Commissioner took the view that it would be
preferable to lense the running rights over that
line which he did not want and which would
cost money to remove. The lease represented
at any rate a profit without any cost other than
the cost of maintaining the line in & condition
fit to run wood traffic. I agree with the Com-
missioner that in view of the fact that the line
was running side by gide with and on the same
bed as, the goldfields express, the cost of main-
tenanee would be prectically negligible, and that
whatever charge he made to the company would
represent a net return to the department., He
did not give the company a leaso for 25 or 30
years, he granted them a lease for only three
years, and he provided that if we should require
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the rails they could be taken up at threr months
notice, 1Was it not a foir business deal to earn
£2,000 per annum with the line until auch time
as the Government should waat the rails?
The Leader of the Opposition tried to make the
House helieve that the lease would mean the
loss of £1,500 per annum to the Commiasioner,
that the value of the line to the Commissioner
was £3,500 per annum,

Hon. P. Collier: He said that himself.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
missioner tales into account that he has to
spend money in remaving the road, that he will
get only the depreciated velue of the material,
and that in addition. he will still have to pav
interest on the original capital cost. The rails
have been in the road for 21 years.

Mr. Pickering: Was not the line relaid in
1918 7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Xo, it might
have been rc-sleepered. Because it was re-
sleepered in 1918, hon. members might think
the sleepers have not depreciated in value.
But their depreciation would he practically
50 per cent. the moment they were taken out of
the roed, because once the dog apikes have heen
drawn and fresh holes hored, the aleepers are
practicallv gone.

Mr, Underwood: As soon as you pull eut
the dogs, they are done.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That road
taken up and relaid elsewhere would not be of
very great value, If the weight of the rails be
58lhs., it would not be desirshle to utilise them
in any new line where 60iba. rails were necesanrvy.
Thev could be utilised as 45lb. mails, but the
Minister for Works would only allow to the
Rajlway Department their value as 45-1h. rails
which, hased on & 25 per cent. reduction on
present doy prices, would be £21,698. The
sleepers have been in the road since 1915 and
1918. Taking their average life at 15 years,
the depreciation would be 33} per cent., thus
reducing the value of the sleepers to 3s. 4d.
each, or o total of £5280. The total present
value of material in the road therefore is £26,978,
which at 6 per cent. represents £1,618 138, 7d.
per annumt.

Mr. Mungie: Will the Govermmment accept
that price for the road ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Govern-
ment do not wish to sell anything when they
themselves want the material, We want those
rails for other purposes. The Commissioner is not
permitted to sell material which we require.
I am giving the fair values of that material if
taken out of the road and used for other purposes.
Another fact to be considered is the cost of pulling
up the roed and leading tha material into trucks.
This represents £3,700, which has to be deducted
from the value of the material. And, a3 I have
said, the withdrawing of the dogspikes from
the sleepers would reduce the life of the slespere
by 20 per cent. : so, inatend of their having a
life of 15 years, as st present, if they were taken
up their total life would he onlv 12 vears, The
value of the material on a basis of 25 per cent.
if taken up and stacked would be, rails and fasten-
inga £21,698, sleepers £5,280, or a total of
£26,978 : less cost of pulling up rails and fasten-
ings and sleepers £3,700, extra depreciation of
gleepers on account of pulling up £1,056, or a
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total of £4,756, leaving a net value of material
£22,222, or an annual value ot 6 per cent. of
£1,333, The Commissioner made an arrange-
ment by which he is to get £2,000 per annum
for the line until we want the material. Of
course, on the basis of what we could earn by
hauling the wood over our own line, it appears
that the Commissioner has made a loss. But
if we take into account the average cost of hauling,
it will be found that to haul 145,000 tons per
annum st 25, 3d, per ton:

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is that 143,000 tons the
Commissioner’s estimate ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member, from his knowledge of timber districts,
knowa that they do not immediately stop opera-
tions in one place and go miles away to another.
The hon. member will gee that he has spread
his increase over three years, which will probably
happen. They would continue to take a certain
amount of wood from Kurrawang and aa they
increaged the amount taken from the permit
areas they would graduslly decrease the wood
drawn from the old source, ‘The actual amount
which it ia estimated would be carried over
the line is 145,000 tons. At 23, 3d. per ton the
actual carnings to the Railway Department
would be £16,312. Eighty-nine per cent. of
that would represent the average cost of operating
the milway system, and this would leave only
£1,794, representing the net earnings to the
Railway Department, that is, if we do what the
Leader of the Opposition suggests.

Hon. P. Collier: Docs that apply to the whole
system ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We will say
it applies to this section.

Hon. P. Collier: You are taking the figures
as applying to the whole State ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
would the hon. member have ?

Hon, P. Collier: The operating costs are
lower, just as the maintenance charges are.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Assume that
to be correck.

Hon. P. Collier: With full train loads and
& straight road the operating costs are much
lower than under the whole system,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is merely taking the steam power into
account and nothing else. On that principle
he is ¢orrect, but the hon. member would not
suggest that we should pick out parts of our
railway aystem from here and there and choose
the lowest average as being the cost of the
system.

Hon, P. Collier: Why pick out this little
section ?

The MIXISTER FOR MINES: The Leader of
the Opposition, unwittingly, is misrepresenting
the Commissioner.

Hon. P. Collier: No, the figures are there,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We can
only arrive at the figures on the basis of the
average cost of the railway system. We have
not added to that the fact that we are hauling
coal 400 milea at a cost of 30s. as against 16s.
in Perth. We do not take into account that the
goldfields rates are so much higher, and that the
allowances are greater than they are elsewhere,
It is all lumped together. We are taking the
railway system as & whole, and saying that on

What

that basig it will leave us a profit of £1,745.
The Leader of the Opposition says that the
average cost of maintenance is £144 per mile,

Hon. P. Collier: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That amount
is the average cost of maintenance not of our
permanent way, but the whole of cur railway
system, including our railway stations and every-
thing else such as goods sheds, stock yards,
ete. The hon. member knows that not another
right was given except to run over the per-
manent way, the maintenance of which did
not include & single shed.

Hon. P, Collier: The sheds are standing on the
section and will require to be maintained.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are,
of course, standing to-dny.

Hon. P. Collier: They are just as much for
Mr. Hedges's use as for the use of the Govern.
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not at all.

Mr. Angelo: They are for the railway system.

Hon. P. Collier: They are as much for him
as for the railways.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The per-
manent way maintenance is not so great in
comparison with the cost of maintaining all the
other facilities we provide for our customers.
Under the agreement we say the company has
the right to heul their own trucks with their
awn locomotives over this section, The only
basis of arriving at the net amount that will be
earned is o take the actual amount that will
have to be charged for maintaining the per-
manent way over which the wood is hauled.
Over and above that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion says the interest charpe is £213 per mile
on the same basis, not £213 on the basis of the
aet of rails, hut of the whole railway system.,

Hen. P. Collier: Exactly.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member would not suggest that we ought to
charge the company on the basis of interest
over che 15 miles of rails over which the company
will use its own engines and trucks, on the basis
of the Perth Railway Station, and also charge
the capital cost. The average operating ex-
penses of our railway system work oub at &
per cent. :

Hon. P. Collier: For the whole system.
You are taking the same line of argument as I
have taken.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows that the interest and sinking fund
charges if levied againet the Railway Depart-
ment would make the total over 100 per cent.

Hon. P. Collier: They are not taken into
account.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Leader
of the Opposition knowa that whether the com-
pany runs over the line or not we must have our
staff at the Coolgardie station and at Kurra-
wang for our own operations. No additional
staff ia required to epable the company te run
over the line,

Mr. Lutey: Will there not be less staff ab
Kalgoorlie ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Does the
hon, member suggest that we are over-atalfed
at Kalgoorlie, because if so I will soon look into
the mniter ¥
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Mr. Munsie: Immediately you gave the other
concession you dismissed a lot of the staff at
Kalgoorlie.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What does
the hon. member suggest I should have done ¥

Mr. Mungie: But you eay it makes no dif-
ference.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we do not
require & staff there we must not use it. Direstly
we do something o assist the mining industry——

Mr, Munsie: To assist Mr, Hedges.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
merely prejudice against the individual, What
has it to do with Mr, Hedges ?

Mr. Munsic: What has it to do with M
Hedpges ¢

The MINISTER FOR JMINES: Surely the
Commissioner is sometimes entitled to view &
matter from the aspect of his own department.
Sometimes he must be permitted to stand up
against the pressure of members.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Does he get the pressure?
Who are the members ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not sug-
gest any member of this House does it, but hon.
lr;;:mbem have gone aleng with deputations to

Hon. P. Collier: He knowa how to yield to
pressure when it comes from the right quarter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member ig not right in taking that. view,

Hon. P, Collier: I could show you where he
has done so.

The MINISTER FOR JMINES: The hon.
member would be the lest to suggest that Colonel
Pape can be influenced by such a thing.

Hon. P. Collier: He refused to rehate a
demurrage of £4,000 unti} pressure was brought
to bear upon him by the Country Party.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know about that.

Mr, Corboy: That was put up at the beginning
of the session.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has no
bearing on the point at issue.

Mr. Munsie: The Minister had joined that
just prior to that occurrence.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is an
inference that I had something to do with the
matter.

Mr., SPEAKER : Order!

Hon. P. Collier: He has pulled the dining
car off the Bunbury line which was showing a
loss, but not off the York line which ia showing
a greater loss.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The con-
ditions of trafiic have to be taken into account.
I have not inflvenced him in the matter of dining
cars,

Mr. SPEAKER : Dining cars have nothing to
do with this question.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Iask memlers
to consider the Commissioner's standpoint
sometimes, I know the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has the idea that the Commisgioner was
influenced becausc Mr. Hedges happened to
Le one of the larsest shoreholders and the most
importuot person ccunected with the Kurra-
wang Compuny.

Hon. P, Collier: It would Lave been all the
same if it kad been Brown or Jones and if I thought
there was snything wrong with the merits of
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the position. 1t was not because of Mr. Hedges*
I am a personal friend of his.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Leader
of the Oppesition imagines that the Commis-
sioner was influenced hecnuse he was approached
by Mr, Hedges. I heave been approached by
Mr, Hedges and it has not made any difference
to me. Sometimes it has influenced me and
sometimes it has not. There are many people
atanding on the footpath who know more about
railway operations than do the officiels eonnected
with them. The Leader of the Opposition
suggests that hecause the Commissioncr con-
eluded mn agreement with the Kurrawang
company on the hasis of £2,000 per annum
he has shown a lock of husiness acumen, that
he shonld have negotiated on the hasis of £18,000
per annum and then split the difference,

Mr, Tecsdale: There was not much fight abhout

t.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mcmber
for Roehourne——

Mr, Teesdale: Wanta o Lit of fight over it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not fght in here,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He could not
get up a fight over this. It is not & question of
showing fight, hut a question of arriving at an
arrangement satisfactory to both partiea. Taking
into opccount the conditions prevailing at the
moment, as affecting the Commissioner, for a
dead set of rnils costs something to maintain,
the railways will earn & net £1,600 or £1,700 a

ear.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: What would be the cost of
maintaining the rection while it remained idle ¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That does not
matter.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He ought to have put it

i

up.

l)The MINISTER FOR MINES: The cost of
maintaining it to-day is on the basis of its being
used. We are actually using it although we
may not operate on the same set of rails.

Mr. Willecock: The traffic cannot be handled
g3 well on & single line.

The MINISTER FOR MINFS: While the
trafic can be handled on the one line, it is to
the advantage of the department to use the line
while it is there. It is inlinitely better to earn
£1,600 o year from it than nothing at all.

Mr. Willcock: If you have only work for
one line it is not a husiness proposition to keep
two there.

The MINISTER TFOR JMINES: From the
Commissioner's point of view, it is not & business
propoesition to take it up.

Mr. O'Loghten: That is extraordinary in
view of the price of material,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
missioner could sell these rails as 45-ib. rails,
but would have to spend a lot of money in order
to take them and the sleepers up. He would
not get any cash, but would get o credit agoinst
his cnpital cost, represciting the amouut the
Public Works Depurtment would pay him.

Mr, O'Loghlen: It is not much pood the
Minister for Worls telling us how much it would
cost to put down new railwaya,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The amount
he could fnirly estimate would be credited to
him and go towurds reducing the eapital cost
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after deducting the cost of taking up, would be
£22,200, and 6 per cent. interest on that would
only bring in £1,133. As it is, he eams over
£1,600 net and still possesses these rails and
that material, and can take them up when re-
quired on giving three months’ notice,

Mr, Angelo: If the goldfields boomed again
and the line were taken up it would bave to be
roplnced.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The member
for Gascoyne's statement is guite correct, that
if the goldfields revived we would require the
second line.

Mr. (V'Loghlen: How much would the Lake
Clifton distriet require to be boomed to justify
the difference between £25,000 for this line and
£70,000 for the Lake Clifton line.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 want the
member for Forrest to remember that this ig
not a discussion as to whether too much or too
little is to he given for the Lake Clifton line,
This is a question affecting not only the position
held by the Commissioner tor Railways, hut
alzo his integrity as a public oiheer, 1 do not
want red herrings to be drawn acrass the tradl,
As to whether the Lake Clifton line cost two
or three times ss much as it should. That
does not affect the position, nor does a discussion
as to whether the Commissioner should have
got £2,000 or £3,000 out of the present com-

any.
Mr, Munsie: That is not what the engineers

said,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. I am
nob quoting my own figures, hut those supplied
by the engineers, 1 discussed with them the
depreciation of the material and the cost of
taking it up. I wanted to know if this material
wes taken out and sold to the Minister for Works
for use in connection with milways elsewhere,
what amount we could claim from bim. This
would mean & reduction of interest charges
amounting to £1,333 as against which the de-
partment will earn on this line £1,600 net. 1t
is not a question of selling material, but only
leasing & right. The Commissioner has made an
agreement with the company so that that com-
pany msy run engines and trucks over a portion
of the Stute railway system.

Mr, Harrison: That is done constantly in
the Old Country.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is done
in many places elsewhere,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They do not run trains
over the lines there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows very well that in England the
companies use the lines themselves under these
conditions,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Theyonly runthe trucks,
The company owning the line runs the engines,

The Minister for Woris: They can take traing
over the other companies’ lines in England.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I have been there since
you were there and the position is different
altogether.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: English com-.
panies will allow another company to run over
their lines.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not the position
at all here. There is no comparison.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thet is
correct. There is no real comparison between
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the two positions, But here we have power
to give three months' nobice to terminate the
arrangementa end then we can get out of the
position. There may be a difference of opinion
a8 to whether the Commissioner of Railways
might or might not have got more out of the
Kurtawang company if he had adopted a dif-
ferent attitude. That, however, is merely a
matter of opinion, Personally I am not called
upon to express an opinion upon the point.
As T have already told the House, I am not the
Commissioner and if I were, T would demand
his salary. As he holds the position of Com-
missioner, he must sccept the responsibility
atfaching to his office and he must carry that re-
sponsibility, When a man is placed in that
position, however, are we to diamiss him hecause
of what at maost can be regarded as a dereliction
of duty 7 Are we to regatd his action in this
matter as such a dereliction of duty as to warrant
his dismigsal ? The Commissioner was em-
powered under the Roilways Act to do certain
things and he acted in accordance with those
powers. While there ia ample room for diversity
of opinion aa to whether or not the Commissioner
should have extracted a greater rental from the
company, I think the Leader of the Opposition
will agree that some serious dereliction of duty
must be disclosed before the House would be
warranted in retifing summarily the Com-
missioner from the important position he now
holds. In my opinion, there has heen a storm
in a ten cup regording this matter,

The Minister for Works: In an ezg cup,
rather.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest that the Leader of the Opposition is not
warmsnted in entering a protest and drawing
attention to this matter, but some criticiem,
not from the Leader of the Opposition but from
other apurces, gives evidence of personal spleen
againgt the Commissioner of Railways. When
we have regard to the position of other milways
systems in Australia, we have to admit that we
are not so badly off.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why should there be
personal spleen against the Commissioner ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well, there
is.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: I have not heard of

any.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows quite well that there is no Com-
missioner in Australia who is not running his
railway system at a serious loss. There ia no
Commissioner in Australia who has not en-
countered tremendous industrial difficulties, and
in many cages these difficulties have been so
great that they have had to face serious strikes
and the business of their depatrtments has been
held up for varying periods. It will be readily
admitted that one eannot easily hold the scales of
justice evenly as between all sections of the
community and those employed by the head of
a department such as the Railway Department.
This cannot be done without some sections being
bitter against the authorities. In Western
Australia we went through a very serions in-
dustrial crisis and the Commissioner had to
carry a very heavy burden throughout the strike
last year. I have no hesitation is saying that
many men connected with that affair have not
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yet forgiven the Commissioner for the stand he
took up, and some never will forgive him.

Mr. Corboy: You do not say that there is
spleen behind this motion *

.The MINISTER FOR MIXES: I distinctly
said I did not think so. I said that the eriticism
against the Comuissioner from other quarters
gave evidence of spleen.

Mr. Corboy: But not here ?

The MINISTER FQR MINES: No, The
Leader of the Opposition is, I think, the last
person who would be actuated by spleen, but
1 do consider that the Leader of the Opposition
should know that when he submits a motion like
the one before the Chamber seeking the dismissal
of the Commissioner of Railways or any other
high public official controlling a large body of
the State employces, he should at least come
forward with a seripus charge disclosing gross
dereliction of duty, Nothing short of dis-
honesty, bribery, or corruption should wairant
the House taking action against such an official
The r.ere question of whether £2,000 or £3,000
shauld have been obtained by the Commissione:
from the company for the right leased to it
under the agreement is not, in my opiniin, a
strong enough accusation against the Com-
misswoner to warrant the House agreeing to his
dismissal.

Hon., W. (. ANGWIX (North-East Fremantle)
[8-52]: The greatest objection to the leasing
of this line is because that leasing is contrary
to an Act of Parliament.

The Minister for Mines: No, it is not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: An Act of Parlia-
ment hag been stretched to such an extent that
it must consist of india-rubber, to cover the
proceedings,

The Minister for Mincs: You are absolutely
wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister cannot
stretch his imagination so far as to say that the
section in the Act under which this line has
been leased, is one that Parliament contem-
plated would be wuwsed for such a purpose,
The section in question was intended absolutely
to deal with sidings.

The Minister for Mines: This is a siding.

Mr, Munsic: Fifteen miles long.

The Minister for Works: No, it is a siding.

Mr, Munsie: The company have te construct
a siding.

Hon. W. . ANGWIX: And that siding will
be connected with the Government line and
the provision is placed in the Railways Act for
the purpose of allowing & company to work o
siding so0 that engines moy be changed from
onc place to another. 1t was never contem-
plated that o length of railway should be con-
sidered o siding. The section affected by the
agreement is 15 miles long. 1 suppose it
has been leased, elthough I do not know whether
the lease hes gone through.

The Minister for Dines: There has been
nothing lensed. Merely an ngreement was
submitted to cover the running rights over the
length of line. There has been no lesse of
Government property whatever,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: There is the right to
run over this line.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. P, Coliier: That is the term used hy the
Commissioner all through the correspondence,
namely the ‘leasing of the line.”

The Minister for Mines: I know, and it is
Wrong.

Mr. Angelo: Thisis not the main tsilway.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is. The hon. member
should wake up.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Ido not know whether
the member for Gascoyne has ever heen at
Kalgoarlie,

Mr. Angelo: But the Leader of the Opposition
iﬁ_&ys that this refers to a duplieation of the
ine,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This line was con-
structed when the traffic between Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie was eo great that the duplication
Was necessary.

Mr. Angelo: And it is not wanted now.

Mr. Munsie: Traing run over it every day.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN : If the traffic increased,
the necessitv would arige for the duplication of
the line and this would apply if the firewood
traffic increased to that extent,

Mr. Angelo: The Leader of the Oppaosition
said that one line could do the lot.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, I did.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: One line can deal
with the traffic as it is now, but if that traflic
increased to any extent one line could not cope
with it.

Mr. Harrison: The Lender of the Opposition
said that there were only seven tmina a day
and the line could accommodate 20 » day,

Hon. . Collier: That is so and it has not been
denied.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is stated that if
the company desired, they could put down o
private line and not use the Government line
at all. We know that if the Landa Department
were so foolish as to grant the company the right
to tun the line through the country:

The Ministee for Mines: Wauld you prevent
that ?

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: Yes,

The Minister for Mines: You are not interested
in the gold mining industry, then!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes I am, quite as
much as the Minister is,

The Minister for Mines: You are wrong.

Hon, W. €. ANG\WWIN: The campany cannot
lay down a railway without the permission of the
Lands Department, By hoving use of the
Government line, the firewood company are
soved 40 miles of haulage,

The Minister for Mines: Only for o short
pericd.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: By saving that
distance the company would be more than
repaid if they had to use the Government line
at the usual rate,

The Minister for Mines: What benefit would
that be to the State ?

Hon., P. Collier: About £10,000 a year to
the railway revenue.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister did not show
that it would not. He gave us no ligures.

The Minister for Mines: I gave the figures.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: I was pointing out
that the firewood compoany would be saved
40 miles of haulage, The beuefit of that will
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go to the firewood company and not to the mining
companies unless the managers of those concerns
happen to bhe shareholders in the firewood com-
pany aa well,

The Minister for Mines: You lose sight of the
fact that the company had to move their lines
to take advantage of the timber supplies.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: If the company had
not moved in order to get the timber, soineone
else would have gone there,

The Minister for Mines: Would they ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, they would,

For years various people have been trying to get
that forest,

The Minister for Mines: No, they have not.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Let us get away from
the idea that anything in the way of labour
troubles has had anything to do with thia ques-
tion. I mix up with as many men as does the
Minister for Mines, and I have not heard anything
said against the Commissioner. Of course one
might feel a little sore at times, but that passes
away ; 1 have not heard any stigma cast on
the Commissioner. Therefore that can be put
agide, Tt would be far better if the Government
realised that our mailwaya were lnid down for
the development of the country and arc not
intended to be primarily a paying concern,
Development is the first portion of the rolicy.
Even if thia line was considered useless, there
are other districts which for years have been
waiting for the construction of railways for de-
velopmental purposes and where these tails
could have been used. The money would not
have been lost, and the hook entry would repre-
gent & saving of over £1,000 a year on the present
price of mils. Therefare, the greater benefit to
the Stule would result from usging thege rails in
those parts of the country where further de-
velopment is possible,

Mr, Angelo: And have to duplicate this line
Inter on.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T only hope that such
will be necessary. I would even like to see
the traffic on the poldhelds necessitate three
lines, but we cannot feel so optimistic at present.
I am strongly opposed to allowing any officor to
try to evade the desires and wishes of Par-
liament.

Mr. Munsic: Who says he has done so, ?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I say so.

The Minister for Mines: You are wrong.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That will not alter
my opinion. The only honest way to lease this
roilway was to come to Perliament and get ap-
proval.

The Minister for Minea: I think it is very
unfair of you to say it was a dishoneat act.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: I said the only
honest thing to do was to come to Parliament
and get approval.

The Minister for Mines: I say tho honest
way is in accordance with the Act and this is
atrictly in accordance with it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Under Part V. the
Commissioner may with the approval of the
Governor—

The Minister for Mines: That deals with the
leasing of railway property and has nothing
to do with it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If a portion of the
perfnanent way i9 not mailway property, what
the devil is mailway property ?
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The Minister for Mines: No part of the per-
manent way has becn leased.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Commissioner’s
file uses the word “leased.”

;I‘he Minister for Mines: It is running rights
only.

The Minister for Works: The Commissioner
can run his train on that line if he wishes,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Then it is not leased.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But the file says
'y ]B{I.Bed.”

Hon. P. Collier: And there is an exclusive
right given to the company for three years.

The Minister for Works interjected.

Hon. P. Collier: You are not the onlv man
who knows anything about reilways although
you were & Commissioner, We do not want
any advice or assistance from you. One Minister
is enough to handle at a time,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The position is
peculiar. It is not a leasc, and then it is &
lease.

_The Minister for Mines: That is only your
view,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It is not,

. The Minister for Minea: I have told you there
is no agrecment to Teese anything, except to
]g_lve the company the right to run over the
ine,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister knows
there is no agreement. The arrangement is all
contained in the letters, The proposal refers
to the leasing of the line and says the company
shall have exclusive rights for three years.

The Minister for Mines; Running rights.

Hon. P. Collier: The lease must give the
company exclusive rights.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder!

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister's inter-
jections are reaponsible for the disorder.

The Minister for Mines: I do not want you to
make & wrong statement,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have no desire to
do so. 1 am giving the effect of the arrange-
ment. Pamgreph (2) states—

The lease would he for running rights over
about 15 miles 20 chaina of track, The lease
must give the company exclusive rights.

The Minister for Mines: Running rights.

Hon. P. Collier: If that means exclusive
rights, the Commissioner could not run his traing
over that section. What is the meaning of
exclusive ?

The Minister for Mines: You are reading
“lease '’ instead of running rights.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But the words
* the lease must give the company exelusive
rights " are anderlined.

The Minister for Mines: Exclusive rights
against the Commissioner,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt does not say that.

The Minister for Mines: There is power to
give running rightas,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Under Section 64 there
is no power to give exclusive rights. Section
57 gives power to lease a railway,

The Minister for Mines: Read Sections 63
and 64.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Section G4 gives the
right over sidinga only.

The Minister for Mines: No, it does not,
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I cannot allow thig
conversation to continue,

The Minister for Mines: It is very unfair of
the hon. member to talk about dishonest acts.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: What is a siding ?
A siding means a small portion of mailway con-
nected with a2 Government line.

The Minister for Mines: Is that what is set
out in the interpretation.?

Mr, Harrison: We all have o pretty good iden
of what it means,
. Hon. W. C. ANGIWIN: It is not mentioned
in the interpretetion. Tf a man applies for o
siding he does not apply for a portion of the
railways but for a small connection with the
Govemment railways. Part V1. deals with sid-
ings. Then it goes on to sy in Section 64,
under which this lease is granted—

After the completion of any such siding
connected with the Government railway,
the Commissioner may ngree with the person
constructing or awning the siding that sny
trains or rolling stock the property of His
Majesty may be run upon the siding, and that
any traing or rolling-stock the property of
such perton may be run upon any Govern.
ment railway, upon such terms and con-
ditions as are specified in the agreement.

When a porson brings in materiat such as fire-
'wood, it is often found necessery to use the
vernment line in order to change the engines
and for shunting purposes.
The, Minister for Warks: It says ' any

traina.’

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Of course portions
of the Government lines have to he used for
shuntmg_purposes and so on.

The Minister for Minea: You are only putting
your own interpretation on it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I think that is what
Parlisment intended.

The Minister for Minea: T say that what we

ve done is in strict conformity with the Act.

, Hon, W, O, ANQWIN: If Parliament’s
intention was not as I have stated, why was
Section 57, empowering the Commissioner to
lease milways, inserted in the Act? Why
are these two things set out under entirely
dlﬂ'ENIJ‘l:u beadings ? ~Any reasonable man must
be convinced that 15 miles of main line, com-
prising poartion of the railway system, is ratlway
property and part of the CGovernment railways,
Section 57 deals with the leasing of railways.

The Minister for Mines: The Commissioner
has not leased any of them. This means that the
tompany are to have running rights,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That is the provision
under which the railway could have been leas-
ed. I am entitled to my opinion,

The Minister for Mines : Well, do not charge
the Commissioner with dishonesty.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Secfion G4, in my
Opwion, was never intended by Parlinment to
be applied in this way, hecause provision wag
made previously in the Act to meet such cases.
The hon. memher says that the Minister for
Worka would only put down 45-lb. rails, T do
not kmow what size these rails are,

The Minister for Works: They are 38-1b,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN : The hon. member muost
bear in mind that by using these maile for three
or four years lonper for heavy wood traffic, the
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roils will not be as valuable as they are to-day
and the same applies to the sleepers,

The Minister for Mines: It will not affect the
line as regards the sleepers.

Mr. Willeock: They will rot he worth as
much,

The Minister for Mines : Just as much,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister for
Works would not be prepared te pay as much
for the rials three or four years hence as he
would be to-day.

The Minister for Mines: XNo, because the value
will fall in the meantime,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am not dealing
with the price of rils now. I em quite certain
the price will come down ; it has already come
down considerably. The rails would also de-
preciate in value. If the rails were taken over
at present prices the MMinister would save in
interest, ete., equat to what he is getting from
the company to-day. The Minister for Works
knowa that he needs rails badly.

The Minister for Worke: I can get them
from a nearer point.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Does the Minister
intend to tear up more lines ?

The Minister for Mines: If we do not tear
some of them up soon, they will he tearing
themselves up.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am not in a position
to sny where such railways are which the Minister
could take up. I do not know of any lines
which are much nearer except the Hopetoun line,

The Minister for Mines: It is not & question
of trafic hut whether they can be used much
longer.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The position is this:
Would the Government be doing better for thie
State if the whole of the trafic of this wood com-
peny were carried in the same manner as the
whole of the traffic for other companies ¥ We
have been told that we must look aiter the
mining industry, and to see that they have
sufficient firewood, that we must keep the mines
going. We realise that, but we do not want to
carry out this undertaking in suck & way as
to put into the pockets of the compsny money
which should go to the Treasury.

The Minister for Mines: That is not correct.

Hoo. W. C. ANGWIN: The Commissioner
of Railways is placed in a position to protect
the State in every poasible manner.

The Minister for Works: He wants all the
support he can get,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No hon. member can
read the file and go away with the idea that the
matter has been a business one. I am confident
that the Minister for Works would never have
entertained euch & proposal had he been Com-
misgioner of Railways.

The Minister for Works: I got a lot of abuse
while T was Commissioner.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We all expect that.
I realise that no men can give satisfaction as
Commissioner of Railways when he is obliged
to put up fares and freights. Every person then
is against him., Xn nine cases out of ten the
man who has to do this is not responsible for
the existing position, but we do expect the Com-
misgioner to use due judgment in dealing with
the affairs of the State, and above all, we shoold
be very careful in regard to the violation of &
principle which I think is well fourded thro®ghout
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Augtralia and which is, that the railways of
Australia must be national, so as to bring about
the development of the country, Therefore,
we should be very jealous of any departure from
that principle in regard to the leasing of mil-
ways, If at any future time it is found neces-
sary to lease any section of the railways it should
only be done with the consent of the representa-
tives of the people. It is not & matter for an
officiel or even for the Minister. In my opinion
the Commissioner has made & great crror of
judgment in taking the action he has done in
regard to this matter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [9-20]: I  have
listened with great attention to the Leader of the
Opposition and I have not much to grumble
&b in the arguments he put forward. Hie argu-
ments are usually clear, and I believe he ia
honest in his intentions., I, however, do wish
to put to the House the part which I think I am
entitled to submit in regard to my reading of
the Govemment Riilways Act, and then to
asle hon. members whether they feel that the
motion which has been submitted is one which
should be agrecd to. The Government Rail-
ways Act i3 very clear, The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon, W, C. Angwin) stated that
the action taken was contrary to thc Act of
Parlinment.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: [ said contrary to what
I believed to be the intention of Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon,
member was quite fair. He ohjected to any
officer trying to evade the intention of Parlia-
ment, So do I. If the Act of Parliament under
which the Commissioner is appointed lays down
a certain line of action, and it can he proved
that the Commissioner has tried to evade that,
then I say members of this House would be
justified in reflecting upon any action of the
Commissioner. But I maintain that the action
which the Commirsioner has taken in connection
with this transaction is quite in accord with
the Act of Parliament of 1904. I am not going
into the details which my colleague the Minister
for Railways touched upon. But I wish to point
out thet there are two parts in this Statute.
One is Port V., and the other is Part VI. In
Part V., Section 57 is very explicit. It atates
in the margin ** Commissioner may lease rail-
ways™ and the Section reads—

The Commissioner may, with the approval
of the Governor, from time to time let on
lease any portion of & railway with the rolling-
stock and other appurtenances thereto belong-
ing to any person willing to take and work
the same, subject to the following conditions.

The meaning would be this: Take for instance
the Port Hedland and the Ravensthorpe rail-
ways, which are izolated, and difficult of mansage-
ment. These are always costly because of the
staff that has to he maintained, and the difh-
culty of supervision at auch wide distances. If
the railways were run by private enterprise the
staff wounld not be go large, The Commissioner
in the case of such non-paying railways could
apply to his Minister to advise bim on the
question of leasing those railways, contending
that it might be a good thing for the State
if that were done under the Section I have
quoted,
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Hon. W. . ANGWIN: You know there were
no such railways in existence when this Act was

passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This and
other sections of the Act, were taken en bloc
from the New Zealand Railways Act, and during
the course of the debate when the measure was
being discussed in this State, it was mentioned
that thie section would give the Commissioner
cons’ lerable latitude. The Minister of the day
rep ud that that was the case, and both Houses
passed the Act. If it had to deal with the Port
Hedland or Ravensthorpe lines the Minister
could recommend the leasing of them and the
Government could approve of it. The conditions
of the leasing of railways are set out as part of
Section 57, and they read—

1. The letting shall be by public tender,
2. The terms and conditions of the lease
shall be laid before Parliament, not less than
30 days bhefore tenders are called for. 3. The
lense shall contain covenants for maintaining
the railway, and everything demised or leased
therewith, in good and suilicient repair and
8o leaving and delivering up at the expiry or
prior determination of the lease, . . . .

Thus imposing the prineiple the member for
North-Enst Fremantle advocates, and which I
think every member will support. That deals
with the leasing of & milway wilh its rolling stock
and other appurtenances, but when we come
to deal with sidings which are put in by private
individuals, we have to turn to Part VI. Section
63 does not contain one single word that the
Commissioner for his acts under this Part must
seek the approval of the Government. It is
placed in his power to deal direct. What does
the scetion say ? It says—

The Commissioner may agree with any
person desiring to construct a siding, in con-
nection with any Government milway, for
the construction and maintenance of such
siding as may be within the limite of the railway
and for the warking of such siding in con-
nection with the reilway subject to the follow-
ing conditions—

The siding to be of any use in connection with
the Government wmilway must be within the
limits of the railway—

. and for the working of such siding
in connection with the railway subject to
the following conditions:

The conditions are then aet out. Then we come
to Section 64, .and this is a section which to
my mind justified the Commissioner in the action
he took. The fact is that he haz power to
authorise & persun to construct a siding, or can
construct a siding for that person, and after con-
structing it this section would apply—

After the completion of any such siding
connected with a Government railway, the
Commissioner may agree with the person
constructing or owning the siding that any
trains or rolling stock the property of His
Majesty may be run upon the siding, and that
any tmins or rolling stock the property of
such person may be run upon any Govern-
ment reilway, upon such terms and con-
ditiona as are apecified in the agreement.

What has he done in connection with this
particular matter ¥ At Kurrawang the siding
has been there for over 30 years. In addition
there have been siding arrangements made by
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which it is possible to cross over from the com-
pany’s line, on the north side, to this particular
railway, and to go to the south side of the mil-
way from which the milway runs to Kamballie,
connecting up with the line that already exists
and which belongs to private individuals, Then
there comes the question of the siding to be
connected at Coolgardie itself, s0 that access
may he had to the line, I understand that what
was known in my time as the racecourse siding
is ytilised or will be utilised if this arrangement
goes through. So that we have, under Section 63,
two sidings constructed, which can be worked.
Then the only question is as to the piece of line
between the two sidings, and under Section 64
we find—

The Commissioner may agree with any
person desiring to construct a siding in con-
nection with any Government railways . . .

This is 15 miles of Government railways, and
I maintain, as I read the agreement, that the
Commissioner of Railways without let or hind-
rance, without having to get the approval of
his Minister is justified, under Sections 63 and 64 in
making arrangements thab the rolling stock owned
by Mr. Hedges may be run upon that Government
railway. An hon. member interjected that the
rails for the Lake Clifton line cost £5,000 a mile.

Hon P. Collier: N¢ member interjected such
& thing.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Lake Clifton line is not
under discussion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am glad
therc is no necessity to reply to that. Section 64
goes further. It says—

After the completion of any such siding
connected with a Government railway the
Commissioner may agree with the pemson
constructing or owning the siding that any
trains or rolling stock, the property of Hia
Majesty may be run upon the siding.

In the whole of that Part VY, there is no reference
whatever to what appears in many other parts
of the Railways Act the approval of the Governor
must be obtained, and in some coses must be
published in the °* Government Gazette.” I
muintain with regord to the permission that the
trains may run upon Government railways,
that the Commissioner has acted within the
powenra conferred upon him by this Act. Another
point relating to this section is that st the period
when the Act was passed a eonsiderable number
of railways were being constructed in this State
under comntract ; and o railway contractor
who had a contract for a line in one part of the
State and was fortunate enough to secure a
contract for another line in another part, would,
when requiring to shift his plant from the one
district to the other, in many cascs load up a
train with his plant and obtain from the Com-
missioner of Railways the right to run that
train over the Government railway aystem to the
part where the other contract was to be carried
out. The same right has frequently been availed
of, end is to-day being availed of. by the timber
companies of thia State, when they wish to re-
move, say, & locomotive or trucks from one
timber station to another. I do not suppose
the Commissicner would allow them to shift
toads of timber under such conditions. I do
not think hon. memhers will take the view that
the firewood company should run their train
of firewood to Coolgardie, unhitch their engine
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and put on a Gevernment engine there, and
let the train run to Kurrawang, and there un-
hitch the Govemment locomotive and hitch
on their own locomotive to run to Kamballie.
If that were deone, it would involve & big and
quite unnecessary cost both to the Government
and to the company. Possibly it might be
urged that a Government department should
not consider a loss falling on private people,
but let me remind hon, members that the only
reason why a Government exists is for the purpose
of trying to make the means of livelibood in
the State a successful proposition and not a
losing proposition for the people. It matters
not that the person here concerned, or the
members of the Kurrawang Firewood Company,
is or are very rich. We have just as much right
to show consideration to Mr, Hedges and the
other memhers of the Kurrewang Company as
to any other persons engaged in industry here.
The member for Geraldton (Mr. Willcock) can
apeak with weight on one agpect of the matter,
and I would ask him to deal with it. Assuming
that a locomotive had to be kept at Coolgardie
to deal with the Kurrawang fircwood trade,
it would have to run light from Kurrawang
either to Kalgoorlie to stable, or else run
hack light to Coolgardie, or else wait at
Kurrawang until the train of loaded Are
wood had been conveyed to Kamballie
and the empty trucks brought back again.
I maintain that the loss of time involved in
those four changes of locomotives would be con-
siderably more than the time required to run
the train from Coolgerdie to Kurrawang., I
believe that to-day the basis on which goods
trains are acheduled to run is 15 miles per hour.
The making of those four shunts in connection
with the locomotives would certzinly consume
more than that time. I feel, and I am sure the
House generally and olso the Leader of the
Opposition will feel, that the person holding
the position of Commissioner of Railways to-
day, has a position which is not & bed of roses.
8o long as he is honest and honourable, he is
entitled to the support of every member of the
House. I do not say that if the Commissioner
makes mistakes, they should not be pointed out ;
hut to ask him practically to relinquish his posi-
tion over a matter of this kind is going alto-
gother too far. His action may be wrong, but
I do not believe it i3 wrong ; I believe he has
kept within the four corners of the Railway Act,
snd has also acted in accordance with the apirit
of that measure, Turther, I ask the House
to consider what would be the effect on the
confidence which succeeding Commissioners of
Railways will feel if the present Commissioner
ia to be made practically the object of im-
peachment over o matter of this kind ¥ Again,
shall such severe criticism be meted out for
one slip—if there be a slip in this instance—and
no notice taken of or credit given for so much
work donc without mistakes ¥ I say that no
man can handle a big concern like the Westem
Australian Government Railways without making

mistakes. The only wonder iz that not more
mistakes are made, and higger mistakes
at that. Hon. members whe have held port-

folios are aware that a Miniater is frequently
called upon to decide questions of vital moment
at & few minutes’ notice. Members who have
been Ministers are aware that a Minister can
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bardly sit down in his office to deal with cor-
respondence and files for five minutes, without
being interrupted by callers or by telephone
messages. While the Leader of the Oppasition
bhas shown by what I freely acknowledge to
be his temperate and fair speech that he has
been actuated by public spirit, I think he will
feel, and the House will feel, that this matter,
though it ought to have been ventilated, does
not call for such strong and drastic action as the
motion proposes. Having added my mite to
the dizcussion, I leave the question to the House.
I may just touch on the question of the sleepers.
It may be knowledge to hon. members who
are not practical in these matters that once a
dog-spike has been put into a sleeper a great pro-
portion of the lifo of the slecper has been taken
away. If one tries to lift mils with dog-apikes
through the sleepers, probably half of them
would break away. Therefore it is necessary
to take the dogspikes out of the sleeper and
re-hore it, and two borings arte about as far as
the life of a sleeper will extend.

Mr. TEESDALE (Rocbourne} {9.37]:
The two Ministers who have spoken have de-
voted a good deal of time to explaining the
autherity which the Commissioner of Ruail-
ways has for leasing this section of the Gov-
crnment railways. But they have said very
little about the principal feature of the mo-
tion, and that is whether the Commissioner
has obtained a rental adequate to the service
heing rendered. [ think the Leader of the
Opposition considered that to be the most im-
portant phase of the motion.

Hon. P. Collier: It is the principal point.

Mr. TEESDALS: The two Ministers have
said very little on that point., I am sorry
to have to express the opinien that this has
hecn a baid deal for the State. T consider that
a greater measnre of attention shounld have
heen paid to the figure. That was a very
decided cut—trom £3,600 to £2,000. The
(Commissioner might have prolonged the ne-

gotiations with a view to securing a better .

fipure.  Further, if the matter had been
submitted to public tender, another company
might have played a very important part in
bidding for the concession; that is, if given
the opportumity.

Afr. Lambert: The other company would
have given another £2,000 a year.

Mr. TEESDALE: If scems to me that the
deal was rushed somewhat. More time should
have been spent in adjusting the figure. |
am of opinion that had £5,000 been fixed as
a basis for starting negotiations, they might
have finished up in the region of £3,000 or
£3,500. Buot when the Comimissioner showeil
what may be called unseemly haste in drop-
ping from £3,600 to £2,000, it must have
lonked to Mr. Hedges as though the Commis-
sioner was very anxious to bring about a
deal. T do not kaow that there was any par-
ticular oveasion for haste. Therefore I am
sorry to say I cannot support the Commis-
sioner in this matter. At the same time T
must agree with the Minister for Works that
the question is hardly of sufficient import-
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ance to justify such a drastic step as the
removal of the Commissioner from his posi-
tion, especially as up to the present that
officer has discharged a very difficult task
under stressful conditions with a fair meas-
ure of satisfaction, This is the only mis-
take he has made, and it might be over-
looked. The best of business men are apt to
make a bad deal at times. If one had a
manager who, anticipating a rise in the mar-
ket, bought akead somewhat extensively, and
if then the market turned against him, it
would he very hard for that man, who was
only acting in the interests of his employer,
to lose his position. I hope the Leader of
the Opposition will not press the latter part
of his motion, berause T think it is a little
too severe for the offence committed. I
do consider, however, that the Commissioner
has shown want of business ability in com-
nection with this particular deal, and that he
might have made a better bargain for the
(Giovernment.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [9.42]: 1
realizse that this question was practically
thrashed out on the Railway Fstimates. I real-
ise too, that there has been a surprising want
of ¢andour on the part of the Government in
respect to the whole business. Anyone read-
ing the file and going into the matter from
whatever standpoiut, eould have ¢omec to no
ather conclusion than that a lense of this par-
ticular section of railway was under negotia-
tion. Possibly, had the Minister for Rail-
ways been here at the time, he might have put
n. different aspeet on the affair. But the
Premier, who in the absence of the Minister
for Railways was in charge of the Railway
Estimates, agreed at that time with the con-
tention that a lease was being negotiated for
this particular section of line. If anyone is
to blame for withholding information on this
matter from fhe House, it is the Premier him-
self. Had it not been for the storm of pro-
test raised at the time, the negotiations which
were undoubtediy being earried on in respect
of this particular section of the Government
railways would have been continued, and
would have resulted in the granting of a
lease.  From my reading of the file, I ean
come to no other conclusion.  Throughout
the file there is no mention of the granting
nf running rights.

The Minister for Mines: Do you seriously
say that?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do.

The Minister for Mines: Then you are
absolutely hopeless, because your own Leader
just read the clause mentioning a lease for
ronning rights.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I have searched the
file, and T ecan find in it nothing about run-
ning rights.

The Minister for Mines:
rights’’ are the words used.

Hon. P. Collier: *‘Exelusive rights.’*

The Minister for Mines: No; ‘'running
rights.*?

‘‘Running
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Mr. WILLCOCK: Semething turns up now
that has never before been spoken of in this
Chamber,

Hon. P. Collier: The words ugsed are ‘‘ex-
clugive lease.’”

The Minister for Mines: ‘‘Exelusive lease
of ranning rights.”’

Mr. WILCOCK: The words ‘‘exelu-
sive rights’® run through the whole
of tire papers. I do not know who advised
the Premier with vegard to the matter; pre-
sumably the Premier had some advice from
some quarter. He knew nothing about the
whele business when he was dealing with it
on the Railway Estimates.

The Minister for Railways: If he knew
‘nothing, nobody coulid have advised him.

AMr. WILLCOCK: He was partienlarly
elear in dealing with the lease. No other
conclusion ecould have been come to than that
a lease was to be granted,

Hon. P, Collier: What else i3 it bot a
lease?

Mr, WILLCOCK: Noboedy had amy idea
other than that of a lease. The Minister for
Railways had inside knowledge and, I sup-
pose, was one of the prime movers in the
negotiations. No ofticer of the department
would ecomplete an important agreement like
this without cousulting the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: You did not
know that T was out of the State, did rou?

Mr. WILLCOCK: The negotiations were
in hand before the Minister left the State.
If the Commissiouer ilid deal with a matter
like that without consulting the Minister, it
is time we passed such a motion.

The Minister for Railways: Power is con-
ferred on the Commissioner by the Aef.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, but before the
Commissioner takes an cxXtreme step in so
important a matter, he always consults the
Minister. The Minister must have known
all abont it before he went away, This is

one of the seeret agreements of which we-

hove heard so nwch, Sinee Parliament is
supposed  to aceept the responsibility of
finance, Parliament should have some infor-
mation in repard to sueh a matter. This is
2 most important arrangement, tonching the
whole of the financial system of the rail-
ways. One of the most important items of
troffic in connection with the wmining indus-
trv is to be taken out of the hands of the
department, I suppose the next step will he
to lease to the company the sidinas Tunning
into the mines. In the face of the granting
of all these coneessions, how can the rail-
ways be expected to pay? We have deliher-
ately given away our firewood traffie, until
nnw we have nothinz whatever to do with it.
The 15 miles of railway te deal with this
partieulay traffic would have cost the com-
ponv £30,000, We koow that, beecause the
Lake Clifton line cost £70.000,

The Minister for Railways: Are you seri-
ons in comparinz the two lines?

Mr. Mann: Mr. Hedges had only to shift
rails from his own line.
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Mr. WILLCOCK: The Minister has iol
us something to-night of the cost of shifi
ing rails and putting them into a new line
Thig line woull have vost anything up t
£40,0€0.

Mr. Pickering: What, 15 miles of bus
ratlway!

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1f the company ha
the rails, it would not have cost so much
However, under this agreement they are mak
ing use of Government rails required fo
other purpeses. On a very conservative esti
mate the line would have cost them £30,000
whieh at 6 per cent. would have represente
practieally the £2,000 per annum, withou
the eost of maintepance. They are savin
that much. My objection to the whole busi
ness is that the Flowse has been misled &
the matter and that, but for the protes
made, the lease would have been entered into
We are losing a considerable sum of mone;
on this deal, whereas the company has gainec
a great concession. The railway finances wit
be seriously affected by fhe agreement en
tered into.

The Minister for Mines: No agreement ha
been entered into.

Mr. WILLCOCK: We asked the Premie
whether any negotiations or agreement hac
Leen entered into and he said, ¢¢Yes.'?

The Minister for Mines: I do not dem
that negotiations were entered into, and tha
the agrcement was submitted to Mr, Hedges
However, it was not aceepted by him.

Hon. I', Collier: That was after the gues
tion was raised in the House.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Leader of the Op
position is justified in bringing forward hi
motion, because the Commissioner has not
displayed wueh business acumen in  these
nepotiations, Probably if we went right intc
the question we shoulld find that the Com
missioner has made very many important
slips,  The Commissioner should be ar
anxious fo protect the interests of the State
as he woull he to proteet his owwn.

Mr, ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [9.56]: A gooc
dral has leen =aid against the Commissione:
for baving leased a portion of the State
railways., Years ago a main trunk line wa.
Imilt from Coolgardie to Kalpeorlie. T.ater
owiny to thr husiness between those twe
centres inereasing, a duplication was pro
vided,  Sinee then, unfortunately, business
has deereased and the neeessity  for  the
durlieate line passed. As spon as that stope
was reached, the dnplieation waa no longer
part of the main trunk railways of the Stote;
it had becmwne nonecessarvy. It was convidered
whether the duplication should not be tuken
up anil revoved to ancther distriet,  The
Commi-sioner was doubtful about the wisdom
of that policy. The fortunes of goldficlds
fnetwate, and a new dicovery mioht eauily
result in a fresh demand for the duplieate
line. The Commissioner, probahly, was very
pleased on finding an opportunity for tem-
porarily leasing that line, and he agreed tn
lense it for three yearw,



[10 Jaxvary, 1022.]

The Minister for Mines:
lease about it.

Mr. Willeoek:
lease.

Hon. P. Collier: There is intuition there.

Mre, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ANGELO: I mean he has been given
the running rights,

Hon, I'. Collier; You have forgotten part of
vour lesson.

The Minister for Mines: With the right to
terminate it in three months.

Mr. ANGELO: Three years is the limit ae-
cording to the Aet. The Commissioner has
wmade a good deal. Evideutly he does not
want the duplication for the time being, but
does not wish the line to be taken up, in case
it is wanted. According to the Minister, the
value of the material if taken wp would be
£22.000, that is, after dedueting the cost
of taking it up. It iz alse doubtful whether
it would be worth that amount. The Com-
missiongr is getting £2,000 a year for the
running rights over this seetion, which is
about 9 per cent. of the value of the material.
He has, therefure, dome well, eapecially when
we know he can terminate these running
rights on giving three months’ notice. If
necessary the department can uge the line.
The member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale)
says the commissioner should have started at

There was nu

Everyone thought it was a

£5,000.
Mr. Teesdale: And worked downwards,
Mr. ANGELO: If I thought the Commis-

sioner could have secured £5,000, T would be
prepared to vote with the Leader of the Op-
position. 1 do not think he couid have got
anything like that. There was not a great
rush on the part of Mr. Hedges to sign the
agreement. Considering all the eircumstaneces
I think £2,000 represcnted a good deal for a
temporary lease of the running rights of a
line that iz nof required.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder—in reply)
[10.3]: The member for Gaseoyne, like a
child or a baby, tells us a remarkable tale,
which had not even the merit of plausibility.

Me, Munsie: A glaxe haby at that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He says the Commis-
siomer saw a chanee of getting £2,000 a year
for this railway and that he had made a
good deal. T he could have got £,5000 and
refused it, the hon. member would have eeun-
gured him. Nothing less than the Commis-
sioner having actually said to Mr. Hedges, ¢‘T
will not take your £3,000, but only £2,000,’
would have called forth ecensure from the
fhon. member, How does the hon. member
know that the Commissioner could not have
mot £5,0007 There is no evidence that he at-
tempted serionsly to get £3,600. Although the
Minister for railways overwhelmed us with
figures, and pouved them out so that some
members were absolutely bamboozled, and did
not in the end know where Kurrawang or
Coolgardie were, he di@ not touch one of
the points in my case, but talked all rouwnd
the suhject. I admit the meotion is a drastic
pne. Although the agtion of the Commis-
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gioner nmay be cemsurable, and certainly is,
it may not warrant the extreme step of
earrving the motion as it is worded, I had no
other course than to bring up the matter in
this way. 1f a Minister made a mistake or
a bafd deal, which did not altogether warrant
dismissal, one could move a motion of cen-
sure against him in the House, but it
would not be the proper procedure for Par-
liament tuv adopt to censure a Government
offieinl. The only body which has power to
dismiss a Government official is the executive,
subject to the apprcval of Parliament. The
only course open to me was to ward my
motion in a drastic way in order to eall the
attention of members to it.

The Minister for Mines: You know the
effecct of your previous eensure of a public
official. You brought him here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ho is more useful to
the State than he was in his other capacity,
I am not reflecting upon him in his other
capacity, but merely wish to say he will be
extremely unseful here, The Minister is always
whittling down the value of the line,

The Minigter for Mines: Not at all,

Hon. P. COLLIER: He quoted figures
which will not bear investigation. TFirst of
all e cuts down from £36,000 as the value of
the rails, fastenings and sleepers to £26,000,
and then makes certain -other deductions
which eut the figures down to £22,000.

The Minister for Mines: Less the cost of
getting them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The case put up by
the Minister is an afterthought. His whole
case has been recomstructed in the light of
the debate on the Railway Estimates.

The Minister for Mines: That is not ao,

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: If he had gone
much forther he would have been paying Mr.
Hedges.

Hou. P, Collier: He would have shown
that we were actually indebted to him for an
enormons amount, but he stopped short of
reaching that point. The enginec: for Ways
and Works put vp an estimate at a time when
he did not anticipate having to defend this
cose in the House, He said—

In any agreement arrived at provision
should he made for the loss on the value of
the rails, fastenings, and sleepers that would
atherwise be removed for use elsewhere.
This would approximate as follows: Cool-
gardie to Rurrawang, about 15 miles, 15
miles rails and fastenings at market prices
£27,420; slecpers, 15 miles at 2112 per mile
—31680 at 9s, £7,920, total, £35340.
The Minister for Mines: That is for 60lb.

ruils.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is another
whittling down. The Minister has aetually
been able to reduce the waight of the rails
from G0lbs. to 45!bs. To hLis own satisfaction
he has been able to reduce the value of the
rails, which the engineer for Ways and Works
sayvs are worth £35,000, to £22,000, and to re-
dl;lsce the weight on paper from 60lbs. to 45
Ibs.
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The Minister for Mines: They have had
25 years’ use.

Hon. P, COLLTER: The Minister said the
eost of maintenance would be nothing at all,
because this was a first class railway which
had carried the express np to mow. It was
a heavy road of 60ib. rails aml in good order
and repair. He now says the rails are over
20 years old. Where does the argument of
the Minister come in that it would not ecost
anything to maintain the road? Many of
the rails must have become useless and have
had to be replaved.

The Minister for Mines: The rails are old
but the sleepers have only been in for five
years.

Hon. P, COLLIER: What becomes of his
statement that the cost of maintenance will
be nothing? He suggested that the men ou the
Goveroment section would merely glance at
this line as they went along.

The Minister for Mines: I said the weight
had been reduced from GOlbs. to 581bs.

Hon., P. COLLIER: Can it be expected
that an old road like that will cost nothing
for maintenance?

The Minister for Mines: The cost of main-
tenance does not mean replacing rails, It
means the condition of the road generally.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Does he suggest that
an old and shaky road will not have to be
maintained? 1 will leave it to the judgment
of members,

The Minister for Mines: T did mot refer
to it a3 an old shaky road. I said the rails
were old.

Hon. I'. COLL1ER: The permancnt way
is the road. The Minister cannot have it
both ways. We are told we have o first elass
railway here, and that the sleepers have
been in only three years.

The Minister for Mines: Five years.

Hon, P, COLLIER: It iy se good that it
has carried the Kalgoorlie express, Notwith-
standing this, the Minister says that the 15
miles is not worth more than £22,000, The
other day a track 14 miles long, built of
second-band rails purchased from a woodline
which had been in use for 20 years, cost
£70,000.

Mr. Latham: That ineluded clearing tho
track and constructing earthworks,

Hon, P, COLLIER: It does not cost
£4,000 o mile to construet earthworks.

The Minister for Mines: Tt iz the value
of the material after paying the cost of
taking it up.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We have 15 miles of
first class railway that is said to be only
worth £22,000, and yet this other 14 miles
of railway, constructed of 451b. second-hand
rails, cost £70,000,

The Minister for Mines: You forget this
aspect——

Mr. SPEARKER: Order! The Minister has
had hiy opportunity to speak.

The Minister for Mincs: That is 80, but the
Leader of the Opposition is making a state-
ment which I did not make. If we have re-
gard to all these considerations, will the
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Leader of the Opposition say what it would
cost to construct the railway elsewheref

Mi. Lambert: That is where Hedges make:
his money.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I will give a rougt
estimate of £1,000 a mile. Soppose we
double it, however, for this 15 miles of rail
way, that will give us £20,000. We kpow
that in pre-war days railways were con
steucted for £1,000 a mile, including every-
thing.

The Minister for Mines: Where? Not here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, in Western Aus
tralia, [ admit that the lincs constructed
at that figure were the light agrienltural rail
ways, 1 admit that the cost was low.

The Minister for Alines: That is mot a
fair comparigon.

Hon., P. COLLIER: It is absolutely fair,
and it serves to prove that the Minister has
brought forward n set of figures that will not
stand investigation. Those figures were evi-
dently prepared ns an afterthought, in ordex
to support the case brought forward by the
Minister. The Fngincer for Way and Works
sets out definitely in the file the estimate of
£35,000; tomnight the Minigter reduees that
figure to £22,000, in order to assist him to
make out his case,

The Minister for Mincs: No, that ie not a
fair comparison.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is fair. The Min
ister said in veply to my contention that the
company would be making large profits aris-
ing out of this deal, that the Comwissioner
was not entitled to take into consideration
tire business of the company and fix the rate
according to the profit or loss the company
made. That is the very thing that the Com-
missioror alleges he has done, and justifies
himself in accepting such a lIow figure on the
ground that the business of the company
does not justify a higher rate.

The Minister for Mines: He does not do
50,
Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes, he does. TIn
order to get away from the fact that this
means a profit of £10,000 a vear to Mr.
Hedges, the Minister says the Commis-
sioner is not entitled to take into consid-
eration the position of the company in
fixing the priece; in his minute the Commis-
sioner says that is the very thing he has
done, and justifics his action on the ground
that the mining industry ecannot afford to
pay more,

The Minister for Mines: That is the
point,
Hon, P. COLLIER: The Commissioner

says it has been the poliey of the depart-
ment to facilitate the suppy of fircwood to
the mines at the Jowest possible cost. Therein
is evidenec that the Commissioner has done
the very thing which the Minister says he
is not entited to de.

The Minister for Mines:
tirely different point.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is not so, I
say the Commissioner was entitled to——o

The Minister for Mines: Consider the
effect it would have on the industry.

That is an en-
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Hon. P, COLLIER: That is so, and also
the effect it would have on the profits of the
company he was dealing with.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon, P, COLLIER: My motion seta out
that the Commissioner did not make a con-
tract which would give the State an ade-
quate return for the services proposed to be
rendercd. The Minister has not attempted
to anawer that contention. The file shows
that the Commissioner was prepared to take
£2,000 a year and he discussed the matter
with officers of his department and so on.
While all this goes on, there is mot even an
application lodged by the company to the
department. If sny hon. member had an
office boy who handled a matter in such a
slipshod way, he would dismiss the lad at
once.

The Minister for Mines: You want to
atick to the old red tape methods.

Hon. P. COLLIER: On the contrary,
when dealing with an unsophisticated indi-
vidual who is not ‘‘clear regarding de-
tails,’’ who has not given any considera-
tion to the business and who, when he
walks into the Commissioner’s office, ia not
¢lear as to what he really wants——

The Minister for Mines: And then gets
i

Hon. P. COLLIER: Although he is not
¢¢clear regarding details.’’ I prefer to do
business with a man like that in writing and
give him time to ponder over the details and
arrive at his decision as to what he wants.
I do not want a Commissioner of Railways
to take any unfair advantage of a man who
in such .an vnsophisticated manner, walks
into that official’s office and, not being clear
as to details, secures that which he requires
1 would prefer to do business in writing for
the protection of Mr. Hedges himself. How-
ever, my contehtion remains unanswered. All
the side tracking and talk of the Minister
regarding engines bhocking-on here, and un-
hooking there, does not affeet the position.
Let me remind the Minister for Works that
that poliey has been in operation for the last
25 years where this company is concerned,
and the company were vequired to do
these things to which the Minister for Mines
has referred.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The company were
compelled to do it for many years until
a variation was agreed to n 1919. At one
time, the policy was for the Kurrawang
company to bring in their wood supplies to
Eurrawang and then not only to unhook en-

gines, but the wood had fo be taken out of

the company’s trncks and reloaded into the
Government trncks for tramsport to the
mines, The company’s trucks were not per-
mitted to run over the Govermment lines,
and this extra cost of handling ran into be-
tween 4d. and 6d. per ton. Year after year
the ecompany put up requests to run along
the Goverpment line. They were put up to
the Minister for Works from time to time
when he was Commissioner of Railways, but
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were always refused until in turn he left,
and the matter was dealt with by znother
Commissioner.

The Minister for Works:
know that?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is on the file, The
Minister for Works, when Commissioner of
Railways, compelled the cempany to unload
their trucks every time.

The Minister for Mines: In those days,
the eompanies were paying good Gividends;
they are struggling now.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I read with a good
deal of pleasure & minute in the handwrit-
ing of the Minister for Works regarding the
endeavour of Mr. Hedges to make use of
politieat pull and influence to secure his
way, The Minister said it was an unfair
proposition,

The Minister for Works:
say that?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and I read that
minute with a eonsiderable amount of ad-
miration, Had the Minister for Works been
Commissioner when this deal was under eon-
sideration, we would never be diseussing the
position now. Tnder the contract proposed
to be made, there is a eclear profit of
£10,000 to this company and it s idle
pific for the member for Gascoyns (Mr.
Angelo) to say this was a good deal. The
only request made by Mr. Hedges to the
Commissioner for reconsideration was saffi-
cient to induce the Commissioner to ast ae-
cordingly. The Commissioner was not en-
titled to take that action and he should
have safeguarded the finaneial interests of
the State, particularly in view of the posi-
tion as it stands to-day. It should have
been clearly evident to a blind man, that
£3,600 was a low price, and even had a ren-
tal of £5,000 heen required, it would have
paid Mr, Hedges to agree rather tham in-
cur the expense of putting down another
line, I have ventilated the subjeet and X
recognise it would be a very drastic action
to dismiss the Commissioner for what hns
been deseribed as a aslip. Having ventilated
the matter, I trust this will serve to he a
warning to the Commissioner and others
handling important business on behalf of
the State to be more careful in future. In
the circumstances, T will not press the mo-
tion to a division.

Question put and negatived.

How do you

Did I dare to

MOTION—METROFPOLITAN TRAM.
WAY EXTENSIONS,
To Inquire by Seleet Committee.
Mr, CLYDESDALE (Carning) [10.28]: I
move—
That o select committee be appointed
te inquire into and report upon necessary

tramway extensions in the metropolitan
area.

After reading the speech of the Minister
for Railways regarding tramway extensions



286

in the meiropolitan area, I feel there is only
one course for me to take in the interests
of the people affected by this question,
namely, to move that a seleef vommiftee be
appointed to make the inquiries indicated in
the motion. I was somewhat surprised to
hear the Minister state that no tramway ex-
tension had been promised to the Comeo dis-
trict. 1 have looked up the correspondence
and I find that that tramway extension was
discussed and agreed to by Cabinet. On the
12th July last, this announcement appeared
in the *‘Daily News' after Cabinet had
dealt with the question:—

Following on his representations—
This refers to the representations by the Min-
ister for Mines—

Cabinet has now decided that the work
of connecting South Perth shall be put in
operation almost immediately. Mr. Scad-
dan made this announcement at the eon-
elpsion of the meeting this morning, say-
ing: ‘“Cabinet has approved of the com-
mencement of an extension of the tram-
ways. The decision to extend, of course,
was made some time ago, but no definite
route had been decided unpon.?’
Later on he said:—

“'T agked for a decision om the recom-
mendation of the Tramways Department,
and it has been determined to first pro-
ceed with the extension to South Perth.”’

The ‘‘West Australian’’ stated—

£It will be remembered,’’ said the Min-
ister for Railways and Tramways (Mr. J.
Seaddan), ‘‘that provision was made on
the Estimates last session for the com-
mencement of tramway extenmsions . . .
Cabinet this morning approved of the re-
commendation of the responsible officers
to make a commencement with that exten-
sion through portion of South Perth to
Como.*’

Then he proceeded to deseribe the route to
be taken. Yet, in face of this, the Minister
for Railways says no promise was ever made
to construet tramways to Como. As fur-
ther evidence of the promise, let me quote a
letter written by the town clerk of South
Perth to the Minister, dated 26th July, 1921,
It states—

The council desires to cxpress its appre-
ciation and thanks for your recent definite
announcement that the next tramway ex-
tension is to be the South Perth and Como
line, and that the work will be started
almost immediately. T need hardly re-
mind you that Nonth Perth is the oldest
suburb but the last to be served with
tramway faeilities. Tt is 20 years since

the serviee was firsi promised wg, and many .

times sinee then we have almost sgecured
the extension, but influenecs on the north
of the river have always diverted the work
to that side. Tt is, however, regarded ns
guite definite that the long looked-for
facilities are within measurabie distance of
accomplishment, and the council and the
residents of South Perth extend to you
their sincere gratitude for recognising the
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claim of this district in preference to those

which have already either railway eor tram-

way services.

The Minister for Mines: The moment that
letter was published, my tranbles began.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I do not think the
Minister ever had, or ever will have, any
troublea, Replying to the town clerk’s letier
on the 28th July the Minister wrote—

I have to acknowledge the reeeipt of
your letter of the 26th inst. sefting forth
your council's gppreciation at the an-
uouncement im connection with the tram-
way eXtensions. I note the contents there-
of and desire to return thanks for the
appreciation expressed. It is quite an
oasis in the desert.

In face of that we have the announcement
of the Government that no promise was made!
I am not so much concerned about the ex-
tension of the trams to South Perth as I am
about the question of extension generally in
the metropolitan area. My motion covers
extensions required throughout the whole of
that area. I am quite prepared to admit
that the present is not an opportune time to
extend tramways owing to the financial strin-
gency. If the Government are not prepared
to undertake the extensions, they should per-
mit someone else to do so.

BHon. W, C, Apgwin: You only require a

ill,

My, CLYDESDALE: I wish to impress
upon members that the people concerned,
for the first time in the history of the State,
are prepared to pay for the extensions, In
my clectorate no fewer than five bodies de-
sire tramway extensions and every one is
prepared to guarantec the interest and sink-
ing fund, and one of them is prepared to
find portion of the working expenses also.
What has surprised me i3 that the Govern-
ment have not jumped at the chance and
grasped it with beth hands. Tf the people
are so satisfied that the cxtensions will pay
that they are prepared to puarantee interest
and sinking fund vnder the betterment sys-
tem, it is the bounden duty of the Govern-
ment to provide the facilities,

The Minister for Mines: But the South
Perth muonieifal cooneil eapnot pledge the
future road board.

My, CLYDESDALE: The road board is in
existence and can pledge itgelf. The people
of Belmont are prepared to strike a rate
which would result in a eontribution of £5,000
towards the cost of £15,000 required to ex-
tend the trams to that distriet, As a result
of the lack of faeilities in the outer
arcas, peoeple are drifting into  the
¢ity and landlords are raising their
renty, At present it is necessary to
pay a premium  in order to get a
louse. Tf an unfortnnate creature falls a
few weeks in arrears with his rent, he gots
notiee to quit, The train serviee to May-
lands is an absolute disgrace. T do mot say
that the railway authorities are to blame for
this; probably the distance of Mavylands
from Perth does not warrant the ronning of
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a better service. TUnder existing conditions,
however, the people of Maylands might as
well be right out in the bush. The people
of Queen’s Park are prepared to pay inter-
est and sinking fund on the cost of tramway
extensions, and the same applies to the peo-
ple at Como. The extensions required in my
electorate are two to Maylands, ome to
Queen's Park, one to Belmoni, and one to
Como, and in every case the people are pre-
pared to make themselves responsible for in-
terest and sinking fund.

The Miniater for Mines: Would Claremont
do that?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I know nothing about
Claremont.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: They should get
special Bills passed and let the Government
run the trams for them.

The Minister for Mines: If the South Perth
proposal were submitted to a referendum, it
wounld be turned down,

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I would advise the
Minister not to go to South Perth or he
wonld be turned down.

The Minister for Minea: I have been there
during the whole of the holidays and have
been treated well.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: The Minister, then,
is pretty game. I hope the motion will be
agreed to in order to give the local bodies
an opportunity to tell the Government ex-
actly what they are prepared to do. So far
they have not had an opportunity to do so.
Year after year, for 15 years, deputations
have waited on the Government without re-
sult, and the Minister is now trying to draw
a red herring across the track by suggest.
ing the formation of a tramways trust., We
have had many promises which have not
been fulfilled, and it is time the local bodies
were given an opportunity to formulate a
definite scheme to which the Government
could give a straight out answer of yes or
no. Give the local bodies an opportunity to
place their proposals before a select commit-
tee, and I am satisfied that the trams will be
extended to these districts within a very
short period of Parliament resuming next ses-
sion. I hope that members of the Country
Party partieularly will sopport the motion.
The inquiry will not cost much, The select
committee, after the close of the session,
could be converted into a Royal Commisgion
without pay, so that there would be ample
opportunity to obtzin all the evidence and
settle for all time whether these tramway
extensiong should be undertaken or not, Peo-
ple have been waiting for these facilities for
10, 15, and 20 years, and to-day they are no
further advanced. If they are prepared to
guarantee the interest and sinking fund, they
should receive some definite assurance that
the work will be put in hand. If interest
and sinking fund are guaranteed, there can
be m¢ question of loss to the Government.
If the betterment principle had been adonted
in the early days, those people who benefited
from the provision of such facilities would
have paid the tax and contributed their
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quota towards cxtensions to other districts.
No seoner was it announced that the trams
would be extended to Como than land values
rose to the extent, in some instances, of 200
per cent. 1f the latest pronouncement of the
Government stands, these values will very
soon fall again. Those people who hold land
and derive the henefit of the unearned in-
crement should contribute something towards
tramway extensions, This is the system I
propose to reecommend to the local bodies,
and I am satisfied they will be prepared
to adopt it.

The Minister for Mines:
not adopt it.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: If that is so, the
people at Claremont are not entitled to tram-
way facilities, The Minister will probably
contend that it is unfair to impose the bet-
terment prineiple in respect to these exten-
sions, because other people enjoying tramway
facilities have not been asked to shoulder
similar obligations. This argument does not
apply. It wounld apply if the finances of the
State were in a healthy condition, but the
present finanmcial pesition is such that the
Government could not undertake the econ-
struction of these trams unless interest and
sinking fund were guaranteed. I quite agree
with members of the Couniry Party that any
money available for developmental purposes
should be expended in the country, but where
people are prepared to pay for these tramway
extengions, they are entitled to the facilities.

Mr. Angelo: How long will they guarantee
interest and sinking fund?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: We shall go to the
Government with a concrete proposal from
cach body. The Minister a little while ago
interjected that the people of South Perth
would not be prepared to adopt the better-
ment prineiple. If this is so, let them go
without trama. If other portions of the elec-
torate are prepared to pay for these facili-
ties, they should be served. We are desir-
ous of submitting o the Government what
we are prepared to do; so far we have not
been able to elicit from the Government what
they are prepared to do.

Claremont will

Mz, J. THOMSON (Claremont) [10.41]:
While the member for Canning (Mr., Clydes-
dale) was gpeaking, the Minister for Railways
interjected that the people of <Claremont
wounld not be prepared to pay for a tramway
extension {o that distriet. I remember being
on a deputation which waited on the Minister
a few months ago, at which it was stated on
behalf of the people of Claremont that they
were prepared to pay the interest and sinking
fund if the tramways were extended to that
distriet. The Minister then said that after
Como—I do not know why he was so keen
on Como—the deputation could rest assured
that Claremont would be the next district to
receive tramway facilities.

Mr. Clydesdale: Then God help Claremont
after the latest announcement of the Gov-
ernment!
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Mr, J. THOMSON: I support the motion,
and I hope the Government will agree to
convert the select committee into a KRoyal
Commission withont pay in order that, when
the House meets next session, we shall have
Jefinite proposals to consider. I do mot think
the present Gavernment will do very much.
Every Minister, with the exception of the
Premier:

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
diseigs members of the Government under this
motion,

Mr. J. THOMSON: I am going to diseuss
the Minieter for Works, the Minister for Rail-
ways and everyome else

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member muat
confine himself to this motion.

Mr. J. THOMSON: I support the motion.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [10.48]: I intend to vote for the
motion, but I wish to point out to the loeal
authorities that if they desire trams, there
is no reason whatever why they should not
get them. The mover of the motion has
stated that the people are prepared to guaran-
tee interest and sinking fund.

Mr. Underwood: They say they are.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They will have to
give guarantees.

Mr. Underwood: Verbal guarantees.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They can do as
the North Fremantle council and the Melville
Road Board did, namely, get a Bill passed,
construet the tramways and arrange for the
Government to run them.

Mr. Clydesdale: There is an extension of
only one mile required to Maylands.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: It could be done
for one mile. I doubt whether the North Fre-
mantle extension was a mile. T think the
hon. member shounld extend the scope of the
motion somewhat. My opinion is that tram-
ways are going out and that the future means
of travelling will be by improved motor ser-
vice. Motor ears and motor buses would not
cost g0 much as tramears.

Mr, Clydesdale: It would cost more to
maintain the tracks.

Hoen, W. C. ANGWIN: I doubt that. Any-
how, it would be a good idea to inquire into
thhe best means of communication as well as
into the question of extensions sctually re-
quired. With the member for Canning (Mr.
Clydesdale) I agree that the people on the
south side of the river have been badly
treated in connection with tramway facilities.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [10.45): 1
intend to support the motion, but I am eon-
vineed that all the faeilities which are peculiar
to the metropolitan area should be governed
by the authorities in the metropolitan area.
As representative of Pilbara it seems to me
that the people of Pilbara have no interest
whatever in this mattter; the subject ig one
which ¢oncerns the Government and the metro-
politan mumicipalities.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Hon. J. Thomson: Why did you not do
something when you were a member of the
Government

Mr. UNDERWQOD: I did. It is net
right that the member for Kalgoorlie and
the members for the North-West and the
South-West should be dealing with questions
which only affect the interests of the peo-
ple of the metropolitan area. We ghould
hand over to the people in the metropolitan
area those utilities which affect them alone, 1
am prepared te support the motion,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [10.47]: I sympathise
with the member for Canning (Mr. Clydes-
dale) and he may accept my sympathy with
an agsurance that 1 am doubtfu] whether he
fecls more disappointed about this matter
than I do. I am disappointed because I re-
eognise that Como as well as other parts such
as Queen’s Park, Belmont, Maylands, Ned-
lands extension to Claremont, and other sec-
tiors of the metropolitan area have been
waiting for years for tramway extensions,
and as we have a monopoly of the tramways,
the people in those places are entitled to ask
va for a definite announcement of our inten-
tions. I have already stated that I have
gone into the question thoroughly, and I
have in my office a plan of the proposed ex-
tension, showing the complete scheme, This
is available for inspection by anyone who
carcs to see it. The object of these exten-
gions is that the land in the ovter districts
may be made available to the industrial
section of the community at a reasonable

re. When the opportunity presents it-
self I sghall submit a recormamendation in
the direction of making a start with those
cxtensions. I had to make a recommenda-
tion to start somewhere, and I suggested
South Perth and Como, but the recommenda-
tion did not provide that fagilities should be
granted to those who live close to the edge
of the river and who are already served.
Tmmedintely the announcement wag made,
Leederville and Claremont rose and cansed
the metropolitan Press and those whe had
been supporting the commencement of ex-
tensions to become hostile, Then we had a
battle of routes, a matter on which there
should be no battle at all. I have been
placed in a position of waiting for funds.
I do not control the funds, If the Treas-
urer will find the money I will go on with
the extensions. If he says he cannot find any
money I have no right to presa the matter
further. .

Mr. Clydesdale: You have not yet asked
the people whether they will pay for those
extensions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The peo-
ple cannot afford to pay for them.

Mr, Clydesdale: Yes, we ean find thg in-
terest and sinking fund.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1t is a
question of whether the monay ean be raised
at the present juncture.
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Mr, Clydesdale:
some extensions.

But you must start on

The MINISTER FOR MINES®: We shall
start when funds are available. At the pre-

gent time the Treasnrer says he cannot find
any money and I ean do no more. What 1
suggest is that there is no advantage in ap-
pointing a select committee at this stage. The
seleet committee can do no move than I have
done; T have all the data that it is possible to
get and have convineed the House that the
extengions are desirable

Mr. Clydesdale: You have no data as to
what the loeal bodies are prepared to do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The only
point remaining is as to what attitude the
local authorities will adopt to enable us to
make an carly start with the extensions.
There is nothing to prevent the hon. member
iand others ealling the loeal bodies together
to discuss the matter as fully as they like.
Thia can be done without expense to the eoun-
try, and it can then be shown that the local
bodics arc in earnest.

Mr. J. Thomson: \What would a scleet
committee cost?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: A few

pounds perhaps, but a seleet committee eould
not do more than a conference of the loeal
authorities. The local authorities could meet
without any delay, while the seleet commit-
tee could not sit te take evidence during re-
cess.

Mr. Clydeadale: Yon could make it an
hunorary Royal Commission,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The hon-
orary Royal Commission stunt is just about
played out. Boiled down the question is onc
nf finance. Tf the loeal authorities are pre-
pared to impose a betterment tax and get the
ratepayers to agree to the proposal by way of
referendnm, we shall know where we are, hut
T am extremely doubtful whether the people
would agree to that proposal.

Mr. Clydesdale: At any rvate, let us start
s»mowhere.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Let the
local authorities take the necessary course in
the dircction of getting an expression of
opinion of the prople whe are to be served and
then I ean come down to the Honse with a
Bill 1o provide for the betterment system or
some other method that may be sntisfactory,
nnd if Parliament will adopt the Bill it will
be tantamonnt to an expression of opinion
and we shall be able to proceed.

On motion by Mr, Mann, debate adjovrned.

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3.0
p-m,, and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE, TRAFFIC ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Report presented.

Hon. A, Sanderson brought up the report
of the seleet committee appointed to inquire
into the Bill.

Report received and read.
Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suhurban) [R.6)]: The ordinary noxt step,

I helicve, is to move that the sclect commit-
tee’s ‘report be printed; but, speakiog for
mysclf, and T think in this I am also voicing
the opinions of my two colleagues on the
select conmmittee, I wish to give the Miniater
an assurance that if he does not desire that
the report should be printed, or if the House
does not desire it, since this course might
involve delay in the consideration of the
measure for some little time, it would be
quite easy for myself or either of my col-
leagues, when members have the Bill before
them in Committee, to explain quite elearly,
as well as briefly, what the position of affairs
is in eonnection with the report. Everyone
must recognise that when such a report as
this js read, without a printed copy being
hefore hon. members, there is always a little
difiiculty in following the recornmendations
of the scleet committee, I only mention this
in order to mect the wishes of the Leader of
the IMouse in every respect. If he, speaking
for the House, does not consider it necessary
that the report should be printed, I wil re-
frain from wmoving the meotion.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H. P. Colebatch—East [3.7]: Person-
ally T should be prepared to aceept the writ-
ten report of the select committee, with the
lion, member’s  explanation; but printed
copics of the report can easily be available
here by 3 o’clock to-morrow afternoon, when
the Bill will be taken into consideration in
Committee.



